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This	edition	of	Waiapu	News	comes	to	you	as	we	move	from	the	Season	of	Advent	into	celebrating	the	birth	of	Christ	in	our	
midst.	We	can	ask	ourselves	how	this	year’s	Christmas	celebration	might	be	different	and	how	we	might	make	a	difference	
for	someone	else	this	year.

Pictured	 above	 is	 just	 one	of	 the	 activities	 that	 folk	 from	each	 region	of	 the	Diocese	 enjoyed	when	 attending	 the	Nativity	
Workshops	led	by	StraNdZ	Enabler	Diana	Langdon.	You	can	read	more	on	pages	8	&	9	and	join	the	‘Messy	Church	in	Waiapu’	
Facebook	page.	 If	 you	want	 to	 be	 reminded	 about	 the	 difference	 between	Advent	 and	Christmas	 check	 out	 Busted	Halo’s	
YouTube	clip	‘Advent	in	2	Minutes’.
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From Bishop Andrew

Advent journeys     
  

May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit be with you 
every step of the way, 
and be your guide as your road changes and turns 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

 ANZPB/HKMA p542

Over	my	years	of	ministry	as	a	priest	and	as	a	bishop	
I	 have	often	 found	myself	 offering	 these	words	 as	
I	 pronounce	 a	 blessing	 upon	 a	 congregation	 at	

a	 variety	of	 times	 throughout	 the	 year.	 It	 is	 a	blessing	 that	
we	find	in	our	prayer	book	and	one	that	is	suggested	for	the	
Day	of	Pentecost.	However	I	find	that	it	is	a	blessing	that	suits	
many	occasions	in	the	life	of	our	church	communities.

It	may	seem	odd	to	be	thinking	about	Pentecost	and	the	gift	
of	 the	Holy	Spirit	during	this	current	season	of	Advent.	But	
then	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	prominent	throughout	
all	of	our	story	and	journey	of	faith,	not	just	at	Pentecost.	

The	connection	for	me	however	with	Advent	and	this	prayer	
of	blessing,	is	in	the	theme	of	journeys	and	pathways,	roads	
that	 twist	 and	 turn,	 ever	 changing.	Throughout	Advent	we	
rehearse	stories	of	people	journeying	with	one	another	and	
with	God;	people	journeying	along	pathways	and	preparing	
pathways	 for	others	 to	 journey	 toward	God;	and	finally	 the	
journey	 of	 the	Holy	 Family	 along	 a	 pathway	 to	 Bethlehem	
and	the	nativity.

The	 blessing	 is	 both	 invoking	 God’s	 presence	 upon	 us	 as	
we	make	our	journey	along	whatever	path	lies	ahead	of	us.	
This	also	presumes	that	the	roads	we	walk	will	take	on	new	
directions,	change	course	from	time	to	time,	and	take	us	into	
new	 territory	 from	which	we	may	gain	new	aspects	of	 life.	
God	is	faithful	and	will	be	with	us	on	those	paths	wherever	
and	whatever	they	traverse.

One	of	the	resounding	stories	of	journey	in	Advent	is	the	
proclamation	of	John	the	Baptist:

In	those	days	John	the	Baptist	appeared	in	the	
wilderness	
of	Judea,	proclaiming,	‘Repent,	for	the	kingdom	of	
heaven	has		
come	near.’	This	is	the	one	of	whom	the	prophet	
Isaiah	spoke		
when	he	said,	
	‘The	voice	of	one	crying	out	in	the wilderness:	
“Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord,	make	his	paths	
straight.”	’		 	 Matthew 3.1-3, NRSV

John’s	mission	was	 to	make	 it	 clear	 that	 Jesus	was	coming,	
and	to	bring	a	strong	message	calling	to	people’s	attention	
God’s	 revelation	among	 them.	 In	 that	 sense	 the	 journey	of	

faith	requires	some	moments	of	clarity	when	we	can	see	Jesus	
for	whom	he	is,	and	recognise	in	him	the	divine	revelation	of	
love,	wisdom,	peace	and	hope.	

But	faith’s	journey	does	not	end	there,	neither	does	it	continue	
necessarily	with	that	same	clarity.	Rather,	as	life	moves	on,	as	
faith	deepens	and	evolves	we	learn	to	live	with	the	mystery	
of	divine	love	and	with	that	mystery	the	associated	paths	that	
twist	and	turn	and	are	ever	changing.	We	learn	then	through	
our	faith	in	God,	just	as	God’s	revelation	was	present	in	Jesus,	
so	too	is	God’s	presence	known	to	us	through	the	Holy	Spirit	
along	the	paths	we	walk.

