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Top Parish 40 Next Year

Christmas 2017Issue 78 Easter 2018

Top Parish will celebrate 40 years of young 
people gathering from around Waiapu 
and beyond for a weekend of fun, games, 

entertainment and worship next year. 

It all began in 1979 and next year’s Top Parish is the 
opportunity to come and celebrate. Mark the dates 
in your calendar now: Friday 29th to Sunday 31st 

March 2019 at Keswick Christian Camp in Rotorua. 

If you have photos, trophies or any other 
memorabilia from previous years let our Koru 
Ministry Leader, Jocelyn Czerwonka know.  The 
email address for Jocelyn is koru@waiapu.com.

Bishop Andrew in the midst of the Pacfic.



2 Issue 78  Waiapu News

From Bishop Andrew

The General Synod/Te Hīnota Whānui (GSTHW) of 
the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia will gather for its biennial meeting in New 

Plymouth from 3-11 May. The issue of relationality will feature 
as part of the debate around the reception of the report of 
the working group following Motion 29 from GSTHW 2016. 
The report forms part of the theological work with which our 
Church has been engaged over the past 30-40 years around 
how we as a Church understand and express our diverse 
views of human sexuality. 

The draft report was presented and debated thoroughly at 
regional conferences throughout Waiapu last year and also 
at our Diocesan Synod in 2017. The final report is available 
online and has been circulated throughout the diocese. 

I was interested when the draft report was released last year 
to see that there were several key themes that had been 
important in the discussions of the working group, namely 
manaakitanga, koinonia and relationality. The 2017 regional 
conferences received presentations on the first two themes, 
manaakitanga and koinonia, that aided both the background 
as to how Motion 29 developed during the debate in GSTHW 
2016 and also aided our reflection on how we understand 
these two expressions of being together as a church. i.e. 
a generous giving to one another of space to reflect, learn 
and grow; a deep sense of being drawn together around the 
Eucharist in order to share God’s gifts of life with the body of 
Christ and all the world. 

Relationality has been discussed within the broader reception 
of the Motion 29 working group report highlighting the 
importance of the work of being in relationship with one 
another as the people of God. There is no doubt that ‘different 
viewpoints held with integrity’ has become a constant feature 
of how we as a Church have, in recent years, debated whether 
or not to bless same sex relationships and the many further 

associated questions related to ordination and licensed 
ministry. 

The debate at GSTHW 2016 established that as a church we 
have accepted that there are differently held theological 
understandings of why we would or would not bless same 
sex relationships. The integrity of these positions has been 
established over many significant debates and seminars in 
the past three decades or more. The purpose of Motion 29 
was to assist the Church in working through our differently 
held theological positions to find a way to remain in 
relationship with one another. The structural outcomes of the 
recommendations are one piece of the picture as to how we as 
a Church may move forward with differently held theological 
positions. I believe that we can do this as a province without 
the need to fracture, schism or break relationship with one 
another in any form. 

The picture of the cross of our Province representing three 
Tikanga is laid against the backdrop of a woven mat. The 
mat has an open edge, which is about an invitation to always 
provide space to make the mat large enough to include more 
people in the body of Christ and to include other positions 
into our wider discussion of theology without fear of losing 
our place on the mat. The metaphorical woven mat of 
manaakitanga was laid down at GSTHW 2016 to make space 
so that we could work with intention on being together as 
the body of Christ in all our diversity. The working group’s 
report and the debate to be held at GSTHW 2018 is the initial 
outworking of that manaakitanga.

I am supportive of the report of the working group and am 
prepared to work hard at the relational work that will be 
required of us all to live together with the riches of our diversity 
across Tikanga, theological and ecclesiological positions. The 
topic of this debate will be an important feature of our time 
together at GSTHW 2018 as we are committed to making a 

decision on this issue. The whole meeting is a demanding 
time that generally sees delegates meeting over the course of 
twelve hours each day for eight days. I encourage you to offer 
prayer for the Anglican Church as we meet for GSTHW 2018.

With prayerful good wishes for your journey in Eastertide,

+Andrew
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Art Deco at the Diocesan Office

On the day of the installation of the Reverend Joan Edmundson as Vicar to the 

Central Hawke's Bay Parish. From left Regional Dean in Eastland - Stephen Donald, 

Joan's husband Andrew Gordon, Reverend Joan Edmundson, their two sons, Alistair 

and David  and Joan's Uncle and Aunt - Don and Jane Brash

Around the Diocese

Top Parish Bishop of the Day Award.  From left Bishop Andrew, Euera Ingle of  
Te Aute (Bishop of the Day) and Bishop Ngarahu Katene
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A Visit to Macao & Remembering the Reverend Florence Li Tim-Oi
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Inside Morrison Chapel

Stephen Donald describes a little of the story of 
the first woman priest ordained in the Anglican 
Communion.

