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Church, Manutuke, re-consecrated.

This edition comes to you just as the Advent season draws to a close and as we begin our Christmas 
celebrations.  Parishes around the diocese find many and varied ways of bringing the Christmas 
story to children and their families in their local communities.  One method is by way of Messy 

Church - designed not for those who are already highly involved in the life of the parish community 
(although they may be involved in helping) but as a way of reaching out to tell these stories, which are 
central to who we are as followers of Christ, to local families who may not come to our more traditional 
services.  Read about what two parishes in the Bay of Plenty have been up to on page 10.
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From Bishop Andrew

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
Luke 2.8-20 (NRSV)

In recent years this passage has struck 
me more than most other aspects of 
the story we celebrate at Christmas. The 

three elements that sit deeply with me are 
proclamation, discovery and praise. That in 
itself is enough to capture a sense of wonder 
at this season of impossible birth. But what 

The proclamation of the new birth of the Messiah 
happens outside the hullabaloo created by the calling 
of a census. The Lord is proclaimed where people are 
sitting still, attentive, waiting and listening for the 
unusual sounds of the night. The shepherds are drawn 
into the mystery of the story that does take place in the 
midst of all people and their joy is not to proclaim this 
further, but to offer praise.

The story of Christmas is one to be told, that must 
be proclaimed, but I hope that in response to that 
proclamation we seek to encourage praise. My hope 
is that we seek to draw others into the heart of the 
story and offer them an opportunity to walk away with 

hearts full of praise for what God has 
done. I hope that in the crowds who will 
gather this Christmas that we continue 
to search for a way to proclaim the story 
to those who sit still, attentive, waiting 
and listening for the unusual sounds 
of life. And I trust that we proclaim the 
story to those who others find it hard to 
embrace. 

May the blessing that was bestowed 
upon the shepherds that night, 
embolden you to seek the outsiders 
this Christmas. And may you together 
discover the wonder of Bethlehem this 
Christmas, in Waiapu.

lifts this story even more for me is that these ones to 
whom the good news was proclaimed, by whom new 
birth was discovered, and from whom praises to the 
almighty flowed, are the least of the community. 

The smelly, untrustworthy, rather unsavoury shepherds 
have a life far removed from most in first-century 
Palestine. These are not the ones who gather each 
week to tell of the fortunes of soldiers in battle, wage 
politics on the floor of the common ground or trade, or 
teach, or heal. These ones, these shepherds, are tending 
sheep and looking for green pasture. They are ordinary 
unspectacular folk who are probably overlooked or 
even avoided by most in the community.
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Young people at the blessing for the Oihi Pilgrimage with Bishop Andrew
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Memorial to the defenders of 
Waerenga-a-Hika pa at Poverty Bay, 
November 1865, unveiled on 150th 
anniversary, 17 November 2015.

The Papua New Guinea visiting bishops with Bishop Andrew, Archbishop Brown Turei and Ministry Educator, Deborah Broome

The gathering of the van Oeveren family, following the 
installation of the Reverend David van Oeveren as Regional 

Dean in Hawke's Bay

Warren Mudgway, Hamish Whyman Samuel Frost, 

Amy Whyman, and Brooklyn Marshall following their 

confirmations at the Cathedral recently

Graeme Pilgrim - priest-in-c
harge 

of Puketapu with the new ban
ner'
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Dr Paul Hendy of the Taradale Parish describes the 
recent joint pilgrimage between the dioceses of 
Rockhampton, Norwich and Waiapu on which he was 
privileged to be a member.

Initial doubts about the value of such short term 
missions were dispelled after taking part in this 
pilgrimage.  This was an exciting and worthwhile 

venture  and I am convinced this is a worthwhile activity 
for Christians to undertake. Initially reluctant to be 
involved but was persuaded by  Hugh McBain to join 
the team.  

Church Missionary Society training was provided in 
Taradale for the New Zealand team and then further 
briefing took place once we arrived in Brisbane where 
we met our fellow pilgrims. Four were from Australia 
and the rest from Norwich in England, where most had been 
attracted by an advertisement in their equivalent of the 
Waiapu News. Australian Bishop Cameron Venables lead us 
through aspects of culture, language, and what we could 
expect on our trip. 

Arriving in the heat of Port Moresby was an experience with 
the area already suffering an El Nino. 

We received a splendid welcome from Archbishop Clyde 
and Bishop Denny of Port Moresby followed by celebratory 
feasting and speeches on the first night. 

Early the next day we were separated into three groups. 
Seven of us, the ‘Dogura group’ flew to Alotau on superb 
Air Nuiguinea. Travelling by vehicle up and over a mountain 
pass  and descending down onto the beach to be met by 
Bishop Tennyson of Dogura.   Then followed a three-hour 
boat trip on a banana boat out to Weddau. 

I marvelled at the rugged coastline, clearly quite mountainous 
and in many places uninhabited.  The area where we stayed 
was on the site of previous tribal warfare but now sported 
a splendid cathedral built by a farmer from Taranaki in the 
1920s.   This is deemed a sacred area – the place where the 
first missionaries landed in PNG and subsequently spread the 
Gospel.

The area was extremely picturesque although  Dogura 
Cathedral  is looking run down and needs  maintenance 
to bring it up to its former standard; similarly the 
accommodation buildings need extensive rebuilding.   I 
was impressed by the work of the local Anglican hospital.  
Its childcare and maternity care as well as the large 
secondary school support this district and the children 
from surrounding mountainous areas. 

Again I had to marvel at the work of Bishop Tennyson 
covering 26 parishes, often by walking weeks on end 
through rugged mountainous conditions rather like the 
Southern Alps. Further to the west we discovered a mountain 
which is 2,000 metres higher than Mount Cook. 

My personal dream would be to see this very poor area replace 
its current diesel electricity supply with solar, wind or micro-
hydro. This would then make this area more self-sustaining 
and environmentally cleaner.   There appeared to be a high 
degree of literacy and knowledge of English in this district. 

