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Waiapu Hosts General Synod 
LT4 Youth, Te Riaki Williams,  

Emma Handley & Tessa Guest  

Waiapu	 was	 privileged	 to	 host	 the	 62nd	 General	 Synod	 /	 Te	 Hīnota	 Whānui	 in	
Napier	 in	 May	 this	 year.	 Representatives	 of	 Tikanga	 Māori,	 Tikanga	 Pasefika	 and	
Tikanga	 Pākehā	 joined	 together	 to	 worship,	 caucused	 in	 their	 own	 tikanga	 and	

discussed	 a	 range	 of	 issues	 affecting	 the	 life	 of	 the	 Anglican	 Church	 into	 the	 future.	

This	 edition	 will	 seek	 to	 highlight	 some	 of	 the	 issues	 discussed.	 Pages	 4	 and	 5	 will	 whet	 your	
appetite	 to	 read	 more	 on	 the	 Anglican	 Taonga	 website.	 The	 opening	 worship	 at	 the	 Cathedral	
of	 St	 John	 the	 Evangelist	 set	 the	 scene	 for	 a	 truly	 three	 tikanga	 experience	 as	 we	 sang,	 prayed	
and	 listened	 to	 the	 Scriptures	 read	 in	 the	 languages	 of	 our	 Church	 in	 this	 part	 of	 the	 world.
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From Bishop Andrew
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The feast of St John the Baptist, 
celebrated on 24th June is a 
special occasion in the life of the 

Church when we remember the life, gifts 
and ministry of John who paved the way 
for the ministry of Jesus. John is the one 
who echoed the cry of the prophets to 
make straight paths in the wilderness in 
preparation for receiving God’s messenger 
who would follow.

The feast day is also a special day for 
the Most Venerable Order of St John 
throughout New Zealand as they celebrate 
the work of the Order and remember their 
history dating back to around 1080 CE 
in Jerusalem. The Order was established 
in Jerusalem by a Benedictine, Brother 
Gerard. He and his monks had a mission 
to seek out pilgrims who were making 
their way to the Holy Land and finding 
themselves suffering from illness. The 
ministry of the brothers was eventually 
recognised by the Church as a separate 
order and became militarised over time 
with the Knights of the Order, known as the Hospitallers, not 
only assisting the brothers but serving the patients as well. 
The ethos of the Order was to serve each person they cared for 
in their hospice as if they were serving Jesus himself. In caring 
for people in this way the brothers and knights established the 
highest level of care for their patients. 

Over time the order spread throughout Western Europe 
including England. St John Gate in Clerkenwell, London marks 
the site of the Priory of the Order of St John, which was the 

largest in London at the time of the Reformation, before its 
dissolution under the rule of King Henry VIII.

The Most Venerable Order of St John also had a presence on 
the islands of Rhodes, Malta and Cyprus over a lengthy period 
of history. Although the Order was removed from Jerusalem, 
the history relating back to the first hospice remains strong 
with the modern day St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital. 

Bishop Andrew preaches at the opening Eucharist for General Synod/  

In New Zealand we know St John probably most 
commonly through the ambulance service 
provided in our communities. St John also 
offers many other services to the community 
including their Youth Cadet programme which 
is the largest youth organisation in the country. 
There are a whole host of community services 
provided, mostly by volunteers, which range 
from First Aid training, support for patients at 
hospitals, caring for housebound people, and 
even provision of pet therapy programmes in 
rest homes. 

All of this work is an extension of what began 
with the Knights Hospitallers in Jerusalem over 
900 years ago. The Order has always extended 
compassion and care to people of any creed or 
race without discrimination, endeavouring to 
extend the compassion Jesus as fulfilment of 
the command to love God, neighbour and self. 

Throughout New Zealand the work of St John 
is supported by around 70 volunteer Chaplains, 
many of whom are Anglican clergy. The 
Chaplains offer compassionate care to staff, 
volunteers and all involved with St John. 

The Order is Christian in origin and expression, inspired by the 
love of Christ to whom the Knights Hospitaller offered praise 
and service all those years ago. I’m proud to be involved with 
St John and I continue to be delighted by the many clergy and 
laity in Waiapu that I meet who have had a close association 
with St John in New Zealand as Chaplains, Volunteers and 
Staff. 
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The Reverend Peter Minson with 
Pepe having recently been installed 
as Missioner -Priest of Whangamata, 
after his farewell from Taupo Parish, 
(still recovering from a motorbike 
accident which has left him getting 
about on a mobility scooter)

Three couples, all married at St John the Baptist, Dannevirke 

on 21st April 1956 celebrated 60 years of marriage with a 

church service and lunch at the Mangatera.  Pictured are John 

& Jill Burn, Jim & Judy Kernaghan Robin & Margaret Larsen  

A special Tikanga rua confirmation too place in Opotiki in early 
July with Bishops Andrew Hedge and Ngarahu Katene.  Pictured 
are Bishop Andrew, Sandra Dondi, Emma Handley, Tessa Guest, 
Te Riaki Williams and Bishop Ngarahu

The Reverend Jo Crosse, Vicar of Southern Hawkes 
Bay with an Order of St John's Cadet at a recent 
enrolment ceremony in Dannevirke.
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General Synod / Te Hīnota Whānui is the supreme decision-
making body of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand 
and Polynesia. Representing the seven dioceses and five hui 
Amorangi in New Zealand and the Diocese of Polynesia, 
General Synod meets every two years around this country or 
in Fiji, Tonga or Samoa. General Synod makes canons or rules, 
approves liturgies and discusses issues of the day which affect 
the life of the Church or society. 

The three Primates or Archbishops preside over the business of 
synod, which conducts itself in a manner similar to our own 
diocesan synod. This is one of the places where we see the 
Anglican Church operating by Tikanga, or culture streams, as 
under our revised constitution. This means that at any time 

Stephen Donald reflects on his first experience as a member of General Synod, held in Napier in May.

during the proceeding anyone can call for a Tikanga caucus, 
although this is mostly done on a planned basis. Voting can be 
done by simple majority, houses (of bishops, clergy and laity) 
and by Tikanga. This sounds complicated, but as General Synod 
is generally a conservatising body, such checks and balances are 
deemed necessary. 

Spending nearly a week at East Pier at Ahuriri, Napier, sounds 
idyllic; the reality of being a diocesan representative on General 
Synod may not be thought so! This was my first time on the 
floor at General Synod in 27 years of ordination, although I have 
attended the welcome and opening services at Gisborne and 
Nadi in years past. Bishop Andrew Hedge, Reverend Jo Crosse, 
Hugh McBain, Evan Turbott, Sarah Crosse and I were the 

members of General Synod representing 
the Diocese of Waiapu.