A day visit to Macao during a recent visit to Hong Kong 
opened doors to a fascinating part of twentieth-
century Anglican history. For the Western tourist this 

30 km2 Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic 
of China is a shopping and gambling Mecca, set against the 
backdrop of the UNESCO World Heritage historic centre and 
a rich history of Portuguese colonial occupation dating back 
to 1557. The mainland Chinese visitors, who make up nearly 
75% of all tourists, also come to shop and gamble, but are 
easily recognised towing their wheeled suitcases back to the 
Chinese border gate at the end of a long day.

During a conversation with one of Filipina sisters at the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral the nearby Anglican church was pointed 
out to us. St Mark’s is one of five churches in the Missionary 
Area of Macao (澳門傳道地區), along with a number of 
schools and a dozen social service agencies, which include a 
focus on problem gambling. 

Calling at St Mark’s, we met the vicar, the Rev’d Bartholomew 
Ma, who talked about Florence Li Tim-Oi (李添嬡) (1907-
1992). She was the first woman ordained priest in the Anglican 
Church, some 30 years before the more-famous ‘Philadelphia 
Eleven’ of the Episcopal Church of the United States in 1974, 
and the first New Zealand women ordained in 1977. He also 
directed us to the Protestant Cemetery and Chapel where the 
Rev’d Florence Li had ministered. 

An obligatory visit the landmark 17th century ruins of St Pauls’ 
Cathedral and the hill-top fort and spectacular Museum of 
Macao, was followed by a fusion Portuguese – Asian meal 
in a local café. We then proceeded to find the cemetery 
and associated chapel. This is located in a neighbourhood 
of ordinary local buildings visited by very few of the three-
million annual visitors to Macao, behind the bus station in 

Camoes Square and set behind a high wall, as per the original 
conditions imposed by the Portuguese colonial authorities. 
They also insisted that the chapel have no bell. 

The chapel is named for Dr Robert Morrison (1782-1834) 
the first lay Protestant missionary in China, and the first 
to translate and publish the Bible into Chinese. Morrison 
produced the first Chinese dictionary, and also evangelised 
and baptised the first Chinese Protestant convert Choi 
Kou. Morrison’s wife Susan was the first to be buried in the 
cemetery; Robert Morrison’s grave is also nearby.

The present Morrison Chapel was constructed in 1922 on the 
same foundations of a series of earlier chapel buildings. Here 
the Rev’d Florence Li ministered to those who look refuge 
in neutral Macao, a Portuguese colony, during the Japanese 
occupation of Hong Kong (December 1941 - September 
1945). Li was ordained a deaconess on 22nd May 1941 in 
Hong Kong’s St John the Evangelist Cathedral. The Japanese 
occupation of Hong Kong from December that year made it 
impossible for Anglican priests to get to Macao. 

There being no resident Anglican priest, Li was authorised 
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by Hall to give the sacraments to the Anglicans in these 
extenuating circumstances. Hall explained to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury at the time: “I’m not an advocate for the 
ordination of women. I am, however, determined that no 
prejudices should prevent the congregations committed to 
my care having the sacraments of the Church.” 

In early 1944, Li travelled through Japanese-occupied 
territory to meet with Hall in the small town of Xing Xing, as 
yet unoccupied by the Japanese, where he ordained her priest 
on 24th January 1944. After the war ended in 1945, Florence Li, 
in order to avoid controversy, resigned her licence (but not 
her priesthood), and did not resume this until the ordination 
of women again in Hong Kong in 1971. From 1983 Li was a 
non-stipendiary priest in Toronto, Canada. 

Today Morrison Chapel is the venue for a weekly English 
language Anglican service catering mostly for the Filipina 
housemaids working in Macao. The cemetery, along with 
adjacent Camoes Gardens (former headquarters of the British 
East India Company) provide a welcome green space in one of 
the most densely-populated cities on earth, and respite from 
the hordes of tourists on the crowded streets of Macao.

Note: the spelling Macao (澳門)is most commonly used in the 
SAR today in preference to the Portuguese Macau of the colonial 
period. Cantonese and Portuguese are the official languages of 
Macao, although English and Mandarin are also widely spoken.

Sherralynne, along with her fiancé Allan Smith 
arrived at the diocesan office early in her time 
with us on an Art Deco weekend. On the Friday 

the Anglican Centre staff all dress up, and Sherralynne 
and Allan joined into the spirit of the revelry. Having 
come down to Napier from Waiheke for Art Deco 
weekend in the past, so already had plenty of suitable 
clothing in which to deck themselves out.

Sherralynne’s first job on leaving school was in the 
typing pool for the Ministry of Energy. Over those years 
she worked for a number of government departments, 
including with the State Services Commission in training 
and development.

Her subsequent working career has primarily involved 
working as a phlebotomist in such varied places as 
Auckland, Hawke’s Bay, Blenheim and Wellington.  It was 
whilst working for Aotea Pathology in Wellington that her 
team elected her as their Health & Safety representative 
and, as she says, ‘I was bitten by the Health & Safety bug 
and wanted to make it my career’. 