After three days we regrouped in Port Moresby before flying 
again across the Stanley mountain chain to the area of 
Popondetta, Oro Bay.

There followed three days of exploration of the work of the 
Anglican Church.   This included Saint Margaret’s Hospital at 
Oro Bay, although unfortunately there was no doctor present.  

This is a very modern up-to-date hospital and seemed 
well staffed and is undertaking work with AIDS and HIV, 
as well as child and maternity care. A group of us visited 
Newton Theological College where we received yet 
again an amazing welcome with dancers and feasting. 

The final day in Port Moresby gave us a look into the 
work of Anglicare in the centre of the city.   Again the 
organisation is dealing impressively with the needs 
of the AIDS sufferers teaching them how to manage 
clean water and in general providing a high degree of 
education. We were blessed to receive a warm welcome 

everywhere, and were struck by the lack of violence and the 
resourcefulness of the Papuan population.

I guess what surprised me the most was the ease for us 
as Kiwis being able to visit PNG. It was only a short hop to 
Brisbane with another shorter trip to Port Moresby which has 
only a two hour time lag.  It seemed much closer than I had 
expected.

I believe we as a Diocese can play a very strong supportive 
role in PNG and it would be good to see this as a feature 
of diocesan overseas mission in the future.   With the 
appointment of Margaret Poynton as the secretary to the 
Archbishop in Port Moresby we now have a New Zealand 
connection in PNG, and a link for further investigation into 
projects with the Anglican Church in PNG. 

Expect the Unexpected!
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Experts in the science of Global Change, and people 
of Islamic, Jewish, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, 
Baha’i  faiths and spiritual traditions explored 

together ways in which our world’s faiths shared views 
at Massey University recently. Hosted by Palmerston 
North’s Interfaith group, this forum gathered those from 
around the North Island, with contribution from a Māori 
perspective rounding out the perspectives. 

It was a real joy to attend this gathering with one of the 
local Third Order Franciscans from Hastings. The forum 
key note speakers were all leaders in their different 
faiths and all of them experts in the field of science and 
environmental issues.

So what was the connecting view? That human beings have 
a sacred responsibility to care for the earth, its people and 
all living things – and we all could help develop a common 
will to solve problems threatening the future of our planet. 
It became very apparent as we listened and shared that it 
is important to respect other faiths; at the same time to be 
clear about our own spiritual individual paths, so that we 
can apply them as central to our lives. 

We agreed that all had a responsibility to talk to people 
about environmental and global warming issues and 
to help each other to see that poverty, justice, peace and 
environmental issues are related.  A question for us to 
ponder was – ‘How good an ancestor am I?’ The following 
statement on behalf of the forum was made:

We,

•	 Acknowledge that, if we hope to ensure the future of life 
on earth, we must urgently change the path we are on.

•	 Reject the theological understanding of a disposable 
earth and the incessant drive for limitless growth 
motivated by a relentless focus on profit.

•	 Affirm that the economy should benefit humanity 
within the bounds of a sustainable earth.

•	 Acknowledge the interconnectedness of all life on earth

Inter-faith Conversations on ‘Care of Creation’
Dorothy Brooker reports on the gathering at Massey University arranged by the Palmerston .North Interfaith group on subject of Climate change.

•	 Welcome people displaced by climate change.

•	 Urge our faith communities to explore ways 
to minimise fossil fuel use and greenhouse gas 
emissions.

•	 Commit ourselves to share resources and material 
that will help educate and inform our local and faith 
communities on climate change, so that they can 
become agents of transformation.

•	 Commit ourselves to engage with government, 
business sectors and the wider civil society, in 
shaping and implementing policies in the areas of 
energy and climate change.

Pope Francis’s encyclical, ‘Laudato Si’ was affirmed by all 
present. Many spoke of the need to change our thinking 
as humans towards interconnectedness with creation, 
and taking responsibility for all of creation and the planet 
as a whole. It became obvious that the teachings in all 
faiths provide glimpses of experience of oneness with 
creation that makes a difference in adding drive towards 
action. ‘Contemplation in Action’; most faith traditions 
use such meditation or forms of prayer to help build up a 
relationship with God and creation.

As a Franciscan, I could hear St Francis echoing these 
sentiments, and it would be a valuable reason to get 
people from different spiritual traditions together to 
learn about, and have instruction, in spiritual practises 
that help us build relationship with our creator, creation 
and one another.

The National Inter-faith gathering in Auckland 26th – 
28th February 2016 is another opportunity to meet and 
perhaps continue some of this conversation. The contact 
person of the interfaith group in Auckland is Ruth 
Cleaver email mcleaver@xtra.co.nz.

Dorothy has posters and registration forms and can be 
contacted at dorothy.brooker@gmail.com 

Issue 69  Waiapu News      5



Issue 69   Waiapu News6

– St George’s, Seatoun -Strathmore and St Anne’s, 
Northland-Wilton. Alongside parish ministry Deborah 
was appointed Canon Theologian for the diocese, and 
Director of the Wellington Institute of Theology. Study 
continued to figure largely in her life as Deborah 
completed a post-graduate diploma and then 
M.Theol from Otago. Her research focussed on St 
Augustine of Hippo – ‘also known as the other man 
in my life’, Deborah adds.

Even with ministry education as one of her passions, 
the role of Ministry Educator in Waiapu still came ‘a bit 

out of the blue as I was enjoying what I was doing 
as a vicar’. 

But already Deborah is discovering that what she 
loves about this job is being able to work alongside 
people to mentor them to ‘Love God with their 
minds’. Now she gets to do that without having to 
juggle that alongside a parish. Another aspect of 
her vision for the role comes in the desire to find 
ways to help clergy fulfil their ordination promise 
‘to be faithful in prayer and study.’

Deborah is passionate about good liturgy and the 
lectionary, and really loves preaching. So she is 
looking forward to preaching in parishes around 
the diocese over the coming years, and sharing ‘all 
the stuff that Augustine has taught me’.