This year the synod was preceded by a 
General Conference between Tikanga 
Māori and Tikanga Pākehā, in addition 
to the usual Inter-Diocesan Conference, a 
gathering of the seven Pākehā dioceses. This 
enabled the two Treaty partners to discuss 
issues that are particularly relevant to the 
Anglican Church within New Zealand. 

A motion arising from the General 
Conference reactivates the Treaty, Church 
and Nation Commission with a new 
working group to keep the Spirit moving in 
our bicultural partnerships.

The group has been asked to develop two-
yearly Māori-Pākehā wananga (educational 
meetings) attached to General Synod, study 
covenantal, gospel and Treaty foundations 
for partnership, encourage bicultural 

partnerships between local dioceses and hui Amorangi, and 
review the canons on partnership and Treaty. 
The new working group comprises one member from each of 
the hui amorangi and dioceses, plus the three archbishops, with 
power to co-opt as necessary. The Treaty, Church and Nation 
Commission and its new working group will jointly report to 
General Synod Standing Committee in 2017, and to the General 
Conference in 2018. 

Aside from any formal business, this General Conference was 
an opportunity for us to meet within the Church context at a 
high level, free of any major agenda. I believe this gathering 
set the tone of generous hospitality or manaakitanga that then 
permeated the whole of our synod.

The opening service at Waiapu Cathedral of St John the 
Evangelist said much of who we are as a three-Tikanga church 
in word, sacrament and music in a full church. Parishioners 
from a number of local parishes, plus local Māori and Pākehā 
church schools joined with synod members for worship on this 
grand occasion. 

This General Synod could be characterised for its frequent 
tabling of reports and holding over of motions. A report on 
Christian initiation, reorganisation of social justice structures, 
Anglican-Methodist dialogue, and the long-awaited A Way 
Forward He Anga Whakamua Na Sala ki Liu report on the 
blessing of same-sex relationships all suffered this fate. However 
action is required on the last of these before the next General 
Synod in 2018. 

Discussions over A Way Forward consumed the most time of 
General Synod, with much Tikanga caucusing and redrafting 
of motions. Within Tikanga Pākehā, our diocese, along with 
Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin dioceses were in favour of 
accepting the report, and the subsequent canonical changes. 
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Waiapu representatives at General Synod, from left, Ngati Tomoana 
(Ngati Kahungunu), Rev'erend David van Oeveren (Chaplain to GSTHW), 

Reverend Stephen Donald (Waiapu representative), Evan Turbott (Waiapu 
representative

Reflections on General Synod/Te Hinota Whanui



These would have provided for the blessing of both opposite-sex and same-sex 
civil marriages within an Anglican Church context, whilst leaving the marriage 
canon untouched. Nelson diocese were clearly opposed, whilst Christchurch and 
Waikato-Taranaki dioceses were conflicted, with some clergy, lay people and 
parishes feeling that the proposed changes were unacceptable. They pleaded for more time for 
discussions within their respective dioceses. 

Both Tikanga Māori and Tikanga Pasefika were supportive of accepting the report and proceeding 
with the respective canonical changes. This was despite varying views of same-sex relationships 
within their particular contexts, and in the case of the Diocese of Polynesia, very different legal 
and cultural norms from New Zealand. However, after considerable discussion at the synod, 
these two Tikanga offered their manaakitanga to Tikanga Pākehā in the sense that they supported 
a new motion which received A Way Forward report, whilst granting time till the next General 
Synod in 2018.

As part of the resolution passed (No. 29) the three archbishops will appoint a working group to 
consider possible structural arrangements to safeguard the theological convictions concerning 
the blessing of same-sex relationships. Since General Synod a process has been outlined, with the 
working group to report back by July 2017, in time for discussions at diocesan synods next year. 

Bishop Andrew played a key role helping draft the motion and, with the Reverend Dr Andrew 
Burgess of Nelson as his seconder, moved this motion. So despite obvious frustration at the 
slowness of the process, there is movement on this diocese’s desire to move forward on this issue, 
as expressed at our diocesan synods over a number of years.                        Continued on page 6...

5Issue 71  Waiapu News

 The Reverends Stephen Donald (behind), Deborah Broome and Ian Render 
enjoy a joke at General Synod

 Enjoying the opening Synod are Rebekah van Oeveren,  
Ethan Hedge and Alex van Oeveren

 The procession from the Cathedral following the General Synod service
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Continued from page 5.

Other main discussion areas were the paucity of women on the committees of the Church, the 
Decade of Mission, and several motions around climate change. Tikanga Pasefika is particularly 
impacted by rising sea levels and the growing frequency and severity of cyclones, and their 
representatives were particularly vocal on these motions. They were joined by the younger 
members of General Synod, as well as the Auckland diocesan climate change action group. 
Wednesday evening was spent at Hukarere College, where the first sod was turned on the site 
where the chapel will be built, and will house the tukutuku panels and carvings which graced 
the original building when the school was situated in Napier Terrace. Synod members enjoyed 
generous hospitality and were entertained by the students. 

This General Synod was hosted by the Diocese of Waiapu in Napier for the first time since 1988.I 
suspect that this was very different gathering from last time. The previous synod was held just 
prior to the promulgation of the revised constitution, where the proceedings would have been 
very much dominated by those from the Pākehā dioceses. I was a student at Sia-‘a-toutai Wesleyan 
Methodist Theological College at the time, where I was the only Anglican and only non-Tongan 
student. At General Synod 2016 I met up with some delegates from the Diocese of Polynesia, 
whom I had not seen since December 1988; a bonus indeed. 

General Synod is a hot-house of the Anglican Church, where issues are writ large, and we see 
church governance at its best and worst. I am glad to have attended after these many years of 
mostly grass-roots ministry, and would make myself available again in 2018 to represent Waiapu 
if this is the will of the clergy of our diocesan synod in 2017. Kororia ki te Atua!
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Deborah Broome talks with participants at the 2016 Anglican Studies Programme

 keen group of learners gathered at MiCamp Taupo recently for the first weekend of 
Anglican Studies for 2016. Some were new to the programme, embarking on Anglican 
Studies papers for the first time; others were old hands who will receive their Diploma 

at the end of this year’s study. There are eight students from the Diocese of Waiapu, five from 
Waikato-Taranaki, plus the Reverend Sue Burns from St John’s College and the Reverend Dr 
Tom Innes as lecturer.  Two attendees were Ministry Educators, Waiapu’s Deborah Broome and 
Stephen Black from Waikato-Taranaki.  All had a wonderful time another great weekend of 
learning, food, laughter and spiritual compassion as they delved into the Gospel of Luke.