A friend put Sherralynne onto the Salvation Army who 
were looking for a Health & Safety Administrator and 
Rehabilitation Assistant. In this role Sherralynne worked 
with their organisation throughout New Zealand, 
including their op shops. This role also involved working 
closely with ACC. During this time Sherralynne began 
working towards a Diploma in Occupational Health & 
Safety through the Southland Institute of Technology, 
which she anticipates completing later this year.

Allan and Sherralynne are delighted to be back in the 
Hawke’s Bay region.

I asked Sherralynne what it was that motivated her: 
‘being able to help people, ensuring that people feel 
valued and are encouraged to learn from one another’ 
was her immediate response. 

Her first task is to review the Health & Safety Manual to 
make it user-friendly.

And in her spare time? Sherralynne loves to read, walking 

Meet Sherralynne Dewhirst

and soaking in the hot pools on Marine Parade. She and Allan 
are looking forward to getting their mountain bikes out of 
storage and enjoying the cycleways. Their other joint hobby 
is model trains.

And what of Allan, I enquired. Allan has been a long distance 
coach driver – and since 1986 he has been a Lego collector.

Sherralynne with fiancee Allan during Art Deco weekend  in Napier

Outside Morrison Chapel

Adrienne Bruce talks to our new ACW/Diocesan Health & Safety – Quality Advisor.
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Life After Gita
Reflections by Bishop Andrew on his recent visit to Tonga.

Malo e lelei … greetings from Tonga.

In February this year Raewyn and I travelled to Tonga to 
visit Bishop Afa, St Andrew’s School and our daughter 
Jessica. Jessica is volunteering at St Andrew’s School with 

the support of the Hornsby Trust working alongside teachers 
to encourage the use of English language in the school. We 
had planned the visit to fit in with Bishop Afa so that I could 
spend some time with him, and with all the preparations made 
and tickets confirmed we heard of the news of Cyclone Gita 
rapidly approaching Tonga. While many may have thought it 
was rotten timing that our travel plans would see us arriving 
in Tonga just a week or so after the Cyclone had hit, turned 
out to be an ideal time for us to visit. 

Arriving in Tonga the first noticeable sign of recovery was 
the smell of burning debris as soon as the doors of the 

plane opened, letting in the air that was 
heavy and laden with wood smoke. We 
soon saw that much of the damage from 
Cyclone Gita had been wrought on trees, 
large and small, with many large trees 
pushed over after the storm. Teams of 
people throughout Tongatapu had been 
working hard to clear the roads and tidy 
away the worst of the trees, much of 
which was being taken for landfill, kept 
for firewood or burned. The next most 
significant sign of damage was the long 
lengths of power and phone lines that 
drooped lazily between broken power 
poles littering the roads. 

The power had been 
turned off early on 
in the path of the 
storm, a wise move, 

and at the time of our 
visit power was being slowly restored 
to the island. The power board with 
assistance from Australia and New 
Zealand were prioritising the water 
reticulation pumps, hospital and 
health facilities which meant that 
within days the water was back on, 
the hospital was up and running 
and power was restored to much of 
the CBD and remote health clinics. 
There will still be many long weeks 
of work ahead of the power board 
teams as they work to restore all the 
island’s power needs. 

The dramatic effect of Cyclone Gita 

on many houses and buildings has meant that some have 
been flattened, others lost most of or the entire roof leaving 
the building exposed, and many have sustained relatively 
minor damage to guttering and carports. It was reassuring to 
know that most churches withstood the storm, as it was in 
these buildings that many sought shelter from the storm. As 
we explored further afield from Nuku’alofa into the Eastern 
and Western districts we drove through plantation areas that 
bore the scars of Cyclone Gita on the crops. The availability for 
sale and consumption has decreased dramatically and prices 
in the market have increased to a similar extent. 

The schools responded to the Cyclone in different ways with 
some reopening after a week or so for half days and working 
in makeshift classrooms under marquees where needed. St 

Andrew’s School advised their students that they 

Queen Salote School - example of destruction to school buildings

Parliament House
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Recently Waiapu Kids St Matthews said goodbye to 
Liz Fowler. Liz has worked in the centre for just short 
of the past 14 years as an Early Childhood Support 

Worker and has now decided that it is the right time to 
start her retirement.  Liz’s natural caring disposition has 
made her known by the children in the centre as “Nanny 
Liz” and has been a mother figure to other staff.  She will 
be missed but Liz has promised she will be back to visit.’’

Waiapu Kids St Matthew’s Farewell

would have two weeks break, transferring their normal break 
between Terms 1 and 2, so that the students could assist 
families with their recovery while the school grounds were 
cleared of debris and made safe for school.