Another claim to fame is that Deborah is the 
‘cupcake’ queen and she has always 

worn her nail polish in 
liturgical colours. And 
what about this move to 
the Bay? Not surprisingly, 
she is enjoying the 
warmth and the wineries. 

Married to Alister Hendery 
and living in Poraiti with 
Athena the cat, who has 
her own Facebook page 
(search for Athena Broome), 
Deborah continues to 
be passionate about 
theological education. She 
loves to delve into books; it is 
indeed ‘the perfect job’. 

Adrienne Bruce chats to the new Ministry Educator, 
the Reverend Deborah Broome, as she settles into 
her role and gets to know the Diocese.

Deborah Broome is a long way from the place 
of her birth. Born in London, the Thames is 
her river and the Southern Cross the waka 

that brought her to New Zealand at the very young 
age of three. Although the family thought they were 
headed for Napier, it has taken a few more decades 
for Deborah to finally get there.  Her father’s job 
diverted them, on arrival, to Palmerston North.

After growing up in the Manawatu, Deborah headed 
for Canterbury University to study history, classics 
and English. This led to a career in the civil service 
initially in Wellington where she began a role with 
the Department of Scientific & Industrial Research. 

‘Classics came in useful because the scientific terms 
all came from Greek,’ she says. 

Deborah was then seconded to the Beehive as a 
private secretary for two years before moving into 
Trade and Industry. On moving to Foreign Affairs she 
specialised in trade policy. This took her to Brussels 
as a diplomat. Her younger daughter Sparky was 
born during the three years the family lived in 
Belgium. On their return from Europe the family settled back 
in Wellington where Sparky and her older sister Katherine 
currently live. 

Whilst Deborah began her spiritual discernment prior to 
going to Brussels, it was on her return that she completed 
the Wellington diocesan ordination discernment process. 
She went to St John’s in February 1995.

Returning to the Wellington Diocese, Deborah moved 
into parish ministry for 18 years, serving in two parishes 
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Habitat for Humanity is a large organisation world-wide. Their vision is that of helping to 
provide affordable housing for all and in doing so promote dignity and hope. 

As a result of Cambodia’s turbulent history just under 20% of the population live below 
the poverty line, with many people living in slum areas at risk of forced eviction.  The majority 
do not have access to loans and cannot better their living conditions.

Habitat for Humanity helps in different ways including helping families to be legally relocated 
to government land and then assisting with funding and labour volunteer teams. Usually the 
house owner has to give up to 500 hours of “sweat equity” to be eligible for consideration.

Team leaders Jim and Ann Dowman drew together a group of fourteen volunteers for this 
build. Several had worked with Ann and Jim on previous builds but some were “novices”.

In the team there were some experienced builders but the rest of us had a variety of skills. The 
only criteria for a build are ‘the willingness to give it a go, take guidance and be prepared to 
roll up our sleeves’. Because of this there was a wonderful atmosphere of fun and hard work.

Our team helped two families. One family had been living in an informal site in what was to 
become public gardens. Even with husband, wife and two daughters working, they still could 
not afford the building materials. 

The other family live in a more rural setting; they used to live on the railway station with 
minimal security, and concern for the five daughters being brought up in this slum area. In 
2010, the Asia Development Bank cooperated with the Cambodian government to move 
these families and they were each provided with a small plot of land. The second family 
managed to build their five by seven metre house but were unable to build the kitchen and 
toilet. Over 50% of Cambodians have no toilet, the lack of sanitation contributing to the 20% 
child mortality rate.

Our build coincided with the rainy season and we spent much time sliding around the site 
with what seemed like a couple of kilograms of mud on each shoe. We were divided into two 
groups. I was with five others at the rural site. We were lucky that we did have a tarpaulin to 
keep some of the water off the cement. It was a pity about the leak that ran down the back of 
my neck and out through my trouser leg though! Luckily raining or not, the temperature was 
hot and the humidity so high one hardly noticed.

The external walls had been constructed by a previous team of volunteers but we built an 
internal wall, rendered and then painted all the walls. There were some challenges, primarily 
running out of supplies which were remedied by Jim from Habitat funds. Trying to eke out 

Experiencing a Habitat for Humanity Build

supplies as an amateur is not easy but we did try very hard to minimise wastage. 

The other site was less fortunate in that there was no money for tarpaulins and on day three 
rain stopped play! We all got together for some sight-seeing, in particular the memorial to the 
killing fields. It was terrible to see the stone carvings depicting the atrocities.

After our six days of building we were all sad to have to leave. I think each of us would have 
liked to stay on. Despite language difficulties we became friendly with the house owners who 
worked along with us, the local contractors who repeatedly helped my rendering technique 
with such patience, and of course the bevy of children who would chatter and ‘help’ as children 
do.

The house dedication and handing over the key ceremony was very moving and seeing the 
faces of the families was worth every sweaty and dirty moment.
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The Habitat for Humanity build in Cambodia

Dr Seona Stubbs, a retired paediatrician, is a member of St Luke’s, Rotorua where she is a driving force behind their weekly drop-in which provides a meal for upwards of 70 people. She 
also has an interest in the work of Habitat for Humanity and tells of a recent build with which she was involved in Cambodia.
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Playgroup meeting at Beachaven's new premises recently

Adrienne Bruce tells of the journey in joining a social service agency and mission on the one site

Beachaven & Mission folk with Bishop Andrew

The Anglican footprint has been visible in Papamoa East for fifteen years now, and is 
ready to develop and expand further in this area, deemed by statisticians as the fastest 
growing community in New Zealand.

In 2001 Beachaven Community House was established at a time when there was no orbital 
bus service to other parts of the Tauranga - Mount Maunganui areas. This was a community 
development project in the true sense of the word, and became a place for mothers and their 
children to drop in for friendship and support and at times guidance as well, playgroup and 
music sessions and craft activities. 