Lynette Gordon from Hastings commented afterwards, ‘Our tutor, Tom, shared his love of 
Luke’s gospel with great enthusiasm and fun and I was certainly infected with his passion.  I am 
enjoying exploring a deeper understanding of Luke.  Residential weekends have been valuable 
in that they have given me an opportunity to learn and share the love of Christ in a hard-
working but fun and supportive environment.  I treasure the experience.’

The venue worked well, as one of the new students, Chris Wheeler, noted: ‘a delightful scenic 
site and mainly peaceful, apart from the cicadas (!) helped inspire us to learn about Luke from 
an energetic and passionate lecturer.  Now I have to put all the insights into the genre and 
themes of Luke into an “orderly account” for the essay.’  The weekend was self- catering, with 
high praise for the culinary skills of Stephen Black and Sue Burns: delicious food which was 
served at regular intervals to feed our brains.  We also learned some interesting new facts about 
brewing beer; a hobby of lecturer Tom Innes, alongside all the insights into Luke’s Gospel!

Sandi Hall observed, ‘As a third year student I reflect and acknowledge those students who 
have moved on and the new people now joining our group.  How wonderful it is to be back 
at MiCamp once again with so many memories of how far we have come on the journey with 
Anglican Studies.  It is a privilege to have such high calibre lecturers and to share discussions 
with committed passionate people.’ 

One of the features of this weekend was the presence of three new students having their first 
taste of an Anglican Studies residential.  One of these, Val Chapman from Taradale, found it ‘a 
weekend offering excellent tuition in a knowledgeable, passionate style by Tom. Great venue, 
views, and food, and to be part of this year’s group journeying together for a tutorial session’.

Two more residential weekends are on the agenda this semester, the final one including not 
only more sessions on Luke but also the Introduction to an Anglican Theology paper.  Some 
tutorials in the Hawkes Bay, where most of the students are based, are also planned, not to 
forget the three assignments.

Semester 2 begins in July, and will include three papers: Worship and Liturgy, Sacraments, and 
Theology of the Church.  Anyone thinking of joining the programme should contact Deborah 
educator@waiapu.com, or look at the Anglican Studies page on the St John’s Theological College 
website http://www.stjohnscollege.ac.nz/anglican-studies/ 

Hukarere st
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Sarah Crosse, (Waiapu's Youth Rep) reads the 
lesson at the Opening Eucharist
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Rosemary Carey describes bringing their adopted son Kenneth back from Fiji and encountering Cyclone Winston on 
the way.

When	I	saw	Kenneth	he	was	standing	tall	and	walking	
towards	me.	‘It’s	true’,	I	said	to	him,	‘I’m	here	to	take	you	
home’.

Kenneth	 sat	 between	 his	 two	 worlds:	 The	
Superintendent	 of	 the	 home,	Wame,	 had	 been	 his	
protector,	mentor,	and	substitute	Dad;	and	me,	his	
prospective	proud-to-be	mother.	

Kenneth’s	passport	was	handed	over	and	a	prayer	
of	 thanks	 and	 blessing	 followed	 then	 Kenneth	 was	
transferred	into	our	care.	

The	next	morning,	Saturday,	dawned	clear	and	hot.

There	 were	 unusually	 long	 queues	 at	 the	 ATMs,	 and	 the	
supermarket	was	crowded.	Everyone	was	preparing	 for	 the	
cyclone.	We	 heard	 that	 all	 flights	 the	 	 next	morning.	 were	

cancelled	 	We	had	 time	 to	drive	 to	Suva.	 	 But	
Avis	Rentals	were	calling	in	their	cars	to	Nadi.

Wame	 suggested	 he	 would	 drive	 us	 to	 Suva	
from	 Nadi	 in	 the	 Veilomani	 van.	 Kenneth	
wanted	to	go	forwards	not	backwards	so	that	is	
what	we	decided	to	do.

We	 were	 back	 down	 on	 the	 coastal	 road	 an	
hour	 past	 Sigatoka	 just	 past	 the	 village	 of	
Balabala	when	a	tyre	of	the	van	blew	out.	The	
van	 flipped	 onto	 its	 side	 and	 slammed	 into	 a	
tree	 side	on,	 forcing	me	 into	 an	upside	down	
position	fracturing	my	left	humerus.

Six	policemen	 in	 two	vehicles,	 had	arrived	on	
the	scene	just	a	minute	after	the	accident.	They	
took	us	on	to	Navua	Hospital	where	the	power	
had	gone	off	 just	before	we	arrived	and	 for	 a	
moment	there	was	darkness.	The	electric	glass	
doors	 were	 shut	 tight	 before	 the	 generator	
kicked	in	and	they	opened.	

Bringing Kenneth Home

Not	even	a	ten-year	wait,	bureaucrats,	a	car	accident,	or	
Cyclone	Winston,	could	prevent	Kenneth	Tuberi	from	
becoming	part	of	our	family.

Cyclone	Winston	 devastated	 Fiji	 during	 the	 week	 I	 flew	 to	
collect	him	in	February	of	this	year.

We	received	a	phone	call	from	Child,	Youth	and	Family	in	early	
February	 that	we	could	finally	go	 to	Fiji	 and	bring	Kenneth	
back	from	Veilomani	Boys	Home,	Ba,	Fiji	to	New	Zealand.	

I	flew	to	Fiji	 to	help	Kenneth	say	his	goodbyes	at	Veilomani	
Boys	Home.	We	then	planned	to	celebrate	his	17th	birthday	at	
St	Christopher’s,	in	Nakasi,	Suva,	where	we	first	met	him	when	
he	was	seven.	That	was	when	we	were	told	he	was	available	
for	adoption	and	we	became	his	sponsors.

The	weather	was	glorious	and	it	was	a	pleasant	drive	to	Ba.	

	Back	in	New	Zealand	my	husband	Bryan	was	understandably	
concerned	for	us.	The	last	he	knew	was	that	we	were	driving	
the	hired	car	to	Suva.	

I	was	placed	in	a	small	room	which	was	only	lit	by	emergency	
lighting	in	the	corridor.	Kenneth	was	given	a	mattress,	pillow	
and	blanket	to	settle	in	on	the	floor.	

The	 cyclone	hit	with	 full	 force	 and	 raged	 for	 several	 hours.	
Windows	were	blown	 in	 and	beds	needed	 to	be	moved	 to	
escape	the	force	of	the	wind	and	rain	lashing	into	the	rooms.	

The	 following	 day	 we	 drove	 to	 Suva	 which	 was	 still	 on	
lockdown.	I	was	able	to	be	X-rayed	and	cleared	to	fly	home	
on	the	Monday.	We	found	our	way	to	St	Christopher’s	Home,	a	
whole	day	overdue,	to	celebrate	Kenneth’s	17th	birthday	with	
the	Sisters	and	children	with	great	joy,	in	spite	of	no	electricity	
and	the	trauma	of	the	past	24	hours.	The	following	day	saw	us	
able	to	fly	to	Auckland	on	the	first	plane	out	after	the	cyclone!