May	 the	 journey	 to	 the	Nativity	bring	 you	hope	 and	 joy	 in	
believing	in	God’s	love	revealed	in	Jesus	and	direct	your	hearts	
and	minds	to	a	deeper	trust	in	God’s	presence	in	mystery.
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Chaplain of Hodgson House Julie Guest with Alan and Dave from Tauranga Men's Shed who crafted the cross

Jenny Chalmers installed as Vicar of Taupo  

Chris & Chris Wheeler who run the Waipawa Messy Church enjoy 
the Nativity Workshop in Hawke's Bay
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A	gathering	 of	 Waiapu	 clergy	 from	 all	 three	 regions	
spent	 three	 days	 in	 Taupō	 recently	 for	 the	 annual	
clergy	conference.	The	relevance	of	the	theme	for	the	

conference	 ‘Leadership	 in	 Uncertain	 Times’	 allowed	 us	 to	
explore	the	‘shaking	of	our	foundations’	at	both	a	theological	
and	more	personal	level.

The	 Reverend	 Dr	 Mary	 Caygill,	 Co-ordinator	 of	 Ministry	
Formation	 at	 Trinity	 Methodist	 Theological	 College	 in	
Auckland,	 was	 present	 for	 the	 entire	 conference	 offering	
stimulating	 addresses	 each	 day.	 Sven	 Hansen	 from	 the	
Resilience	Institute	was	our	other	guest.	

Mary	began	her	series	of	addresses	by	quoting	from	German	
theologian	Paul	Tillich’s	famous	sermon	entitled	‘The	Shaking	
of	 the	 Foundations’.	 He	 preached	 this	 in	 the	
wake	 of	 the	 Second	World	 War	 and	 reflects	
that	‘when	everything	comes	tumbling	down,	
it	is	a	good	thing	to	look	around	and	see	what	
is	still	standing’.	

Mary	was	able	to	draw	helpful	analogies	from	
her	 own	 personal	 story	 to	 the	 Christchurch	
earthquakes	as	she	explored	how	times	today	
are	akin	to	the	very	shaking	of	the	foundations	
of	 what	 it	 means	 to	 be	 ‘church’.	 Her	 key	
question	 revolved	 round	 what	 it	 means	 to	
provide	 leadership	 in	 these	 times	and	 in	 this	
very	particular	context.

Mary	was	 the	 Superintendent	Minster	 of	 the	
Christchurch	 Central	 Methodist	 Parish	 and	
the	Methodist	Mission	based	 in	 the	centre	of	
Christchurch	 for	 just	 on	 six	 years.	 Her	 parish	
church,	 Durham	 Street	 Methodist,	 and	 the	
Mission	which	were	severely	damaged	 in	 the	
September	 2010	 quake.	 She	 described	 how,	
with	the	closing	of	the	building	after	this	first	
earthquake,	 her	 congregation	 began	 their	
nomadic	 journey	 in	 relocating	 themselves	

Adrienne Bruce reflects on the recent Clergy Conference.

which	of	necessity	called	for	serious	questioning	of	their	core	
purpose.	

Durham	 Street	 Methodist	 was	 Christchurch’s	 first	 stone	
church,	 opened	 Christmas	 Day	 1864.	 This	 building	 was	
completely	 destroyed	 in	 the	 February	 2011	 earthquake,	
tragically	killing	four	people	inside;	the	site	is	now	completely	
bare.	 As	Mary	 describes	 it,	 this	 journey	was	 an	‘intentional	
year	of	thinking	and	discovery’	where	their	grief	was	worked	
out	 as	 they	 honoured	 the	 past,	 while	 also	 looking	 at	 how	
they	might	look	when	they	were	able	to	go	back	to	the	city.	
They	 ultimately	 came	 to	 focus	 on	 three	 core	 strands:	 their	
ongoing	 life;	 exploring	 new	 ways	 of	 being	 Church	 for	 the	
city,	 and	 beginning	 a	 building	 programme.	 As	 a	 first	 step,	

the	Methodists	have	just	appointed	a	Chaplain	to	the	City	of	
Christchurch.