Then there were the seniors’ programmes, especially rummikub, community lunches, the 
Big Day out as well as counselling services offered to the community. The funding for this 
Community House, now called Beachaven Family Services, has always been by way of grants 
from philanthropic organisations. Its base funder has been and continues to be the Dovecote 
Drop-in & Op Shop which was the first outreach the Anglicans made into the Papamoa East 
community in August 2001.

The Papamoa Mission set its mark on the community by renting a house in April 2004. This 
became a place for pre-school music sessions which evolved into a Ministry of Education 
approved playgroup, and a worshipping community developed. 

As the chairperson of both the Mission Committee and Beachaven I found we often had 
conversations at both committees of a model where we could work together from the same site. 

Several ideas have been explored over the years. The challenge was to find somewhere 
that would be acceptable to the neighbours, because the planners for this expanding area did 
not set aside any land for churches. The current option is land designated commercial only.

Recently space became available in the Palm Springs Medical Centre, just a stone’s throw from 
the Dovecote. Conversation ensued about how this might work and could we finally move the 
two entities together. What could have been a logistical nightmare has come to fruition, albeit 
with a small complication for the first two months – the resident physiotherapist still held a 
lease for one room until December!

A powhiri involving a local kaumatua was held, followed a week later by a blessing of the 
rooms by Bishop Andrew. Signage with the Anglican Care Waiapu and the Anglian Church’s 
flax cross signalling the Mission’s presence is liberally placed around the complex. We are fast 
becoming part of this new community alongside the physiotherapist, doctors, the dentist, 
medical lab and chemist – and right next door to the pub!

Working out the relationships of working in the same space will take some time. But the 
dream we all had of physically demonstrating that Anglican mission is about the provision of 
social services and a worshipping community working together, is slowly coming to fruition. 

The original premise of the provision of social services by a church community still holds, and 
those who come to Beachaven are never overwhelmed with religious language or experience 
any pressure or expectations around faith. However they know that also part of this space in 
which they gather is a worshipping community. With the Regional Dean having an office there 
too, there is a priestly presence onsite some of the time. 

May the growing of the Gospel in this way bring greater glory to God in the rapidly-growing 
eastern suburbs of the Tauranga area.



A Century ago in 
Waiapu Gazette
 
Stephen Donald
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St Mary's Home

SOCIAL WORK The half-yearly meeting of the Central 
Committee for the Social Work was held at St. Mary’s 
Home, Napier, on Wednesday, October 27 [1915]. There 

were present: Bishop Sedgewick (in the chair), Archdeacon 
Ruddock, Mrs Sedgwick (representing Takapau), Mrs 
Ruddock (Weber), Mrs Henley (Cathedral Parish, Napier), 
Mrs Thorp (S. Augustine’s), Mrs C.H. Maclean (Rotorua), Mrs 
Gordon Williams, Mrs Kinross White, Mrs Sheath (Patutahi), 
and Deaconess Esther Brand. 

The delegates reported what had been done for the work 
since June 1st in the parishes represented by them, and the 
Deaconess stated what had been done, or would be done, 
in the other parishes — Dannevirke, Hastings, Havelock 
North, Puketapu, Te Karaka, Tolaga Bay, Taradale, Waipukurau, 
Woodville, Waipawa, and Waipiro Bay. 

The financial details are as follows: — received since June 1st: 
Cathedral Parish, Napier, £33, S. Augustine’s £5, Dannevirke 
£10 10s, Hastings £16 15s 6d. (subscriptions) 8s 7d (collection 
on Good Friday), Havelock North ;£16 2s 6d, Otane £3, 
Ormondville £7 11s 6d, Patutahi £5 12s 6d, Puketapu £6 10s, 
Te Karaka ;£1 2s 4d, Tolaga Bay £13 9s, Takapau £11 9s, Weber 
£3 6s, Waipukurau £9 10s, Waipiro Bay £7 6s. Total £156 3s 11d. 

The Deaconess then gave a sketch of the work that had been done since the Home was opened 
on May 31st. Four girls had been received (maternity cases) the first ten days after the opening, 
the fourth in September. They had all been quite willing to stay the required six months after 
the birth of the child; they were doing the daily work well, and making in every way a hopeful 
response to what she described as “the atmosphere” of the Home. The endeavour is to make 
them feel that real penitence, and not a return to mere outward respectability, is the object of 
those who are befriending them. 

With regard to the second branch of the work— the training of Church workers — Nurse 
Sanders, after four months in the Home, started for the Solomons, in the “ Southern Cross,” 
on September 3rd. A. lady is now preparing for evangelistic work in Melanesia, and some 
applications have been received for training for parochial work in this Diocese. Women workers 

are greatly needed, and it is desired that this fact be’ made 
widely known; together with the opportunity for testing 
and training offered at S. Mary’s Home. 

The Bishop said that they were very grateful to all who 
by their subscriptions, their interest, and their practical 
efforts, had, in spite of the special claims of the past year, 
enabled the work to make such a good start. He knew there 
were several parishes that intended to contribute their 
share as soon as they were able. He had three business 
announcements to make: 

1. That Mr Ivan Logan had kindly consented to act as 
Honorary Solicitor for the Rescue Work. 

2. That the Charitable Aid Board had granted the 
services, when required, of one of the Medical 
Staff of the Hospital. 

3. That the Trustees of the Social Work had decided 
to enlarge the House Committee, so that it should 
consist of four men and six women, with the 
Deaconess, ex-officio. 

The Trustees had elected Canon Mayne, and it was now the 
duty of the Central Committee to elect another lady. The Bishop then asked for nominations, 
and Mrs James Murdoch was proposed by Mrs Ruddock, seconded by Mrs Kinross White, and 
unanimously elected. It was resolved that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Ivan Logan for his 
valuable services. At the close of the meeting there was a short service of intercession in the 
Chapel.

N.B. One bedroom in the Workers’ Training Home is still unfurnished ; the furniture required is 
bedstead and bedding, small chest of drawers, small table, chair and. mat. One great need, a 
sewing machine, has just been supplied by Lady Whitmore’s kind donation for the purchase 
of the same. 