On	June	13th	the	Hastings	District	Court	gave	us	full	adoption	
authority.	A	wonderful	blessing	after	a	ten-year	wait.

Rosemary and Kenneth

Cyclone Winston in full force
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A	significant	 day	 in	
the	 life	 of	 the	 West	
Rotorua	 Parish	 saw	 four	

mokopuna	 of	 Merlene	 and	
Rongo	 Tahata	 confirmed	
by	 Bishop	 Andrew	 Hedge	
recently.	 Sidney	 Tamati	
(Rotorua)	 along	 with	 his	
cousins	 Harry	 (attending	
Napier	Boys’	High),	Sidney	and	
Camden	 Champion	 (Wairoa)	
received	 their	 confirmation	
preparation	 from	 priests	
in	 the	 respective	 towns	
in	 which	 they	 were	 living	
and	 came	 together	 in	 their	
grandparents’	 parish	 for	 this	
special	celebration.	

Being	 in	 St	 Barnabas	 was	 of	
special	 significance	 as	 this	 is	
the	 parish	 community	 which	
nurtured	the	boys	in	their	early	

years	alongside	Merlene	and	Rongo	before	they	moved	away	from	Ngongotaha.

During	those	early	years	it	was	not	unusual	to	see	the	boys	reading	lessons	or	helping	
with	the	intercessions,	especially	on	All-age	Sundays.

The	role	of	grandparents	in	young	people’s	lives,	especially	in	nurturing	them	in	their	
faith	journey	cannot	be	underestimated.

Pictured from the back left are the Rev'd Christine 
Hatchard (West Rotorua) Sidney, Harper and Bishop 
Andrew with Camden and Harry in front, at the 
conclusion of the service.

Bishop	Andrew	recently	announced	Tim	Barker’s	appointment	as	the	vicar-elect	
of	Taradale	Parish	 (All	 Saints').	Tim	moves	 from	being	 the	Priest-Missioner	of	
Riverslea	 –	 Mahora	 in	 neighbouring	 Hastings.	 Tim’s	 diverse	 back	 ground,	

includes	teaching,	and	with	his	wife	Tina,	working	in	the	horticulture	and	hospitality	
industries,	owning	a	café	and	running	a	bed	and	breakfast.

Tim	began	his	journey	in	ministry	as	
part	of	the	Clive	Co-operating	Parish	
where	 he	 was	 firstly	 a	 lay	 minister	
and	then	a	priest	on	the	Local	Shared	
Ministry	team.	From	there	he	moved	
to	his	current	role	in	Hastings.	

Tim	and	Tina	already	live	in	Taradale	
and	 his	 installation	will	 be	 held	 at	
All	Saints’	on	Tuesday	2nd	August	at	
7.oo	pm.

Vicar-elect of  Taradale
The Reverend Tim Barker is to take up a new position in Napier
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Discernment Reboot

A new Discernment Process is being rolled out across the Diocese. This sets out the route 
to be followed by anyone in Waiapu who experiences a sense of call to a wider, possibly 
ordained, ministry and who wishes to have their future ministry discerned by the church.  

Over the last year or so the process, paused at the time the previous bishop left Waiapu, has 
been reviewed and redesigned. One of the benefits of the review is that it has allowed Waiapu to 
be part of a common discernment process, along with the Dioceses of Auckland and Waikato-
Taranaki. This stems from a long-standing hope 
that Tikanga Pākehā dioceses could develop a 
common process and common criteria. The first 
fruits of this were seen in May this year, when 
Bishop Andrew and the Diocesan Ministry 
Educator, Deborah Broome were part of the 
team at a joint Auckland and Waikato-Taranaki 
discernment event at Vaughan Park in Auckland.  

The re-start of the process will be welcomed by 
many. “We are aware that there are several people 
who were part-way through the previous process, 
and who have been waiting for the roll-out of the 
new format’, said Bishop Andrew. “We thank 
them for their patience.”

The new process has a number of different phases 
and emphases. At each phase of discernment 
the Bishop makes a decision as to whether it 
is appropriate for applicants to proceed. The 
Enquiry Phase comes first. That is when a 
person formally indicates a desire to explore their 
sense of vocation, and has an initial conversation 
with the Ministry Educator. She collects some 
background information about the person’s 
history, experience of call, and outworking of that call and discusses it with the Bishop who 
determines what happens next. ”If the candidate is newly arrived in their parish, or hasn’t been 
an Anglican for very long, then I’m likely to suggest they spend some more time bedding down in 
their faith community and come back in a year or so,” Bishop Andrew said. 

The next stage is the Application Phase. The formal application includes a 2,000 word spiritual 
autobiography and the names of referees, who are then contacted by the Bishop, asking them 
to provide confidential references for the candidate. In addition 5 members of the candidate’s 
congregation will be nominated by their Vicar to provide confidential feedback on their ministry.  

Deborah Broome describes the redesigned discernment process for Waiapu.

Candidates are then invited to enter the Interview Phase. At this point the Bishop appoints a 
Spiritual Companion for each candidate, someone who can meet with the candidate monthly. The 
Spiritual Companion doesn’t report on, or advocate for the candidate but cares for them while 
they are in the discernment process.

The candidate will be interviewed by the Bishop, and by three pairs of Bishop’s Ministry Advisors 
(clergy and lay) located throughout the Diocese. The Bishop then reviews all the reports and 

references and determines whether the candidate will 
proceed to the Residential Phase. At this point the 
candidate will be assessed by a psychologist and consents 
to a Police Check. 

Before the residential event the Bishop and Ministry 
Educator host a function for candidates, their spouse (or 
other support person) and those Waiapu Bishop’s Ministry 
Advisors who will be at the residential event. It’s an 
opportunity to ask any questions about the process and to 
find out about what will happen at the weekend. 

The residential event is held over a weekend in June, 
possibly as a combined event with the other dioceses– so 
we’re looking at mid-2017 for this. Candidates will take 
part in a variety of exercises and interviews, after which 
the Bishop and Ministry Advisors meet to prayerfully 
consider each candidate. Does the group feel the candidate 
is called to ordained ministry, or to exercise ministry in a 
lay capacity? Appropriate training might also be discussed. 
Following the weekend, the candidates and their Spiritual 
Companion and Vicar are advised of the decision. If a 
vocation to ordained ministry is discerned, a suggested 
training programme will be worked out. The length of the 
Training Phase is determined by the candidate’s individual 

circumstances, and could be 3-4 years. This is an ongoing part of the process of discernment, 
before any decisions are taken about readiness for ordination. 