Digging	deeper,	Mary	led	the	clergy	to	consider	what	Michael	
Leunig,	 an	Australian	 commentator	 and	poetic	 artist	wrote	
over	20	years	ago:	

We	 are	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 pillaging	 and	 rape	 of	 the	
psychological	 eco-system,	 the	 ecology	 of	 the	 soul.	 There	
is	 a	 great	 delicate,	 interconnected	 ecology	 that	 goes	 on	 in	
people’s	lives.	We’re	defiling	it,	plundering	it,	exploiting	it,	and	
this	will	 have	 tremendous	 consequences	 for	 the	 emotional	
health	of	society.	1	

We	pray	 for	 the	 fragile	 ecology	of	 the	heart	 and	 the	mind.		
The	 sense	 of	 meaning.	 So	 finely	 assembled	
and	 balanced	 and	 so	 easily	 overturned.	
The	 careful,	 ongoing	 construction	 of	 love.	
As	 painful	 and	 exhausting	 as	 the	 struggle	
for	 truth	 and	 so	 easily	 abandoned.			
Hard	 fought	 and	 won	 are	 the	 shifting	
sands	 of	 this	 sacred	 ground,	 this	 ecology.	
Easy	 to	 desecrate	 and	 difficult	 to	
defend,	 this	 vulnerable	 joy,	 this	 exposed	
faith,	 this	 precious	 order.	 This	 sanity.	
We	 shall	 be	 careful.	 With	 others	 and	 with	
ourselves.	Amen.2

In	linking	this	writer	and	a	number	of	others	
Mary	 painted	 the	 picture	 of	 the	 past	 three	
decades	‘with	the	loss	of	the	core	of	certainty	
about	 much	 of	 our	 lives.	 In	 the	 past,	 there	
were	 clearer	 roles	 for	 us	 to	 follow,	 clearer	
rules	 to	 govern	 our	 decisions,	 and	 clearer	
expectations	about	how	to	be.	Today	we	are	
more	aware	of	what	is	not	true,	than	what	is.	
Is	 it	any	surprise	 then	that	 the	anxiety	 levels	
are	so	high	around	us	and	we	find	ourselves	
as	 a	 society	 coping	 with	 increased	 levels	 of	
violence,	and	alarmingly	increased	rates	of	ill-
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Such	a	discipline	 is	what	 love	 is	–	what	has	given	prophets,	
revolutionaries,	and	saints	the	courage	to	die	 for	 the	future	
they	envisaged.	They	made	their	own	bodies	the	seed	of	their	
highest	 hopes,	 because	 they	 knew	 that,	 “a	 grain	 of	 wheat	
remains	a	solitary	grain	unless	it	falls	to	the	ground	and	dies.”	
(John	12:24)4

For	 anyone	 wishing	 to	 receive	 a	 copy	 of	 Mary’s	 full	 set	 of	
notes	email	adriennebruce@waiapu.com	.

(Endnotes)
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prophet’s	 poetic	 utterance	 was	 intended	 to	 accomplish:	 ‘it	
aimed	to	reimagine	the	world	as	though	the	character	of	God	
were	a	real	and	lively	and	engaged	agent	in	the	reality	of	the	
world.	Thus,	the	prophetic	task	was	to	re-utter	YHWH	(God)	as	
a	living,	decisive	agent	in	a	world	that	largely	assumed	that	
YHWH	was	an	irrelevant	memory’.	

After	 portraying	 Jeremiah’s	 context,	 his	 call	 as	 prophet,	 as	
truth-teller,	and	as	a	poet	of	hope	Mary	steered	us	to	consider	
the	writing	of	Rebecca	Solnit	in	Hope	in	the	Dark	where	she	
makes	the	radical	case	for	hope	as	a	commitment	to	act	in	a	
world	whose	future	remains	uncertain	and	unknowable.	She	
says	‘hope	locates	itself	 in	the	premises	that	we	don’t	know	
what	will	happen	and	that	in	the	spaciousness	of	uncertainty	
is	 room	 to	 act…	Hope	 is	 an	 embrace	of	 the	unknown	and	
unknowable,	an	alternative	to	the	certainty	of	both	optimists	
and	pessimists.	Optimists	think	it	all	will	be	fine	without	our	
involvement;	 pessimists	 take	 the	 opposite	 position;	 both	
excuse	themselves	from	acting.	It’s	the	belief	that	
what	we	do	matters	even	though	how	and	when	
it	may	matter,	who	and	what	 it	may	 impact,	are	
not	 things	 we	 can	 know	 beforehand.	We	 may	
n0t,	 in	 fact,	 know	 them	 afterwards	 either,	 but	
they	matter	 all	 the	 same	and	history	 is	 full	 of	
people	 whose	 influence	 was	 most	 powerful	
after	they	were	gone’3

Perhaps	this	quote	sums	up	this	challenging	
get	together	of	Waiapu	clergy:

It	is	time	to	stop	planting	pumpkins.	Let	us	
plant	dates,	even	though	those	who	plant	
them	will	never	eat	them.	We	must	learn	to	
live	by	the	love	of	what	we	will	never	see.	