Waiapu Church Gazette, 1 November 1915, Page 61 See www.paperspast.natlib.govt.nz for more 
details.

Social services are not new in the life of the Diocese of Waiapu, although the attitudes of a century ago towards the clients differ markedly from today. 
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The Rotorua story…
We liked the description on the Messy Church website (www.messychurch.org.uk/our-values), 
so the St Francis Whānau Aroha Committee, along with the staff, and members of St Luke’s, got 
together and planned the first Messy Church event for their centre children, parents, whānau 
and staff. 

We were helped in the planning and running of this event by Jocelyn Czerwonka, our Diocesan 
Youth Ministry Facilitator. Jocelyn brought three young people along with her, Tessa Guest 
(Holy Trinity, Tauranga), Emma Handley (Ōpōtiki) and Samuel Frost (2015 part-time Diocesan 
Ministry Intern), as part of their LT4Youth experience. 

About nineteen children & twenty four adults gathered to enjoy the morning together. As the 
day was so close to St Francis’ Day (4th October) it was based around St Francis and his love for 
animals and creation. We listened to the story of St Francis and amazingly a table-cloth filled 

with a mix of toy animals from the wild jungle, the farm and home and the ocean and rivers 
was lowered from the ceiling.

When the cloth was opened up the children plunged in to separate the animals into three 
groups placing them on the right tray - a picture of beautiful farmland, the ocean or a jungle 
scene. Each group made up a story, a song or a prayer thanking God for what they loved 
about each kind of animal and place. When everyone came together again each small group 
sang their song to the big group. We finished with the Butterfly Song, the Prayer of St Francis 
and some kai. 

The Otumoetai story…
St John’s Otumoetai held its first Messy Church, on the afternoon of the first day of Advent. It 
proved a wonderful and very messy success. Nearly everything that we prayed and hoped for 
came to be. The hall and later the church were bustling with people of all ages, from a new 

baby to 90 year olds.

Some of those who came to lead a craft learnt new skills and many of those who came 
to participate had a number of new experiences. One lady visiting from Sweden had 
never before encountered stamp pads. She was delighted with the discovery, spending 
a long time carefully creating Christmas wrapping paper. 

For the celebration in the church even the manger was messy including the desiccated 
cricket, discovered when the altar was rotated to provide a stable. The story and singing 
was lively despite the fact that for some of the participants this was the first time they 
had ever been in a church. After a rousing rendition of ‘We wish you a Messy Christmas’ 
followed shouted and whispered prayers, then by singing Grace for our dinner we filed 
back up to the hall past the hand-washing buckets. As people found places to sit, St 
John’s parishioners and visitors mingling, the kitchen team delighted us with plates of 
chicken, chips and coleslaw. 

For me that was when I knew all the work had been worth it. To see the hall full, 
(seventy-one people came) and the happy chatter at every table seemed to me to be 
the heart of what Messy Church is about. Community was being formed. Stories shared 
and memories created.

I think the final comment goes to the mum with three children under five, who sat 
contentedly at her table enjoying a cuppa and shortbread. ‘I feel so relaxed,’ she said. 
‘Can we do this every month?’  Well…. not yet. Our next Messy Church will be Messy 
Easter, on Palm Sunday.
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St Luke’s, Rotorua and Waiapu Kids St Francis Whānau Aroha, partnered with the LT4Youth to run Messy Church during the October holidays. St John’s, Otumoetai, plumbed for a ‘Messy Christmas’ 
and were delighted with over 70 turning out from the local community. Here we read a little of both ‘messy’ experiences from Alex Czerwonka and Julie Guest.



11Issue 69  Waiapu News

Yesterday I met with two of my mentees.   What? I agree, an unappealing word, new to 
me until early this year when I was asked if I would mentor some young people from our 
parish undertaking the LT4 Youth programme. Sounds very serious and a bit daunting 

but it’s what we all agree to do when we attend a baptism: ‘Help us to nurture this child in the 
faith we share.’

The mentor - mentee relationship is a formalisation of what ideally happens in a healthy 
congregation: older Christians encouraging, loving, and showing real interest in younger ones 
and of course, the blessing is mutual. As we care and share, we all grow.

The worldwide church is realising anew that Sunday worship is not enough to make disciples.  
As Mike Buckley, International Director of Children’s Bible Ministries says ‘Spiritual growth is 
not automatic; it takes an intentional commitment. We must want to grow, decide to grow, 
make an effort to grow and persist in growing our children and young people?’

At one level my role is to guide and support my mentees as they develop their strengths and 
interests in the Five Marks of Mission to earn a Bishop’s Award. That is their tangible goal - but 
the deeper purpose is to see them becoming lifetime followers of Jesus.

Jocelyn, our Diocesan Youth Ministry Facilitator, who organises events such as pilgrimages 
and camps, also gets to know the young people individually. I am the local back-up person, 
meeting with them regularly and facilitating their participation in those events and in the life 
of the parish. So yesterday we discussed ways of fundraising for the December Pilgrimage 
to Oihi and Top Parish, as well as taking time to prepare the Church Hall for this Sunday, and 
making a date to practise reading at church.

And there’s a lovely surprise! The young man who  definitely did NOT want to do anything up 
front, has so grown in confidence that he is willing to do just that, encouraged, not by me but 
by other church leaders and of course the  Holy Spirit  within him. And what joy when a young 
woman offers to accompany me in visiting a residence for the elderly. She sits holding the 
hand of a woman who cannot communicate in words. God is at work in these young people 
and I am privileged to stand by.

We meet monthly after school in a café or at home; my home this time. We shared lunch, 
then Bible reading using Lectio Divina, a way of reading Scripture in groups, suggested in our 
Mentor’s Guide.  I was familiar with this method but not as a group activity. 

As all teachers know, we are learning even more than our students.  I also gave them copies of 
an excellent resource, ‘How to Pray’, created by the worship group at St Anne’s of Northland-
Wilton, where I worshipped recently. We tried one of their suggestions for group prayer and 
will probably look more closely at the booklet next time.