This all paints a picture that while life was continuing with 
some degree of normality for people in Tonga, there is also a 
long period of recovery that will draw out over the coming year 
or so as crop cycles are re-established, power is restored and 
houses rebuilt. I’m aware that the Anglican Missions appeal 
for Tonga has been supported well and that the Missions 
team is working with other aid agencies to coordinate a 
response for the long-term recovery in Tonga. I’m sure that 
the continued prayerful, practical and financial support for 
Tonga will be required and appreciated in the coming years 
following Cyclone Gita. 

I encourage you to look up the Anglican Communion News 
Service at the link below to read about the fantastic work 
of young Anglicans in Tonga in a proactive response to the 
Cyclone. 

http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2018/02/young-
polynesian-anglicans-put-disaster-training-into-action-as-
cyclone-gita-his-tonga.aspx.

St Andrew's School Murial painted by Waiapu Youth

Book Review

Wrestling with the Word: Preaching Tricky Texts

By Kate Bruce & Jamie Harrison

Reviewed by Rev'd Deborah Broome

For those of us who preach 
sermons – and for those 
who listen to them – for 

all who struggle with some of 
the more difficult passages 

in the Bible, help is at hand.  Wrestling With The Word: 
preaching tricky texts, a new book that has just been 
added to our Waiapu diocesan library, faces this issue 
head on and provides some useful pointers on what can 
be done with those readings that we really wish weren’t 
there in the Lectionary – or in the Bible itself. Edited by 
Kate Bruce and Jamie Harrison – one (Kate) a priest and 
a trainer of preachers, the other (Jamie) a lay Reader and 
Fellow in Healthcare and Religion at Durham – the book 
gives us the right amount of theory before leading us in 
to the practice of preaching sermons.

For those who like to mull over what it is we are doing 
(or attempting to do) when we preach there are useful 

resources; on the theology of preaching and on the issue of 
applying a text to our setting in order to change lives. Those 
sections are thought-provoking and encouraging, but for me 
the most fascinating part of the book is the series of chapters 
giving a number of actual sermons on some of those difficult 
texts, arranged according to related categories of trickiness, 
rounded off with commentary on the various homiletic 
strategies employed. 

There is a section on violent texts like Psalm 137, including 
those verses (7-9) about taking the little ones and dashing 
them against a rock that got airbrushed out of the psalter in 
A New Zealand Prayer Book, and the death of John the Baptist 
in Mark 6 known as ‘the birthday party from hell’. We also read 
sermons on the ‘texts-of-terror’ such as the story of Jephthah’s 
daughter and the rape of the concubine in Judges 19. These 
are the sort of passages that cause the less brave amongst us 
to enquire plaintively ‘what are the other options?’ whenever 
we encounter them in the Lectionary!
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Team work at its best

Mixed Saints MC BOP Team with Reverend Julie Guest

Top Parish
“God loves me, God is here with me, God doesn’t think I’m 
trash…” These were the opening words of one of the Top 
Parish teams set with the task of writing a rap on the theme: 
‘What the world sees as trash, God sees as treasure’. The team 
went on to say: ‘…so pray for me, and care for me, and love me 
like your own, and bring me to your shores and welcome me 
to your home…’

Deep and meaningful words from one of the many teams 
at Top Parish 2018 and a challenge to us all to love and pray 
for all our young people and to remember we are all God’s 
treasures. Similar words were echoed by young Eruera Ingle as 
he presented his speech on why he should be elected Bishop 
for the Day as well as presenting some challenging scenarios 
and questions to our two bishops present. Eruera obviously 
won the hearts of many including all his Te Aute supporters 
as he was elected Bishop for the Day and helped lead the 
liturgy alongside Bishop Ngarahu and Bishop Andrew at our 
Sunday Service. Congratulations Eruera, and to all those who 
were brave enough to be nominated, quizzed and present 
speeches. 

There was certainly lots of love and joy as teams 
gathered from all over Waiapu on a beautiful 
sunny Bay of Plenty day. Sadly three teams from 
Hukarere College in Hawkes Bay they were unable 
to make it. They had returned to their school for a 
big clean up following the flooding and evacuation 
just 2 days earlier.  We certainly missed their happy 
faces, beautiful voices and their presence with us. 

The unexpected consequence was that we had to 
rope in some others - bishops, clergy, bus drivers and 
adult leaders to form another couple of teams. This 
proved to be a lot of fun, with competitiveness and 
hilarity had by all.  Thanks go to Bishop Andrew and 
Bishop Ngarahu for shepherding their teams.  

This year was also the first year 
we had two Messy Church teams 
entered and despite their overall 
younger ages they were extremely 
competitive and didn’t leave 
without taking with them a Junior 
Fair Play Award and a number 
of second and third places. So 
perhaps as we head into the 
future and celebrate 40 years of 
Top Parish in Waiapu (in 2019) we 
will see a more intergenerational 
approach as we embrace all 
ages - and all God’ s treasures 
- as we gather together under 
the banner of Top Parish.  