This	is	the	secret	of	discipline.	It	is	a	refusal	
to	 let	 the	 creative	 act	 be	 dissolved	 in	 an	 immediate	
sense	experience,	and	a	stubborn	commitment	to	the	future	
of	our	grandchildren.

health	whether	it	be	physical,	emotional,	mental,	or	spiritual	
ill-health?	It	is	all	pervasive	and	as	Leunig	poetically	conveys	
the	very	ecology	of	our	soul	demands	attending	to.’

And	attending	to	just	that	was	where	Sven	Hansen	stepped	
in.	We	 explored	 together	 resilience	 as	 a	 learned	 ability	 to	
show	 bounce,	 courage,	 creativity	 and	 connection.	 Sven’s	
background	 is	 as	 a	medical	 doctor	who	moved	 into	 sports	
medicine	 and	 then	 developed	 the	 Resilience	 Institute	 out	
a	 deep-held	 belief	 that	 what	 elite	 sportsmen	 and	 women	
developed	in	terms	of	a	health	in	body,	mind	and	spirit	which	
allowed	them	to	be	consistent	 in	outstanding	performance	
could	be	for	the	whole	population.	

We	 learned	 that	 ‘an	 evidence-based	 view	 of	 Resilience	 is	
simply	how	we	respond	to	challenge.	Some	over-react	with	
panic,	 anger	 and	 tears.	 Others	 rise	 to	 their	 best	 and	 then	
fatigue	or	burn	out.	Some	take	the	sternest	challenges	in	their	
stride	and	enjoy	the	performance.	Elite	performers	(think	SAS,	
All	Blacks,	and	some	of	your	colleagues)	learn	how	to	hold	a	
calm,	focused	and	connected	state	when	needed	and	know	
how	to	rapidly	rejuvenate	when	the	pressure	is	off’.

Sven,	 in	a	 session-packed	day	 then	delved	with	us	 into	 the	
diagnostic	we	had	all	completed	on	line,	understanding	our	
own	resilience	levels,	understanding	about	getting	brilliant	at	
‘bounce	back’,	practicing	tactical	calm,	sorting	out	our	sleep,	
mastering	emotions,	and	understanding	the	high	performing	
mind.	

We	learned	techniques	for	breathing,	slowing	the	heart-rate	
(including	using	Bishop	Andrew	as	 the	test	case	connected	
to	a	heart	monitor	visible	on	the	large	screen),	drinking	more	
water	in	the	morning	to	rehydrate,	and	coffee’s	fine	–	just	not	
after	 2.00	 pm.	These	were	 sessions	with	 lots	 of	 chatting	 in	
twos	and	threes	and	practising	what	Sven	preached.

Mary	continued	her	exploration	of	our	conference	theme	by	
looking	at	the	prophet	Jeremiah	and	Interpretive	Leadership.	
This	 was	 the	 chance	 to	 turn	 our	 attention	 to	 what	 the	
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Sven Hansen 

Mary Caygill 



Issue 73  Waiapu News

 
- Anglican Geeks doing Missional Work

By Adrienne Bruce

A	chance	 conversation	 with	 our	 friendly	 IT	 man,	 Paul	
Hughes,	 uncovered	 an	 exciting	 story	 recently.	 Paul	
began	 by	 mentioning	 that	 he	 was	 off	 to	 Labasa,	 a	

town	on	 the	north-eastern	 island	of	Vanua	Levu	 in	 Fiji.	 But	
this	was	no	holiday,	and	working	in	steaming	temperatures	
was	not	for	the	faint-hearted.

This	story	begins	with	a	 	 request	 for	assistance	from	a	 local	
priest,	 Gerald	 Billings,	 in	 Labasa,	 to	 the	 Anglican	 Schools	
Office	and	the	Reverend	Anne	van	Gend.	Anne	remembered	
that	the	Waikato	Diocesan	School	for	Girls	had	a	large	number	
of	 laptops	which	they	no	 longer	required	and	the	plan	was	

hatched.	 Bishop	 Andrew	 collected	 the	 laptops	 from	 the	
school	whilst	 visiting	his	daughter	 and	brought	 them	back	
to	Napier.	