These young people are in the midst of NCEA exams so we talked about preparation of mind 
and spirit. They know God cares about every aspect of their lives and so does their church 
family. We pray for them. I am the official ‘mentor’ but all the congregation are delighting in 
them and encouraging them. Thanks be to God!

 
Sally Kibblewhite, a parishioner of Hiona St Stephen’s in Ōpōtiki, describes what being a ‘mentor’ for two young people means to her.

Sally Kiibblewhite with Opotiki young people

A Word from the Diocesan Youth Ministry Facilitator:

There are young people all around us, maybe not in our pews every Sunday, but they are 
there.   Many are waiting to be noticed, wanting to find ways to make sense of life and 
faith, and to find ways to build meaningful relationships that enable them to find their 
way in the world.  If you would like to find out more about mentoring young people then 
let us know.  We can offer training and workshops.  Likewise, tell us if you know of young 
people who might like to be part of Waiapu’s LT4Youth (Leadership Training for Youth) 
programme.  Contact Jocelyn Czerwonka, Diocesan Youth Ministry Facilitator dymf@
waiapu.com.
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Stephen Donald talks to the organisers of Gospel Roots, the Christian-based music and arts 
festival to be held in Gisborne 15-17 January 2016.

It is all go at Te Rau Theological College, the nerve centre of Gospel Roots, where the Reverend 
Don Tamihere, marketing manager Emma Marino, event co-ordinator Isaac Beach, and the 
festival team are working steadily towards January’s inaugural event. 

‘We want communicate Christianity in a fresh new way, through good music with a strong 
whakapono (faith) base, haka performances, art and a whare wananga sharing the stories of 
the Gospel. We recognise the rich Christian legacy within the Tairāwhiti area, right from Piripi 
Taumata-a-kura in the 1830s, and which inspired many of our composers and haka exponents 
like Tuini Ngawai, Wi Te Tau Huata, Sir Kingi Ihaka, Paraire Tomoana and Karaitiana Tamararo,’ 
says Don.  

“The faith of our kaumatua ministers and lay leaders was deeply shaped by events such as Hui 
Topu, and we want to reimagine this for a new generation.”

Gospel Roots is an initiative of Te Pīhopatanga o Te Tairāwhiti alongside the Diocese of Waiapu, 
with Archbishop Brown Turei and Bishop Andrew Hedge among the trustees. Supporting partners 
include Te Rau Theological College, 
Tamararo Kapa Haka Festival, The 
House of Breakthrough and Equippers 
Church of Gisborne. The Ringatu and 
Ratana churches are also on board with 
the festival. 

Based in the Awapuni Stadium at 
Midway Beach, beachside camping 
has free access to the Olympic Pools 
and hydro slide for those staying in 
the family camping area. There is a 
dedicated play area for preschoolers, a 
surf school, and onsite theme park. 

‘We want to make things as safe as 
possible for our tamariki and whanau, so Gospel Roots will be smoke, drug, and alcohol-free,’ says 
Emma. Ticket prices are family-friendly too, with camping packages available for the three-day 
festival which make all-age participation affordable.

Artists booked include Ginny Blackmore, Maisey Rika and Rob Ruha, all who have strong 
Christian roots, yet have made their way within the New Zealand and international mainstream 
music scene. ‘We’ve managed to secure US gospel singer Kirk Franklin and his choir as our 
headline act, the first time that they have performed in New Zealand,’ says Don. ‘We also have 
seven of Tairāwhiti’s top kapa haka participating too, including Te Matatini finalists Ōpōtiki Mai 
Tawhiti, Whāngarā Mai Tawhiti and Waihirere.’

For further information, and booking tickets: Facebook: www.facebook.com/GospelRootsFestival 
Website www.gospelroots.nz   Email: info@gospelroots.nz 

Hui Topu Reimagined for the 21st Century?

Ginny Blackmore
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Woodford House is an interdenominational school closely affiliated to the Anglican 
Church and under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Waiapu.

When Julie Peterson first arrived at Woodford House, she was mistaken for being 
someone else.

“It was the same day the Prime Minister visited Woodford and the girls thought I was John Key’s 
wife,” Julie laughs. “Thankfully the girls were just as excited when they found out I was the new 
principal.”

It has been almost six months since Julie was welcomed into the Woodford House family with a 
powhiri and commissioning service and, she says, it 
has been fast-paced, challenging, stimulating and all 
about the girls.

Woodford House is a boutique girl-centric school 
located on the stunning hills of Havelock North.  Its 
philosophy is based on four cornerstones - academia, 
sport, culture and spirituality - which balance across 
the students’ experience of school life. Julie says 
educationalists and the latest research in education 
reinforce this holistic philosophy as best practice.

‘Trudy Hall, an educationalist from Harvard 
University, says girls’ schools are focused solely 
on girls, how they learn, how they play, how they 
develop friendships, what they need to be successful, 
and that is what drives the staff and students of 
Woodford House,’ Julie says. ‘We are not simply a 
school that happens to have only girls as its students, 
we are a school designed specifically for girls, the way 
they learn, the way they form relationships, and the 
needs they have as they grow into their adult selves.’ 

Julie, who was raised on a Southland sheep farm 
before boarding at Dominican College Teschmakers 
in Oamaru, has a wealth of knowledge and expertise 
within education.  

Her teaching career began at Southland Girls’ High School, where she became head of English and 
an English and Literary Advisor for Otago Southland. She then moved to Christ’s College where 
she spent four years as head of the English faculty. Julie then embraced the opportunity to join the 
senior leadership team at St Margaret’s College as Deputy Principal.

She was only three weeks into her appointment at St Margaret’s College when the Christchurch 

The future of  Woodford House is in good hands
earthquake struck. The school lost more than 80 percent of its buildings and Julie spent the next 
three years working in a Portacom, while assemblies and chapel services were held in a marquee. 

‘When communities are under crisis you have to focus on the human needs first,’ she says.