Afternoon games with Bishop Rahu Katene leading the way

Jocelyn Czerwonka reflects on the 39th Top Parish.
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The Day of  Resurrection 
Stephen Donald speaks of the significance of this bi-cultural feast day.

To the strains of the Easter hymn ‘Rangi tapu, rangi koa’, around 200 people crowded 
into Holy Trinity Church, Gisborne, on Easter Day when the Tairawhiti Whānau Karakia 
congregation was joined by the combined congregations of Gisborne and Waipaoa 

parishes for a joint celebration of the Day of Resurrection. Bishop Andrew Hedge, the Bishop 
of Waiapu, and Bishop Don Tamihere, Te Pihopa o Te Tairawhiti (to be installed as Te Pihopa 
o Aotearoa later this month – see box) preached and presided. It was the first time the two 
bishops have managed to co-ordinate their diaries in order to share a Sunday service since 
Bishop Don’s ordination as bishop in March 2017.

Since the beginning of August 2017, the Whānau Karakia team have led the 10.00am service 
on the first Sunday of each month at Holy Trinity. This service was formerly held at Te Rau 
College in Temple Street, only a block from the church. Using a multi-purpose space required 
setting up every time, plus this was often overcrowded. The Whānau Karakia leadership team, 
consisting of the Rev’ds Michael Tamihere and Christopher Huriwai-Douglas, plus a number 
of minita-a-iwi and kaikarakia, are totally responsible for the worship at 10.00 am on the first 
Sunday of the month, with shared lunch to follow in the parish hall. 

“Sharing the space at Holy Trinity just makes common sense and realises a long-held dream 
that the Rev’d (now Bishop) Don Tamihere and I have had ever since I became priest-in-charge 
of Gisborne parish in October 2015 and long before,” says Regional Dean in Eastland, the Rev’d 
Stephen Donald. “Most of our regular parish 10.00 am congregation attend and have the 
opportunity to experience worship in a Māori context.” 

“Unfortunately I do not always get to just sit in the congregation on this Sunday,” he says, “As 
I often take the chance to get around the other four parishes in the region, and be with them 
for worship.” 

As part of the Tairawhiti team at Holy Trinity on Easter Day was the Rev’d Dr Judy Ming Lin from 
the Diocese of Los Angeles. Judy is a vocational dean working primarily among the Chinese 
community in Los Angeles, and also involved in the Red Shirt Project with the Episcopal Church. 
Last year she met Bishop Don and the team when they visited South Dakota (see the October 
2017 edition of Waiapu News), and was visiting Bishop Don and his wife Kisa in Gisborne when 
the announcement of the new Pihopa o Aotearoa was made in March. Determined to stay 
on Bishop Don’s installation later in April, she has become a regular worshipper at weekday 
services at Holy Trinity. 

Curate The Reverend Peter Jin leads the procession

Installation of Bishop Don Tamihere as Te Pihopa o Aotearoa

Saturday 28th April 2018

8.00 am Powhiri onto Manutuke Marae near Gisborne.

10.00 am Installation service in Tokotoru Tapu Church

Nau mai, haere mai – all are welcome!
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Bishop Andrew reflects on visits to both the UK and Fiji which highlighted the climate change crisis starkly.

Earlier this year I spent some time in England visiting several dioceses for 
different reasons. I was in England primarily to be with the Diocese of 
Norwich as they celebrated 50 years of partnership with the Anglican 

Church of Papua New Guinea and also the Diocese of Leeds for the installation 
of Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley as Bishop of Ripon. On my travels from Norwich 
to Leeds I spent some time in the Diocese of Lincoln with Bishop Christopher 
Lowson and his recently appointed Chaplain and Kiwi colleague, the Rev’d 
Jayson Rhodes.

Bishop Christopher spoke with me about the relationship that the Diocese 
of Lincoln is developing with the Diocese of Polynesia and the conversation 
led towards the question of what the dioceses would have in common. 
Aside from the natural connection as being fellow members of the Anglican 
Communion I wondered about whether there were other obvious points of 
connection between two dioceses which on the surface seem worlds apart 
both in geography and culture. Bishop Christopher’s reply to me came as a 
surprise when he mentioned that a significant common issue is the effects of 

coastal erosion and depletion of agricultural land due to the effects of climate 
change. 

Archbishop Winston Halapua has provided this Church with significant 
leadership on the topic of climate change as he has promoted to our province 
and the world the severe consequences to the islands in the Pacific. I was 
privileged to experience the reality of climate change during a recent visit to Fiji 
when I accompanied the members and supporters of the Oceania FONO on a 
voyage to the remains of an island off the coast of Suva. The voyage aboard the 
Uto Ni Yalo, a traditional style ocean going vaka developed on the principles 
of sustainable sea voyaging, took us to a sandbank where we celebrated the 
Eucharist together. The sand bank had once been an island, covered in palm 
trees and vegetation, which provided a stop-off for local travellers between 
the islands off Suva. All that remains of the island is a barren sand bar that is 
only accessible at low tide. Standing on this sand bar looking out at the vast 
Pacific Ocean was a stark experience of the reality of climate change in our part 
of the world. 