Bishop Andrew comments: “This is a robust process, and I’m confident that it will help us discern 
the right ministry – lay or ordained, deacon or priest – for those who offer themselves.”  

Anyone who wishes to begin the Enquiry Phase of the process is invited to contact the Ministry 
Educator educator@waiapu.com for an initial conversation – starting from now.    
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A	visit	 to	 the	Te	Puna	Quarry	was	an	opportunity	 for	 the	Bay	of	Plenty	
young	people	 involved	 in	 LT4Youth	 to	 reflect	on	God’s	 transforming	
power.	 In	1911	32	hectares	of	land	was	set	aside	for	the	quarry.	Over	

575,000	tons	of	rhyolite,	a	hard	volcanic	rock,	was	removed	over	50	years	and	
used	for	road	works,	reclamation	and	breakwaters.	In	1979	work	at	the	quarry	
stopped	and	the	land	became	a	wasteland.	 It	was	the	vision	of	some	to	see	
this	wasteland	 transformed	 into	 the	 beautiful	 gardens	 and	park	 it	 is	 today.		

Tessa	 Guest,	 Emma	 Handley	 and	 Te	 Riaki	 Williams,	 all	 to	 be	 confirmed	 in	
early	 July,	 spent	 two	 days	 together	 with	 Jocelyn	 Czerwonka	 camping	 out	
at	 Julie	and	Andrew	Guest’s	home	where	 they	were	sent	on	a	‘Wide	Game’	
task	 to	 discover	 the	 treasures	 of	 this	 place,	 to	 read	 Scripture	 	 and	 take	
time	 to	 reflect	 on	 God’s	 transforming	 power.	 Later	 that	 night	 and	 during	
Night	 Prayer	 around	 an	 outdoor	 fire,	 they	 prayed	 this	 prayer	 together:		

God we thank you for your undying love and your power within
The land was once bare and wasteful

But through your spirit you have guided many to transform once bare, 
neglected land to a flourishing lively place.  

We thank you for the complex systems you created within plants and 
animals so that we can live in harmony with them, and be nourished by 
them.  

God you have the power to transform plants, animals and humans, 

Visiting the quarry reminded us of Jesus’ transformation, through you, 
from man to spirit,

And your power to transform our lives into something beautiful for you.  

Amen

BOP LT4Youth Gathering
Jocelyn Czerwonka reports on a recent visit to Te Puna Quarry with the LT4 Youth.

Emma Handley, Te Riaki Williams, Tessa Guest and the Rev'd Julie Guest

Tessa, Emma and Te Riaki at the Te Puna Quarry
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Our	beautiful	Waiapu	Coastline	covers	hundreds	of	kilometres.	We	are	a	diocese	very	
much	shaped	by	the	sea	but	sadly	today	plastic	and	other	forms	of	litter	are	almost	as	
common	as	seashells	on	the	seashore.

Oceans	and	marine	life	are	facing	the	threat	of	permanent	alteration	from	a	number	of	sources	
of	pollution	and	plastic	is	amongst	the	most	significant.	A	recent	report	by	the	World	Economic	
Forum	estimates	that,	by	weight,	there	will	be	more	plastic	in	the	ocean	than	fish	by	2050.

Already	plastic	accounts	for	60-80%	of	marine	garbage,	and	found	in	the	stomachs	of	most	
turtle	and	seabird	species	and	nearly	half	of	marine	mammals.	 In	 fact	almost	every	marine	
organism	is	contaminated	by	plastic.	As	well	as	 ingesting	these	fragments	 large	pieces	can	
cause	entrapment	and	drowning.

As	 a	 challenge	 to	 think	 globally,	 act	 locally	 and	 clean	 up	 our	 own	 back	 yard	 the	Waiapu	
Cathedral	Environment	Justice	and	Peace	Network	has	adopted	a	stretch	of	the	Marine	Parade	
seashore	(from	the	cathedral	to	the	port	boundary)	for	regular	beach	clean	ups.	The	Network	
organises	public	cleanups	for	national	events	such	as	Sea	Week,	Conservation	Week	and	Keep	
New	Zealand	Beautiful	Week	 and	 in	 between	 times	members	make	 the	 kilometre	walk	 to	
collect	 the	debris	 thrown	up	by	 the	 tide	and	 the	 litter	 that	has	been	 left	on	 the	beach	by	
humans.

Initially	there	was	some	scepticism:	we	received	comments	such	as	“The	council	keeps	it	clean”,	
“You	won’t	find	much.”

But	as	we	collected	more,	learnt	more	and	saw	the	huge	variety	of	ocean	garbage,	different	
every	time,	our	tiny	contribution	gained	some	significance.

Over	the	summer	beer	bottles,	fireworks	and	picnic	plastic	often	predominate,	during	winter	
storms	cartridge	shells	from	duck	shooting	are	washed	down	the	rivers.	And	there	is	always	
plastic	in	its	myriad	of	forms,	always	rope	and	fishing	lines	and	plastic	bags	and	containers.

As	well	there	are	the	micro-plastics,	pieces	less	than	5	mm	diameter,	pieces	we	cannot	pick	
up.	Most	of	these	come	from	the	break	down	of	larger	plastic	objects	but	also	include	plastic	
micro	beads	increasingly	used	in	cleaners	and	cosmetics.

These	micro-plastics	are	of	great	concern	because	of	their	effects	on	marine	life.	Not	only	do	
they	damage	the	digestive	systems	of	smaller	marine	animals	but	these	particles	also	absorb	
persistent	pollutants	from	the	ocean.	They	therefore	transfer	toxins	through	the	food	chain	

from	plankton	to	marine	mammals	and	humans.	

It	 is	estimated	that	10%	of	all	plastics	produced	end	up	 in	the	ocean.	Once	they	are	 in	the	
ocean	they	are	there	forever	unless	physically	removed.

Preventing	plastic	from	getting	into	the	ocean	in	the	first	place	must	be	the	best	approach	yet	
the	World	Forum	Report	states	that	world	wide	plastic	production	has	increased	20	fold	in	the	
past	50	years	and	estimates	that	by	2050	we	will	be	making	3	times	as	much	plastic	as	we	did	
in	2014!

As	always	our	first	approach	must	be	to	reduce,	reuse	and	recycle.	Simple	things	are	a	start,	
like	rejecting	plastic	bags,	cups	and	the	unnecessary	packaging	in	what	we	purchase.

At	present	we	humans	are	not	doing		a	good	job	of	making	sure	these	products	are	re	used	or	
disposed	of	correctly	and	it	is	estimated	there	are	five	bags	filled	with	plastic	for	every	30	cm	
of	coastline	in	the	world.	There	is	work	to	be	done.