Building skills and attributes such as resilience, courage, compassion and mental strength have 
been a focus for Julie since arriving at Woodford House. 

‘Research tells us that positive mental health outcomes eventuate when students are in a nurturing, 
personalised, unified and empowering environment. Here at Woodford, we live in a community 
founded on these same values and we are united in a common girl-centred purpose.’

She says the small size of Woodford House allows 
the school to provide exceptional pastoral care 
where staff, students and parents connect as a 
family. ‘This intimacy extends into the classroom, 
the sports field, Chapel and the performing arts, 
and it leads to high quality experiences for all girls 
throughout their school years.’

The new principal, along with the Board of Trustees 
and Board of Proprietors, has also been busy laying 
the foundation for a sustainable future at Woodford 
House. The education paradigm is changing and 
schools are preparing students for a world of 
unknowns. Julie says we are living in one of the 
most innovative and disruptive times in human 
history, which is both exciting and unnerving.

‘In a time of change you lead, follow or get out of 
the way and, at Woodford, we lead and we lead our 
young women into exciting careers. We make sure 
they are academically credentialed to equip them 
for the opportunities that await them. We make 
very sure that they have aspirations for their highest 
ideals because even we cannot conceive what lies 
ahead for them.

‘However, in this time of change, there are some things that need to stay the same. We must 
hold onto our rich traditions, we must hold onto our special character, which develops the whole 
person - the spirit, the mind, the body and the intellect.’ 

It may have been a case of mistaken identity for Julie on her first day, but it is clear the new principal 
of Woodford House knows exactly who she is, who a Woodford girl is, and what direction the 
school should move in. The future of Woodford House is in good hands. 
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From the Ministry Educator
 
Deborah Broome

Our new Ministry Educator, The Reverend Deborah Broome 
writes her first column of many for Waiapu News.  

Every year Advent moves us towards our annual 
celebration of the birth of Christ, the time when ‘the 
Word became flesh and lived among us’.  This is about 

much more than a baby being born to a young couple in a 
small town: it shows us God pitching a tent amongst us, 
coming to share our lives in all their riskiness, honouring the 
reality of human existence.  

‘The Word became flesh and lived among us’ emphasises the 
importance of the concrete, the material, the significance 
of our real lived experience – for that is what Jesus came to 
share.  He came to a particular time and a particular place, 
and thus holds out the possibility that any context can be 
hallowed.  

Christmas invites us to reflect on how our lives mirror that 
of the one born in Bethlehem.  How are we doing at being 
who we are, where we are?  How can we live authentically in 
our context?  Are we growing into the people God intends 
us to be, in the places where God has put us?  After all, at the 
end of our lives God will not ask us why we weren’t St Paul, or 
Francis of Assisi, or Florence Nightingale; God will ask us why 
we weren’t us.

One of the constants for those who live their lives in relation 
to Jesus is a search for the best way to ‘grow in the Holy Spirit, 
fulfil our ministry and follow Christ’ (as the newly baptised 
are counselled).   As we go through life we get to work this 
out in different ways all the time: what fits us at one point 
won’t always be ideal at another season.  One of my tasks, as 
Ministry Educator in our diocese, is to work out how best to 
assist that process.

One particular stage of the journey and one expression of 
discipleship that’s at the front of my mind at the moment 
is Confirmation, since I was privileged to see five people 
(young and not so young) confirmed by Bishop Andrew 
in mid-November.  A group from the Hawkes Bay, brought 

together by Sandi Hall and with the support of local clergy 
and sponsors from their own parishes, had been meeting 
for a few weeks before and after their date with the 
Bishop. Confirmation is a sacramental action: a laying on of 
hands as the Bishop prays for the candidates’ renewal and 
recommitment.  

This is a way for them to express, publicly, their commitment 
to a life of discipleship and ministry.  Each of them came 
away from the service with a rekindled desire to serve God 
in their own contexts.  How they do that is up to them, but 
they will have the support of their sponsors, their parishes, 
and the broader Waiapu whānau.

And that young couple in the small town?  The stories 
we tell about Mary and Joseph have them searching for 
accommodation and not finding it, being dependent on the 
kindness of strangers, fleeing for their lives across borders 
because it wasn’t safe to stay where they were or to go back 
home.  

That is all so topical – like something we see on our 
television screens or our Twitter feeds.   As we sing carols, 
watch Christmas pageants and hear sermons on angels, 
shepherds, mangers and the Magi, may these things take 
root in us.  May they encourage us to reach out to those 
in our own place and time who are trying to find housing, 
those trying to find a safe country to live in and raise their 
children, those who are alone in a strange town and need 
the locals to help them. 

 As we celebrate the Incarnation, God being born amongst 
us and coming to share in the messiness of human 
existence, may we incarnate some of that love and grace in 
the places in which we find ourselves.  May we come to see 
the Christmas stories as something we live, all year round. 

Deborah can be contacted on educator@waiapu.com.

The great countdown to Top Parish 2016 has already 
begun!  This is your chance to gather your teams 
of young people and join us for a weekend of fun, 

laughter, team building and worship.  Our theme ‘Caring 
for Creation’ will challenge you like never before.  

Top Parish is open to young people 10-18 years with 
their leaders and supporters.  Teams will once again be 
able to nominate their favourite candidate for ‘Bishop for 
the Day’.  If you don’t have the numbers for a team we 
will happily find a team for you to join.  

Top Parish Fundraising
Can you help us keep our costs down?  We have some 
great fundraising this year promoting healthy eating 
cookbooks, Fair Trade Chocolate and NZ-designed tea 
towels.   All make excellent gifts.  

The ‘Revive’ Café Cookbooks are available at $30 each 
with $10 from every sale going to Top Parish.

•	 Recipes inspired by Jeremy Dixon’s Auckland 
Revive Cafés 

•	 Plant-based, whole food recipes – giving energy 
and vitality

•	 Trade Aid Chocolate -50 gm bars $2.50 each 
($1.00 to Top Parish) - great for gifts

Order through your parish or contact Sandie Speeden:  
safehere@waiapu.com.
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Christian World Service Christmas Appeal

Gillian Southey encourages consideration of the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal.