Paul	 rebuilt	 approximately	 30	 laptops	 ready	 for	 freighting	
to	 Fiji.	 This	 rebuild	 included	 installing	Windows	 10™	 and	 a	
Microsoft	Office™	package.	Also	required	was	TeamViewer™	
for	 remote	accessing	when	 required.	They	were	 then	 taken	
to	the	Eastern	Institute	of	Technology	(EIT)	for	their	computer	
department	 to	 run	 all	 the	 updates,	 as	 if	 this	 was	 done	 at	
Anglican	Centre	this	would	have	taken	out	our	internet	with	
the	downloading!

At	the	end	of	October	the	latops	had	all	be	packed	up,	blessed	
and	were	on	their	way.	Paul	followed	along	behind	arriving	in	
Labasa	to	set	up	a	whole	networked	computer	system	for	All	
Saints’	Secondary	School	in	Labasa.	In	just	over	a	week	Paul	
tells	me	he	worked	on	46	desktops	and	laptops	in	all.

In	 round	 figures	 Paul	 tells	me	what	was	 probaly	 a	 $76,000	
project	was	accomplished	for	around	$10,000.	

Archbishop	Winston	asked	me,	‘what	happens	 if	something	
goes	wrong	after	the	IT	man	from	Waiapu	has	gone	home	–	

will	we	 be	 stuck	with	 no	 technology	working?’	
But	 Paul	 had	 all	 this	 in	 hand	 too	 and	 tells	 the	
Archbishop	 he	 has	 also	 developed	 a	 CD	 with	
all	 the	 instructions	the	Labasa	end	would	need	
to	 know.	 Paul	 can	 also	 work	 remotely	 on	 the	
laptops	 from	 New	 Zealand,	 should	 this	 be	
necessary.		

Congratulations	 to	 the	 Anglican	 Schools	
Office	 for	 this	 pilot	 project	 initiative.	 This	
has	 demonstrated	 so	 well	 how	 developing	
partnerships	between	a	variety	of	entities	can	
change	the	world	for	others	for	the	better.

Computers to Fiji
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W elcome back to Waiapu

television it was initially a bit of a shock and some attitudes 
still surprise me.’ 

Jenny is well known for her Interfaith work, convening the 
Auckland Interfaith Council and being one of the founding 
co-chairs of the Wellington Abrahamic Council. She has been 
a member of the Council of Christians and Jews since her time 
at St John’s. 

‘While I was studying for my first degree I became fascinated 
with the Jewish roots of Christianity and how that subsequently 
played out. I was lucky enough to be awarded a generous 
post graduate, post ordination, St John scholarship and was 
able to spend some time in Israel working at Yad Vashem, the 
Holocaust Memorial museum in Jerusalem  and then visiting 
the death and concentration camps in Germany and Poland.’ 

Later Jenny completed a Masters degree in Jewish Christian 
relations with the Woolfe Institute in Cambridge. 

‘Interfaith work is a way of life, and it requires a whole of 
life commitment’ she explains. ‘At its base it has the idea 
that people of faith have a lot in common, but the exclusive 
nature of Christianity, those ideas that we accepted at 
Sunday school, and are repeated in many, many, hymns and 
Bible readings; in the interfaith setting, require continual 
examination.’ 

‘For example,’ she explained. ‘I sit on the executive of the 
Australian Council of Christians and Jews and we’ve been 
talking about a project to identify and exclude all those 
hymns which contain anti Semitic lines or verses. Lord of 
the Dance was mentioned in particular. But when I came 
to look at what we were singing in the church in which I 
serve, I realised that it was a huge, challenging project that 
would need a particular obsessiveness.’  

So as the new vicar of Taupō, will Jenny be setting up an 
Interfaith council in Taupō? ‘It’s on the ‘to do’ list,’ Jenny says, 
‘but not before Christmas’.

For newly installed Vicar of Taupō, Jenny Chalmers, this is 
more of a return to her roots than a transfer to unknown 
pastures. Jenny was born in Rotorua and spent her 

formative years in Horoera, on the road between Te Araroa 
and the East Cape lighthouse. 