Climate Change and a Tale of  Two Dioceses
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The experience of coastal farmers in Lincolnshire is not too different according 
to Bishop Christopher, and the work that can be done by the church to 
encourage the development of theology and understanding about climate 
change is a task of mission for our current generation. I hope that as the 
relationship and partnership is developed between these two dioceses we 
will all see the opportunities to learn more and be further inspired to attend 
to the work of sustaining our environment as an active outworking of our 
faith. 

Eucharist on the sandbank - with the band

The Central Hawke’s Bay Family Services Team have had a busy Term 
One supporting children through the Breakfast Club and After School 
Programmes. 

During Holy Week the Reverend Joan Edmundson the new vicar of the CHB 
Parish brought her special brand of caring and sharing the Good News of Easter 
from Eastland (where she was the Vicar of Waipaoa) by delivering Easter eggs 
and hot cross buns to the children attending the Breakfast Club. The Breakfast 
Club Coordinator, Celia Tangohai and her assistant Kelly Waihape said these 
special treats were extremely well received by the children, and for some 
strange reason more children attended over those days!

Central Hawke's Bay Family Services Easter Angel
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A century ago in the
Waiapu Gazette
 The Reverend Stephen Donald

This editorial1 in the December 1917 edition of our diocesan 
monthly newspaper is written in some of darkest days of the 
First World War. Although primarily a rallying cry to support 
the Church of England Men’s Society (a major movement for 
the early years of the 20th century), it also reflects a church and 
society wearied by over three years of war, and when the reality 
of communities, stripped of their young men volunteering or by 
conscription, was starting to come into stark reality.

NOW IT IS HIGH TIME TO AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP

If at any time the best energy and enthusiasm of Church 
laymen were required, it is now. Our strongest efforts are 
required to buy up the opportunity, “redeeming the time,” 

because the days are evil. When the Great Push is taking place 
every available man is required in the trenches. 

This is not the time to slacken our energies, to suspend our 
parochial branches of C.E.M.S., to cease operations because 
our young men are away at the war. It is all very well for our 
old men to see visions and dream dreams, but now above all 
times is the time for action. In England the Archbishops and 
leaders of the C.E.M.S. are straining every nerve to strengthen 
the Society, to urge it forward to more, aggressive and 
devoted efforts and to enlarge the scope of its activities. 

Difficult problems of many kinds are crying for solution and 
they must be solved by the Church in the Church’s way. Why 
are we so timid? In every parish C.E.M.S. should be hard at 
work arousing interest and enthusiasm in the Church’s war 
work, helping in the great effort to put our Sunday Schools on 
a more satisfactory basis, arousing interest in Church Schools, 
providing lay services where parishes are suffering from the 
absence and illness of clergy. 

There are constant streams of wounded soldiers returning to 
their homes and to the hospitals. Are our C.E.M.S. branches 
welcoming them to membership, visiting them in hospital, 
and getting them to Church? There are thousands of men 

going away with each reinforcement. Does the 
C.E.M.S. see that the Institutes at Trentham and 
Featherston and that the transports are supplied 
with Church literature? 

We need not leave it all to the Camp Chaplains. 
The Institutes want works of fiction of good 
moral tone and, if religious, sympathetic with the 
Church, also magazines and periodicals. We are 
trying to bring back the Lord ‘s Own Service to 
its proper place in the worship of the Lord’s Own 
Day. Is the C.E.M.S. leading the way and helping 
the Church to recover from its long torpor of self-
satisfaction and easy-going contentment with choral mattins 
and sermons? 

The fact that so many of our members are away at the front 
should stir our branches to greater activity. The work here at 
home is just as urgent as the work at the front. Must we wait 
till those who are already doing their duty there come back to 
do ours for us here? An Organising Secretary was appointed a 
year or two ago, a most excellent man, but he wanted first to 
do his bit at the front before taking up his duty here; perhaps 
he was right. He did his part nobly and well, and died in his 
country’s service and in the Church’s service. Another has 
been appointed, and as he is also on duty at the front, cannot 
take up his work here till May 1918. 

If the young men have gone to the front surely there are a 
few older ones left among us to welcome back the boys and 
help them to Church life. Now is the time to resuscitate every 
branch of the C.E.M.S. in New Zealand and to get to work. 
If the parson happens to be asleep, never mind; wake him 
up, and get a move on. Even the slowest of parsons will not 
object to the enthusiasm of his brothers of the C.E.M.S. It is 
not necessary in these matters always to wait for a lead from 
the clergy. It is far better, that the initiative should sometimes 
come from the layman, and the parson feels a delightful, if 

novel, sensation in being carried along by a stream of lay 
enthusiasm. 