Food is very much on the agenda in Advent with eating uppermost at end-of-year and family 
gatherings.  There are preparations for holidays and Christmas.  Our conversations can flip 
between menu discussions and how to lose weight – not unusual in itself but more common 

at this time of the year.  Some of us gather kaimoana or harvest early crops.  The rest of us enjoy 
the bounty.  Food brings people together to create community in the same way we share God’s 
love for the world in the Eucharistic celebration of bread and wine.

Without food there is no life.  It is that simple.  Which is why at Christian World Service, we are 
grateful for your gifts to the Christmas Appeal.  The money you give means many more people 
have food, water and justice.  Whether people are recovering from war, natural disaster or 
grinding poverty, our experienced, long term partners work with some of the most vulnerable 
people to give them the skills and resources they need to get back on their feet.

Over a million fisherfolk live on South India’s coast.  They work as labourers, fix nets, process 
fish and perform other jobs to earn enough for their daily needs.  For centuries they have lived 
between land and sea but not for much longer.  Large scale industry, tourism, huge power 
plants and shrimp farms are claiming their homes and livelihoods, but not without a fight.  CWS 
partner Neythal is standing with them.  They have successfully taken legal cases to court to halt 
some projects, for example.  Just as important are the training and support they offer women 
workers.  Members of the Fishworker Federation work together to start new businesses with 

a small loan from their bank.  
With your help they are 
selling fish snacks to workers, 
making brooms, processing 
coconut leaves for roofing, 
extracting coconut oil, 
making pickles and manure, 
and more.  Many are also 
members of local sangams or 
associations which campaign 
to protect their coastal 
communities and to stop the 
violence that is increasing 
with unemployment, despair 
and alcohol.

This year CWS celebrates 70 years since Archbishop West Watson launched the first 
appeal for “millions in the east and the west who are hungry, cold, and homeless”.   
In 1945, New Zealand churches raised funds to rebuild Greece after World War II.  Turning full 
circle CWS is asking your support to Help Rebuild Lives.  The route out of poverty can be as 
simple as buying a woman an icebox to keep her fish cold so she can travel further inland to 
sell them, or it can be challenging large scale business interests in the courts so a community 
regains access to part of the foreshore.

As members of ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together), CWS is making sure many more 
people can find their way out of poverty and recover after disaster.  Please support the 2015 
Christmas Appeal: Help Rebuild Lives.  

Read more about Neythal and other partners featured in this year’s appeal: http://
christmasappeal.org.nz/ 

 



WAIAPU NEWS is published five times a year by the Diocese of Waiapu, Bower Street, Napier  | CO-EDITORS: Adrienne Bruce and Stephen Donald, email  
adriennebruce@waiapu.com |  DESIGN:  Belinda Barnhill  |  DIOCESAN WEBSITE: http://www.waiapu.com  |  E-NEWS is a weekly emailed bulletin of current diocesan 
events and information. To subscribe email: belinda@waiapu.com  |  Deadline for the next Edition: 3rd March 2016 |  Waiapu News is printed on recyclable paper.

 
The final in a series on music in our churches by Bill Bennett.

The Ministry of Church Music

Each congregation and parish tends to develop its own musical culture. For 
example, small country churches tend to have a limited repertoire because 
services are held less often. However, even here, because many people may 

have had a boarding school education with regular chapel services, their musical 
experience is surprisingly large. Larger churches are using PowerPoint screens as a 
way to present the full liturgy as well as the words of hymns and songs. This is a way 
of liberating us from the printed page. But it does require people with computer skills 
to prepare and operate - and equipment that is fault-free.  

The roles of who selects music for worship and who accompanies the congregation 
are vitally important. This is an important ministry, requiring good planning and 
preparation, with the intention of offering the highest standards we can. The Canons 
of the Diocese have traditionally left responsibility for music in the hands of the vicar, 
but in reality this is more a team effort. 

One big issue many face is – ‘Who is available and sufficiently competent to accompany 
congregational singing, whether on piano, organ, guitar, whatever?’ Some parishes 
overseas make a contract with a local musician/s, even though these persons may 
have little church involvement. They accompany the congregation and help others 
learn and grow in confidence and upgrade their skills. And if there’s no accompanist 
we can resort to singing a cappella (voices alone).

In our increasingly secular society church music may be seen as the hobby of the 
‘religious’. But most people will experience, at weddings, baptisms and funerals, the 
opportunity of singing hymns and songs of faith that will express their hopes and 

needs. Who hasn’t sung ‘The Lord’s my shepherd’, o‘O God our help in ages past’, ‘And 
did those feet in ancient time’, ‘Abide with me’, or ‘Praise my soul,  at a wedding or 
funeral.

I recall someone who loved the pop-style Christian music of one of the larger 
Pentecostal churches in her town. Unfortunately the Ministry of the Word fell far 
short of expectations and did not enhance the hopes and aspirations that the music 
evoked. This suggests to us that what we do in public worship needs to be well-
planned throughout and of our highest standards. Church music is a very important 
ministry with a strong missional component. 

Other initiatives include:

•	 Encouraging	 members	 of	 the	 congregation	 as	 hymn/song	 writers	 and	
composers,

•	 Ensuring	 there	 is	 a	 good	 balance	 of	 the	 traditional	 and	 new,	 and	 using	
creative ways to introduce new songs and hymns.

•	 Gathering	musicians	and	choral	groups	regionally	to	share	ideas	–	church	
music has a strong evangelistic edge and can bring people to faith, for it 
enables them to express their deeper spiritual aspirations that cannot be 
expressed easily in other contexts.  

Augustine’s words still ring true: ‘Singing is praying twice’ and ‘A Christian is an 
Alleluia from head to toe’. As one church music director has said: Whatever style we 
perform, we choose the best of its kind and try to do it very well.