Adopt	a	shoreline	(or	a	drain)!	It	is	a	great	all-age	activity	for	a	parish	-	a	treasure	hunt	becomes	
a	trash	hunt.	See	what	you	can	find!

Jenny Baker of the Environment Justice and Peace Network at the Waiapu Cathedral of St John the Evangelist challenges us on how we care for creation within our own 
parish be it by the sea or a stream.

Oceans of Plastic
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From the Ministry Educator
 
Deborah Broome

It's an Ordinary Time of the Year

After	Trinity	Sunday,	 this	year	celebrated	on	22nd	May,	
the	church	calendar	moved	back	into	Ordinary	Time,	
for	which	the	liturgical	colour	is	green.	Ordinary	Time	

is	 usually	 explained	 as	being	when	we	 are	not	 in	 a	 festival	
season,	like	the	great	Easter	season,	which	runs	for	50	days,	
or	 Christmas,	 or	 the	 seasons	of	 preparation	 and	penitence,	
Advent	and	Lent.	The	thing	about	Ordinary	time	is	that	it	is,	
well,	just	that:	ordinary.	Apart	from	the	odd	saints	day,	and	a	
patronal	festival	if	you	are	lucky,	there	is	nothing	particularly	
special	going	on.		And	yet	there	is	a	richness	to	this	season,	
which	draws	us	in.		

This	season	is	a	reminder	to	us	all	that	‘the	road	to	the	sacred	
is	 paved	with	 the	 ordinary’.	 Nora	 Gallagher	 is	 an	 American	
writer	whose	memoir	of	faith,	Things Seen and Unseen: a year 
lived in faith,	describes	it	like	this:	‘In	most	of	the	other	church	
seasons,	we	trace	the	life	of	Jesus—from	expected	arrival	to	
resurrection,	Advent	 to	Eastertide.	But	 in	Ordinary	Time	we	
are	 in	our	own	 lives,	 living	out	 the	gift	of	 the	Holy	Spirit	at	
Pentecost.’	Ordinary	Time	assures	us	that	we	meet	God	most	
often	in	the	everyday	events	of	our	everyday	lives.

There	is	a	real-world	logic	to	that.	After	all,	most	days	and	most	
weeks	are	not	full	of	mountain-top	experiences,	exhilarating	
moments	of	achievement	or	times	of	connection	with	God	or	
with	others.		The	counterpart	to	that,	thankfully,	is	that	most	
days	are	not	irredeemably	ghastly.	Most	of	our	days	are	fairly	
normal,	filled	with	familiar	routines	and	the	minutiae	of	daily	
life.	Having	a	season	of	Ordinary	Time	gives	a	sense	of	purpose	
to	all	that.	It	sanctifies	the	commonplace.	This	season	invites	
us	into	the	possibility	of	encountering	God	in	the	everyday.	

So	how	do	we	do	that?	How	do	we	meet	God	in	the	mundane,	
in	the	regular	daily	round?	 It	can	be	as	simple	as	expecting	
to	find	God	there	and	so	to	go	looking	for	God.	Because	the	
things	we	notice	are	the	things	we	are	looking	for.	Or	to	put	
it	 another	way,	 the	more	we	 search	 for	God	 the	more	God	
becomes	evident	 to	us.	 Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	 realised	
this.

	‘Earth’s	crammed	with	heaven,	
And	every	common	bush	afire	with	God;	
But	only	he	who	sees,	takes	off	his	shoes,	
The	rest	sit	round	it	and	pluck	blackberries	...’

That	is	the	lesson	of	Ordinary	Time,	the	gift	the	season	offers	
to	 us.	 And	 why	 is	 the	 liturgical	 colour-coding	 green?	 The	
green	on	our	 vestments	 and	 church	 furnishings	 is	 there	 to	
symbolise	the	continual	growth that	should	characterise	our	
lives	 as	Christians.	Our	days	 should	be	 an	ongoing	process	
of	 growing	 in	 faith,	 growing	 closer	 to	 God,	 growing	 closer	
to	each	other.	Perhaps	next	 time	we	catch	sight	of	a	green	
stole	or	altar	frontal	it	can	lead	us	to	ask	ourselves:	How have I 
grown as a Christian in the past year?

God	of	our	every	day 	
Friend	who	will	walk	our	way 	
Light	who	can	change 	
The	focus	of	our	seeing 	
Capture	our	heart	and	mind 	
Be	in	the	work	we	find 	
Till	all	we	do	becomes 	
Your	mode	of	being.

(Lyrics: Shirley Erena Murray, Music: Colin Gibson) 

12

Anglican Missions  
Projects Booklet

Anglican Missions (AM) Projects Booklet for 2016 was 
recently sent to parishes giving information about the 
projects that are being supported by AM during 2016.

It is hoped that this information will provide all who give so 
generously with details about where their donations go; and 
also provide opportunities for parishes, rohe and individuals 
to target their giving to support particular projects. AM 
hopes that this will make missions giving more meaningful 
as well as assisting parishes to promote sustainable missions 
giving by choosing to select a specific project (or projects) 
to support.

If your parish did not receive a copy of the Projects Booklet 
or would like further copies please contact Linda at  
info@angmissions.org.nz or phone (04) 473 5172.



13Issue 71  Waiapu News

Cycleways of Waiapu

 

Serious cyclists will know that Rotorua is the place to come 
for the thrills and spills of mountain biking and exploring 
the wonderful surrounds of this rapidly growing tourist 

town.  But what about those of us who just like a leisurely ride 
from time to time.  Spurred on by the Waiapu News editorial 
team hopeful of beginning a series of Waiapu cycle stories, it 
was time to dust off the bikes, don the bike helmets and venture 
out to enjoy more of God’s wonderful creation.  

One of the delights we have discovered living in Ngongotaha 
is that we are virtually a hop, skip and a jump from connecting 
to the Ngongotaha Cycle Way.  Once out the door, over the hill 
and around the corner we arrive at the beautiful Waiteti Stream, 
well known by keen anglers as the small stream with the big fish.  
In summertime the local youngsters love to 

The first in our series on ‘Cycleways of Waiapu’.

Jocelyn & Alex Czerwonka explore the Ngongotaha Cycleway.

gather here jumping off the Waiteti bridge into the cool 
waters below – and if they can ‘water bomb’ you in the 
process it all adds to the delight of this beautiful spot.  