‘My parents taught at the Horoera School’ she said. ‘At that 
time there was no power supply and so we had a generator, a 
kerosene fridge (and iron) and cooking was on a wood range. 
Access to Horoera and the East Cape was by fording the river 
at low tide. At that time we had a brand new car, but Dad, who 
was really a townie at heart, and had, at best, an ambivalent 
relationship with horses, often went by horse to Te Araroa to 
get the groceries. Mum, who grew up on a farm, found Dad’s 
regular tussles with the horse, very amusing.

With these kinds of obstacles, regular church going wasn’t 
an option. ‘When I was four, a kaikarakia (layreader) from St 
Stephens came by on horseback and baptised my brother 
and sister and I. This caused some consternation when it 
came to my ordination, because I couldn’t produce a baptism 
certificate. However Archbishop Brian Davis seemed satisfied 
with the story and my being made a deacon went ahead.’ 

Like many people, Jenny’s ordination to stipended ministry 
came as a second career. ‘I was a journalist working in television 
current affairs, in fact on a major documentary about the 
Catholic Church in New Zealand, when I was diagnosed as 
having a serious melanoma’, Jenny says, ‘and I realised there 
were some things I wanted to achieve before I died’. It took 
her another six years to getting around to applying to be 
considered for training for ordination, ‘but when I did, against 
all odds’, she says’ I was accepted.’

At that time, the Wellington Diocese had not sent any women 
to St John’s for training, so Elizabeth Body and Jenny were the 
first for that Diocese to attend St Johns. ‘In all the parishes I 
have served in, except Rotorua, I have always been the first 
woman priest. Coming from an egalitarian industry like 

Jenny Chalmers tells a little of her story to Adrienne Bruce.
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Journeys with LT4Youth

Te Riaki Williams & Emma Handley reflect on their LT4Youth experience and the 
last two years and their involvement in the Young Enterprise Scheme

Te Riaki writes:

This	year	LT4Youth	has	strengthened	my	relationship	with	the	wider	Waiapu	family.	The	
Winter	Camp	at	the	Guthrie	Smith	Educational	centre	was	a	great	experience	for	myself	
and	others	who	attended,	from	the	long	walk	around	the	Arboretum	to	the	‘flying	kiwi’	

to	the	mirror-like	lakes.	Tutira	is	the	beautifully	made	ice	cream	and	the	educational	centre	is	
the	cherry	on	the	top.	

Synod	was	the	next	big	event	being	held	in	my	region	of	the	Bay	of	Plenty	where	it	was	my	
turn	to	be	our	Youth	representative.	

Undertaking	 the	 LT4Youth	 Programme	 has	 grown	my	 confidence	 in	myself	 and	 in	 others.	
At	the	start	of	LT4Youth	 I	 remember	saying	to	Jocelyn	“I’ll	never	get	up	and	do	readings	 in	
church”.		Now	as	I	near	the	end	of	the	second	year,	I	realise	how	much	it	has	helped	me	grow	in	
confidence	and	as	a	person.	I	now,	and	for	the	past	12	months	have	been	one	of	the	liturgist’s	
at	church	and	am	doing	more	than	just	a	couple	of	readings.

Fiji	is	such	a	beautiful	place,	Emma	Handley	and	I	are	lucky	to	have	the	chance	to	go	to	the	
Tikanga	Toru	Youth	Exchange	(TYE)	where	we	will	be	staying	St	Christopher’s	Orphanage	in	
Suva.	TYE	is	about	strengthening	the	bonds	between	the	youth	of	our	three	Tikanga	dioceses	
–	Polynesia,	Aotearoa	and	New	Zealand.	

This	 year	 I	was	 also	 involved	with	 the	‘Young	 Enterprise	 Scheme’	 and	 represented	Ōpōtiki	
College	 with	 8	 others	 including	 Emma	 who	 is	 also	 doing	 LT4Youth.	 The	 Lion	 Foundation	
Young	Enterprise	Scheme	 (YES)	 is	 an	experiential	program	where	 students	 set	up	and	 run	
a	 real	business.	 Each	YES	company	creates	 their	own	product	or	 service	and	brings	 this	 to	
market.

Our	company,	led	by	me	as	managing	director	was	a	tutorial-based	programme	to	teach	year	
7	and	8	students	to	code	with	HTML	and	CSS	which	are	the	most	widely	used	website	coding	
languages	in	the	world.