The ladies are working their fingers off for the Red Cross and 
the wounded. Why shouldn’t the men devote their energies 
to the service of the men who are fighting and dying? 

It is unfair perhaps to blame the C.E.M.S. for all our laxity; its 
constitution provides only for communicants as members; our 
Parish affairs are largely in the hands of non-communicants 
and of communicants who are not members of C.E.M.S. The 
C.E.M.S. labours under a great disadvantage as an organiser of 
Parochial or Diocesan efforts, because there are many zealous 
non-communicant helpers who cannot be admitted to its 
membership, but the C.E M.S. can act as a centre of activity. 
The whole thing requires only a little central organisation. The 
C.E.M.S.’ is our only Church organisation for men, and success 
depends entirely upon them. Carry on! 

Image credit: Alexander Turnbull Library, The Press (Christchurch) 
Collection (PAColl-3031) Reference: 1/1-008354-G

1 Edited from Waiapu Church Gazette, Dec 1917, page 44 http://
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz
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What began in Waiapu is shared with other dioceses.

Young people around New Zealand will soon be soon be growing their faith 
by following a path developed here in Waiapu.  LT4Youth (Leadership Training 
for Youth) was created by Jocelyn Czerwonka, our Waiapu Koru Ministry 

Leader.  Jocelyn was looking for a way to help raise confident young people who are 
committed to faith, service, and leadership.  

For several years here in Waiapu LT4Youth has provided a way to nurture young 
people without necessarily having a huge youth group in their local parish. Now 
the programme has been gifted to the wider church, under the auspices of Anglican 
Youth. Named ‘The Faith Project’, it is being taken up by a number of other dioceses. 

With LT4Youth / The Faith Project the young people complete projects relating to 
each of the five Marks of Mission over two years. When all five Marks are completed 
they will be eligible to receive a Bishop’s Award.

Jocelyn encourages the young people who will begin this challenge saying to them: 
‘As a Christian our whole life becomes a faith project, an ongoing walk with God. Even 
when you complete the Faith Project and receive a Bishop’s Award, it is really just the 
beginning of the rest of your life walking in faith with God. In a way, the Faith Project 
is about preparing you for the ongoing journey.’ 

Bishop Andrew says, ‘The Diocese of Waiapu is delighted to share this programme 
with other dioceses.  It is exciting to see the network of young people engaging with 
discovering mission in this way.  No matter where they find themselves they can know 
they are supported with the strength of prayerful support from Waiapu.’

The Faith Project – a Gift from Waiapu 
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From the Ministry Educator
 The Reverend Deborah Broome

One of the things I look forward to every year in Lent is the annual Lent 
Madness competition run by a bunch of enthusiastic Episcopalians in 
the United States.  If you want to see how a devotional practice can be 

combined with a cut-throat competition, do check it out. There is humour, and 
there is a chance to see how God has worked in the lives of men and women 
through the centuries.  Through Lent Madness (www.lentmadness.org) I’ve 
found out about some amazing people (true, some are a little weird, but that’s 
OK).   And it’s a great way to keep Lent, especially for those who, unlike me, 
don’t run to purple nail polish.

The first match-up of this Lent pitted St Peter and St Paul against each other.  
This was a hard one for me: I relate to Peter’s stubbornness and I like the 
honesty with which he is portrayed in the Gospels, while Paul has had such a 
huge impact on the Church as a whole.  I connect with his love for the church 
communities that he founded and his emphasis on God’s grace and the work 
of the Holy Spirit. A tough choice!

Paul insisted, over and over, that what Christ has done for us should shape 
how we live and how we act towards one another. There’s even a jargon phrase 
for this: ’the indicative precedes the imperative’.  The indicative mood is about 
objective fact, about making statements.  It’s what God has done for us in 
Christ.  

What flows from that is what we should do about it, and that’s where the 
imperative mood comes in: it’s used for commands, requests or appeals.   This 
is about calling on us to live in a certain way, in the light of what has already 
happened.  It’s about ‘God has done this, therefore you should do that.’  I no-
one minds the grammar lesson too much, but some of this stuff is pretty cool…

A few years ago now I studied a wonderful University of Otago paper, Gift and 
Grace in Paul, taught by visiting scholar John Barclay, who went on to write 
Paul and the Gift. The key point of both the course and book was to set Paul’s 

teaching on grace within the larger context of ‘gift’: gift-giving in Graeco-
Roman society, God’s gifts to us, and our gifts to one another.  It gave me the 
chance to come to grips with 2 Corinthians 8-9, which deals with the collection 
made by a number of churches for the church in Jerusalem which had fallen 
on hard times.  This is a section of that letter which has stuck with me, and I’ve 
used it in a number of areas, including parish stewardship teaching.  