Over the bridge we pause for a moment at the well-
used seat looking out to Mokoia Island, a lovely 
spot to sit, pray and contemplate the beauty of our 
country and the blessings that surround us.  You 
may be surprised by a jumping trout or overawed by the bird 
life enjoying the surrounding wet land.  As we ride along the 
Lakefront on Reeme Street Reserve we can see the new Whare 
Aroha Dementia Village (inspired by the acclaimed Dutch 
Dementia Unit) taking place as builders and contractors work 
hard to meet the opening deadline in December 2016.  Now a 

quick detour up through Ngongotaha Village will take 
us up St Barnabas’ Anglican Church, a beautiful wooden 
church nestled in lovely grounds surrounded by the St 
Barnabas’ Close villas.

Back on the trail again we cycle south of Ngongotaha 
past the newly built Riding for the Disabled Arena on 
Parewai Road.  We now arrive at the ‘official’ start of the 
trail and enjoy what appears like an endless tree lined 
trail ahead.  A friendly horse nudges his head over the 
fence indicating the grass on the other side looks so 
much nicer, so we stop and oblige with handfuls of 
grass until a slight nip of the finger suggests it’s time 
to move on.  

A stop-off at Fairy Springs and a slight detour offers 
the chance to ride the gondola and see the wonderful 
views of Rotorua and watch the keen mountain 
bikers below tackle 10.5 km trails on the Skyline 
Gravity Park, venue for the world famous Crankworx 
mountain biking event.  As we approach town steam 
wafts across Lake Road and our olfactory senses 
remind us we have arrived in Rotorua.   Here we 
can take a left turn and cycle to the beautiful Māori 

village of Ohinemutu and visit historic St Faith’s Anglican 
Church nestled on the lake front before heading over to Kuirau 
Geothermal Park.  

Sticking to the cycle way is essential here to avoid ending up 
in boiling hot water.  At the entrance to the park is the newly 
unveiled Trevor Nathan Sculpture depicting a pohutukawa 
stamen.  Crossing over the red and white zebra crossing on 
Ranolf Street leads us along the controversial ‘Green Corridor’ 
cycle way recently opened by the Rotorua City Council.  There’s 
time for a quick stop at St Luke’s Anglican Church and then 
following along the Green corridor to find a much needed coffee 
stop near Tutanekai East Street.  

Once refreshed we are on our way again, this time down to 
the lake front which is buzzing  with all the tourist  activities 
including paddle boats, kayaks, the Lakeland Queen and much 
more.  Further along a flock of geese waddle slowly out of our 
way as we meander along the bush boardwalk and emerge at 
Sulphur Point; an amazing thermal wonderland.  The sun is 
going down as we head through Government Gardens and near 
the end of our journey at Rotorua’s Sulphur Lake Sculpture Trail 
near the Arts Village.  ‘A hidden gem’, as one Rotorua resident 
described it.  

There was much more to see and many more cycle tracks to 
explore, but for today we couldn’t help but think we lived in a 
very beautiful part of the world.  
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A Century ago in 
Waiapu Gazette
 
Stephen Donald

English-born C. Laurence Tuke (1858-1945) trained at St John’s 
College, Auckland, and served at St John’s Cathedral, Taradale, 
Waipukurau and St Augustine’s1 parishes before being appointed 
vicar and archdeacon of Tauranga in mid-1916.This report details 
parish life in early days of his Tauranga ministry. Lord Herbert 
Kitchener, British Secretary of State for War, died on 5th June, 
1916 when the H.M.S. Hampshire struck a German mine during 
a voyage to Russia.

Tauranga - Vicar: Archdeacon Tuke. Lay Readers: Messrs. 
C. J. Butcher, T. R. Philpotts and F. A. Stevens. The issue 
of our “Church Gazette” being for the future bi-monthly 

makes notes of Church life in the Parish rather stale news to 
our Church people here. But apparently there is no other course 
open at present, for all newspapers are struggling with war made 
difficulties and shortage of paper is one of them. Our notes will 
be therefore brief. 

In common with the Church throughout the Province we had 
our Lord Kitchener Memorial Service. The day was gloriously 
fine and the military parade, under Col. Ward, was a very 
creditable one at so short a notice. Returned soldiers, veterans, 
cadets, nurses, and the Mayor and Council filled about half 
of the pews. The Wardens, assisted by some Vestrymen, did 
uncommonly well in finding seating accommodation for all 
they did, some 339 people being within the Church and’ many 
others outside. The service was as bright as it could be under the 
circumstances, the Whitsunday Psalms lending themselves with 
striking, appropriateness. 

The fitting circumstances of Lord Kitchener’s dying on a man-
o’-war were duly noted by the preacher, for the wonderful 
co-ordination between the Navy and Army in this great war, 
planned by that master, of organisation to a very large extent, 
has been “ one of the best features in the campaign. The lessons 
of patience, attention to detail, the work of discipline, and 
careful organisation can all be learned from that life so freely 
given in self-sacrifice to our beloved nation. As the “Last Post,” 

with its long-drawn wailing note was sounded many hearts 
were touched with solemn memories of their dear ones 
“loved long since and lost awhile.” 

The Vicar and his family, who received a very hearty 
reception at a social tendered to them, duly appreciated the 
opportunity of meeting so many of their new parishioners. 
The Wardens, Messrs J. W. Philpotts and J. R. Cross, and the 
Ladies’ Senior Guild, under Mrs Butcher, were responsible 
for much of the success of the evening. The Mayor also most 
kindly assisted in the welcome and many contributed songs 
and recitations, etc. 

The first service held by the Vicar at Otopi was held at the end of 
last month. Many came in the dark night and damp conditions. 
Mr and Mrs F. Kensingster most kindly hospitized the Vicar, 
who celebrated Holy Communion next morning. Some twenty-
six families were visited. The next service will, we hope, be held 
on a moonlight night. 

The Bishop, who came here chiefly on Maori Mission work, 
most kindly celebrated at the early service, and preached a 
thoughtful sermon, on “God is Love,” at Evensong. The natives 
at Matapihi were visited by the Bishop on the Sunday, and a 
trip to those living at Motiti Island was made on the Tuesday. 
Beautiful weather favoured the party who returned next day 
after good services. The rain which has been heavy of late made 
the travelling unsafe for horse or motor car. 

Fortunately nothing serious happened when the pole of the 
coach, containing our Bishop and Miss Hare, of the Rotorua 
Mission, and several others, broke while the steep Oropi Gorge 
was being descended. 

The Choir needs urgently some bass voices. The Vicar appeals to 
their men of the Church to volunteer. The Junior Guild is losing 
a valued member and worker in Miss Whiting, who leaves for 
Wellington shortly. We wish her a happy time there, and we 

shall be glad to see her back here at any time. 

The Vicar is still paying visits as fast as he can to overtake the 
long visiting list left by the former Vicar. These short and often 
wet days prevent as much being done as the Vicar would wish. 
He will soon be absent on duties belonging to the Archdeaconry. 