We	happened	to	go	to	a	lecture	by	Sir	Ray	Avery,	a	man	with	a	dream	to	change	the	world	and	
we	thought,	our	whole	team	could	change	the	world	for	kids	in	our	town	of	Ōpōtiki.	Coding	
is	accessible	to	everybody,	so	whatever	background	they	may	have,	this	simple	skill	can	make	
a	difference.	

Our	tutorial	consisted	of	a	1-hour	lesson	supported	by	at	least	2	members	of	our	team,	a	free	
set	of	old	fashioned	flashcards	for	the	school	and	access	to	the	new	style	learning	digital	app	
created	by	myself.	We	wanted	to	make	a	profit	but	really	we	wanted	to	make	sure	all	kids	had	
access	to	our	tutorial	and	that	the	cost	was	not	a	barrier.	Equity	in	access	to	the	information	
was	our	whole	starting	point.	

Our	communications	director	applied	to	the	Tindall	Foundation	and	fortunately	our	business	
met	 their	 three	 criteria;	 IT,	 youth	 and	 low	 socioeconomic	 areas	 so	 they	 provided	 financial	
assistance	for	10	tutorials	(1	tutorial	cost	$100).	We	have	been	able	to	use	that	money	to	offer	
free	tutorials	to	schools.	

We	are	proud	to	say	that	we	exceeded	our	target,	150	students	have	used	HTML	code	and	
made	at	 least	two	web	pages	as	a	result	of	our	business.	We	are	still	excited	about	 it,	and	I	
am	basing	my	Gateway	course	next	year	on	running	Quick	Coders	in	2017.	All	over	NZ	there	
a	regional	competitions.	We	won	our	Eastern	Bay	of	Plenty	region	and	so	the	next	step	is	the	
nationals	in	Wellington	where	16	winning	teams	will	compete	for	the	title	‘The	Lion	Foundation	
Young	Enterprise	Company	of	the	Year’.

Emma writes

I	joined	LT4Youth	last	year,	and	have	enjoyed	my	journey	of	making	new	friends	and	learning	
the	history	and	ins	and	outs	of	the	Anglican	Church.	I	have	always	wanted	explore	my	faith	
and	the	programme	has	helped	me	a	lot,	especially	in	understanding	the	five	marks	of	mission;	
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Social	 Justice,	 Faith	 Formation,	Telling	 our	 Story,	 Caring	 for	
Creation	and	Serving	Others.	

The	camps	we	went	on	have	each	supported	these	themes	
and	 took	me	 to	places	 I	would	never	have	gone	 to	 if	 I	had	
not	joined.	The	Great	Waiapu	Road	Trip	took	me	around	the	
East	Coast	as	 I	 learned	 the	history	of	 the	 surroundings	and	
our	Diocese.	

I	 learnt	too	about	the	beginnings	of	the	Anglican	Church	in	
the	Bay	of	Islands	on	our	Oihi	Pilgrimage.	On	that	road	trip	we	
helped	out	at	Friendship	House	in	Manukau.	We	also	worked	
at	the	Drop-in	at	St	Luke’s	in	Rotorua.	

During	this	 last	years	 I	was	baptised	and	then	confirmed	at	
Hiona	 St	 Stephen’s	 in	 Ōpōtiki	 along	 with	 Teriaki	 and	Tessa	
(Guest).	It	was	a	special	time	as	we	came	to	almost	the	end	our	
LT4Youth	journey	together.	I	am	very	fortunate	to	finish	this	
year	by	going	 to	Fiji	 for	 the	Tikanga	Youth	Exchange	which	
will	 be	 my	 first	 event	 outside	 of	 the	 Waiapu	 community.	
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	has	helped	me	on	this	journey.

Congratulations	 Te	 Riaki	 and	 Emma	 on	 your	
wonderful	 achievement	 with	 your	 Young	
Enterprise	 project.	 	 Special	 thanks	 to	 Sally	
Kibblewhite.	Sally	has	been,	and	continues	to	be	
a	wonderful	mentor	to	our	LT4Youth	members	in	
Ōpōtiki.		

This	 year	 Te	 Riaki,	 Emma	 and	 Tessa	 Guest	
(Otumoetai)	will	all	be	receiving	their	‘Bishop	of	
Waiapu	Awards’	after	completing	their	2nd	year	of	
LT4Youth.	

If	you	know	of	young	people	who	would	like	to	
be	 involved	 in	 LT4Youth	please	 contact	 Jocelyn	
Czerwonka:	dymf@waiapu.com		

are	refugees	from	wars,	unrest	or	natural	disasters.		