What stands out at the beginning are the Macedonians – who managed to 
combine abundant joy and extreme poverty in a way that overflowed into 
generosity.  It’s a beautiful picture – and example for us – of churches reaching 
out in love and support to one another.  Because Christ has formed us into a 
community, we are willing to share with others what we have (or as Paul put 
it, finding ‘a fair balance between your present abundance and their need’).  
Because of what Christ has given to us, we are able and willing to give to others.   

So what happened in that first Lent Madness match-up?  Well I voted for Paul in 
the end – but he lost out to St Peter 49% to 51%.  At the time of writing we don’t 
know whether Peter will go on to win the coveted ‘Golden Halo’ – or whether 
he will be beaten by any of Katharina von Bora, Edith Cavell, or Richard Hooker.  
Some pretty stiff competition there - check them out!
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A lengthy chapter in the life of one of our church bodies came to an end 
in March when Adrienne Bruce was farewelled from Tikanga Pākehā 
Ministry Council (TPMC). The Council is a forum for policy discussion and 

development relating to ministry within Tikanga Pākehā, and meets twice a 
year.  Dioceses are represented by a bishop and one or two others: Adrienne has 
been one of the Waiapu reps since 2002, which makes her one of the longest-
serving members.  In that time she has also served on TPMC Executive and for 
a number of years has also convened the Funding Review Group. This small 
group was responsible for reviewing funding applications made by Pākehā 
dioceses to the St John’s College Trust Board, checking that these meet the 
funding criteria and so ensuring that the application process runs smoothly.

Adrienne has also served on two other bodies: Te Kotahitanga (a Standing 
Commission of General Synod / Te Hīnota Whānui, with the role of being the 
ministry body for the three Tikanga within this province) and she chairs the 
Kinder Library Oversight Committee.  

In appreciation of her years of service Adrienne was presented with a sculpture 
carved by Craig McLanachan, Co-Lay Director of Cursillo for the Diocese of 
Dunedin.

She also received many good wishes from her TPMC colleagues.  ‘When 
someone has been on a committee for so long’, said one of the members, 
‘they develop close relationships with us all – as well as holding a lot of the 
institutional memory.  We will miss Adrienne’s contribution hugely.’

The End of an Era
Adrienne Bruce concludes her time on TPMC as one of Waiapu’s reps.

Rev'ds Peter Carrell, Adrienne Bruce (with Oamaru Stone carving), Ms Paula Jakeman and 
Anne Gover
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Much has happened in my life since I wrote my last article. The other 
Persian in our household, Athena, died. I was real sad, as were my 
humans – especially my primary human. Athena had always been 

there. It was strange being the only one. When my humans were away I was 
all by myself. I’d never been alone before. Some days I’d go looking for Athena, 
hoping that she would be there, but no – no Athena. After a while I started 
to get use to being the only Persian around. My human explained to me that 
when someone dies we have to learn a new normal. Well, I was getting the 
hang of this new normal, when ….

My humans came home one day with this small bundle of hyperactive white 
fur. At first I didn’t know how to cope. I’d follow her around, sniff her (it’s what 
Persians do – strange how humans don’t sniff each other), and then to show 
her who is boss I’d get a bit testy. I admit I was angry at times, but it was hard 
having another Persian around. I wondered if I’d still be my human’s special 
feline friend.

This all happened two weeks ago, and things are now looking up. I forgot to 
tell you her name: Artemis. And guess what, she and I are related. Her great-
grandad is my dad. So I guess we are some kind of cuzzies. 

But let me tell you the things she gets up to. One day, when her primary human 
was away, she unravelled a whole roll of toilet paper. My food bowl is on my 
human’s desk – that’s our special place where he and I hang out. Well – this will 
be hard to believe, but – she comes and pushes in and pinches my food, and 
when I’m eating she tries to play with my tail. 

The other day I heard my human complaining to the other human how she 
uses him as a jungle gym at night – jumping on top of him and nipping him. Just 
when the humans and me are getting ready for bed, Artemis decides it’s time 
to play. She will run from one end of the house to other, then jump onto the 
humans’ bed and pounce on their feet. I told my human I thought she was a bit 
OTT but he said I was like that once. Okay, I recall climbing up the curtains and 
hassling Athena a bit, but surely, I wasn’t as hyperactive as this? 

I admit, I’m starting to get quite fond of Artemis and she is rather cute – but 
that’s just between you and me!. When she does silly things, like get into spaces 
she can’t get out of, I get worried and tell the humans. Though at times I have to 
give her a pat or two – just to set the boundaries. But yesterday she jumped on 
top of me. I just let it go, and walked on. Sometimes that’s the best thing to do. 
And when I need space, I go outside for some time by myself.

I’ve discovered that my human still loves me, and that Artemis has her special 
primary human – and it’s good having the company when both humans 
are away, albeit annoying company at times. I’m glad Artemis is part of our 
household, but sometimes, as my human explained, even good changes can 
be hard and we can grieve ‘cause life isn’t how it was. I guess it’s the same for 
humans. 