The parishioners are requested to note the date of the Annual 
Parish Meeting, viz., Tuesday, July 25th. There will also be an 
election of a Synodsman at that meeting. The matter of additional 
room at the Vicarage will also be dealt with. The Vicar thanks all 
who sent their “Church Gazette” subscriptions to him.2 

Notes

1.  The original St Augustine’s was built in 1885 on the corner 
of Bower and Edwardes Streets near the present diocesan office. 
The church is now Dunstalls Funeral Services chapel.

2  Waiapu Church Gazette, July 1916, page 13.

Photocredit from Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland 
Libraries, 4-5046.
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The Reverend Christopher Douglas-Huriwai, Missioner of the Tauranga Moana 
Māori Mission recounts a significant step in the life of this small church on the 
Maungatapu Peninsula

This	 year’s	 Pouhere	 Sunday	 celebrations	 were	 made	 all	 the	 more	 poignant	 for	 the	
Tauranga	Parish	and	the	Tauranga	Moana	Māori	Mission,	as	over	100	people	attended	
a	service	marking	the	return	of	All	Saints’,	Maungatapu,	to	the	care	of	Tikanga	Māori.

All	 Saints’	 is	 a	 picturesque	 church	 nestled	 on	 the	 Maungatapu	 Peninsula	 overlooking	
Rangataua	Bay.	First	established	in	1836,	the	original	raupo	chapel	was	built	on	the	land	of	
Ngati	He	and	had	been	a	Māori	church	since	its	inception.	Over	time	however,	and	with	the	
changing	demographics	of	the	peninsular,	 it	gradually	became	a	Pākehā	church	cared	for	
by	Holy	Trinity,	Tauranga,	and	used	once	a	month	for	Māori	services.	With	the	change	in	the	
constitution	of	our	church	the	title	of	All	Saints’	was	transferred	to	Tikanga	Māori	but	day	to	
administration	and	pastoral	responsibility	remained	with	the	parish.	That	was	until	this	past	
Pouhere	Sunday.

All Saints’, Maungatapu is returned to Tikanga Māori

Sunday	29th	May	saw	Tikanga	Pākehā	return	complete	authority	of	All	Saints’	to	the	Tauranga	
Moana	Māori	Mission	for	use	as	the	Parochial	Church	of	the	Mission.	The	return	of	All	Saints’	
was	 an	 initiative	 of	 Bishop	 Ngarahu	 Katene	 who	 had	 the	 vision	 to	 establish	 All	 Saints’	 as	
the	“mother	church”	of	 the	Mission	District.	This	vision	was	upheld	and	encouraged	by	 the	
Reverends	Dale	and	Paul	Williamson,	Co-vicars	of	the	Holy	Trinity,	and	also	the	Reverend	Gaye	
Barkla,	who	has	had	primary	oversight	at	All	Saints	since	her	ordination	as	a	priest	in	2014.	

As	with	any	change,	there	are	some	things	to	get	used	to	and	wrinkles	to	iron	out.	But	
the	congregation	of	All	Saints’,	the	Tauranga	Māori	Mission	and	the	clergy	and	laity	of	the	
Tauranga	Parish	have	all	taken	the	changes	in	their	stride.	We	remain	deeply	committed	to	
the	relationships	that	have	been	established	throughout	the	years	of	shared	leadership	at	All	
Saints’.

Above:  Isabel Weenink ,The Rev'd Chris Douglas-Huriwai, Rev'd Gaye Barkla, Pihopa Ngarahu 
Katene, Rev'd Dale Williamson (Co-vicar of Holy Trinity) and HTT wardens John Rose and 
Elizabeth Price in ffront of the plaque dedicated recently to commemorate the handing back of 'All 
Saints.
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Book Review

The Journey: with Jesus to Jerusalem and the cross John 
Pritchard.  London: SPCK, 2014 146 pages, reviewed by 
Deborah Broome

‘We’ve been here long enough.  Let’s head for Jerusalem.’  This 
is an account of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem in Luke’s Gospel, 
as seen (mostly) through the eyes of the disciple John, one of 
Jesus’ inner circle.  Bishop John Pritchard’s imagination shows 
us Jesus and his team walking through towns and villages, 
teaching, healing, debating and dining along the way.  Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem on a donkey and what followed in that 
tumultuous week are described, and the reader is there, seeing 

it all ‘from the inside’, asking questions, wondering what it all means.

This book is a wonderful way to connect with Jesus, spending time with passages from 
Luke we have heard or read many times before, but this time finding new insights.  
Quirky little facts are dropped in effortlessly, things we might have wondered about 
are explained; John Pritchard, as retired bishop of Oxford (and before that, of Jarrow) 
wears his scholarship lightly, putting it at the service of his imagination.  His questions 
encourage us to ask our own.  

The Journey is designed as a Lent book, with sections for every weekday of Lent, beginning 
on Ash Wednesday, and poems to reflect on for the Saturdays.  At the end of each section 
are a series of ‘I wonder …’ questions: things to ponder on, ways to help readers to go 
deeper and connect what is happening to John and to Jesus with their own lives.  These 
range from the ‘I wonder what happened next?’ questions, to mulling over how the 
Church is working with similar situations today, to invitations to take action.  The Journey 
can be used by individuals and it would also work as a group study to do during Lent in a 
parish or a small group – there are suggestions on how to do this at the back.

It need not be confined to Lent, however.  I read it in the days following General Synod / 
Te Hīnota Whānui, where Bishop John had been leading the daily Bible studies.  I could 
hear his voice in my mind as I read through. 

This book is available from the diocesan library; contact Deborah Broome educator@
waiapu.com if you would like to borrow it.
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At	Top	Parish,	held	in	March	this	year	at	Keswick	in	Rotorua	the	gathering	
of	 young	people	was	very	aware	of	 the	 impact	Cyclone	Winston	had	
had	on	the	people	of	Fiji.

As	part	of	the	weekend	prayers	were	offered	for	those	in	Tikanga	Pasefika	coping	
with	the	aftermath	of	the	Cyclone.	One	of	the	ways	of	offering	this	prayer	was	by	
making	a	prayer	cloth.

Each	person	drew	around	their	hand	and	wrote	their	prayers	for	the	people	of	
Fiji,	assuring	them	of	the	love	and	support	of	Waiapu.

At	an	early	morning	Eucharist	during	General	Synod	Bishop	Andrew	presented	
the	prayer	cloth	to	Archbishop	Winston	Halapua	on	behalf	of	the	young	people	
of	Waiapu.

Archbishop	Winston	assured	those	gathered	that	it	would	be	taken	home	to	Fiji	
along	with	the	aroha	expressed	through	the	prayer	cloth.

Prayer Cloth Presentation