Advent	is	such	a	wonderful	opportunity	to	share	the	true	
story	of	Christmas	with	our	parishes	and	communities	and	
we	are	blessed	to	have	such	a	wealth	of	resources	available	
to	help	us	do	so.	 	 I	am	looking	forward	to	hearing	about	
some	of	the	creative	ideas	put	into	practice	around	Waiapu	
this	Advent	as	we	reflect	on	the	most	precious	gift	given	to	
us	in	Jesus	Christ,	and	to	be	shared	to	all.		

Micah	 Speeden	 (as	 pictured	 below	 and	 whose	 mother	
Sandie	 is	our	SafeHere	person	 for	 the	Diocese	and	also	a	
Growing	 through	Grief	 co-ordinator	 in	Hawke's	 Bay)	was	
one	of	many	young	and	old	 folk	 from	each	region	of	 the	
Diocese	who	enjoyed	the	Nativity	Workshops.

Jocelyn Czerwonka describes the workshops throughout the Diocese run by StraNdZ Enabler Diana Langdon 
in preparation for Christmas.

Nativity Workshops

‘Christmas	 on	 the	 Move’	 was	 the	 theme	 for	 the	 Nativity	
Workshops	led	by	Diana	Langdon,	StraNdZ	National	Anglican	
Children’s	 and	 Family	 Enabler.	 	 The	 workshops	 certainly	
lived	 up	 to	 their	 name	 as	 Diana	 joined	 me	 on	 a	 road	 trip	
around	Waiapu	where	she	delivered	engaging	and	thought-
provoking	ideas	for	those	who	gathered	for	workshops	in	all	
three	regions.		Many	attending	commented	that	life	had	been	
so	busy	there	hadn’t	been	time	to	think	Christmas	planning,	so	
the	workshops	came	as	a	welcome	gift	full	of	inspiring	ideas.	
We	all	felt	our	Christmas	planning	was	off	to	a	great	start.	

Among	 the	 many	 ideas	 was	 Christmas on the Move, a	 free	
printable	resource	with	Bible	characters	and	a	nativity	set	to	
make.		This	can	be	used	as	a	family	activity	at	home	or	with	
your	congregation,	similar	to	the	Mexican	tradition	of	Posada.	
The	idea	is	to	‘join’	Mary	and	Joseph	during	Advent	on	their	
144	km	trek	from	Nazareth	to	Bethlehem.		Designed	by	Diana	
and	available	on	 the	StraNdZ	website:	http://www.strandz.
org.nz/christmas-on-the-move.html		

Other	 ideas	 included	 setting	 up	 interactive	 ‘Christmas	
Prayer	 Spaces’,	 creative	 ideas	 with	 Advent	 Wreaths	 and	
Candy	Cane	prayers.		We	all	had	the	chance	to	take	part	in	
some	fresh	new	Christmas	Pageants,	the	impromptu	sort	
that	don’t	take	a	lot	of	preparation	–	such	fun!		

We	 were	 all	 taken	 by	 the	 video	 clip	 produced	 by	
the	 UK	 Bible	 Society	 called	 “The	Well	 Good	 News	 of	
Christmas”	 available	 on	 line	 (see	 StraNdZ	 website	 or	
YouTube,	 plus	 those	 produced	 by	 St	 Paul’s	 Anglican	
Church	in	Auckland.		https://www.youtube.com/user/
stpaulsartsandmedia

On	 the	 more	 serious	 side,	 Christmas on the Move 
reminds	 us	 of	 those	 who	 really	 are	 approaching	
Christmas	while	on	the	move,	especially	those	who	
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Two of the paramedics based at the Diocesan Office
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It	 is	 always	 exciting	when	networks	 lead	 to	 partnerships.	
In	 the	 Church	 this	 is	more	 often	 than	 not	with	 overseas	
missions	or	local	social	service	agencies.

St	John	Ambulance	has	Key	Performance	 Indicators	 (KPI)	 to	
reach	 patients	 within	 eight	minutes	 of	 being	 notified.	 It	 is	
simply	not	possible	to	get	from	the	Napier	ambulance	station	
to	many	 parts	 of	 Napier	 city	 in	 this	 optimum	 time,	 so	 the	
Order	of	St	John	and	Waiapu	Anglican	Diocese	have	formed	
in	partnership	to	enable	a	Deployment	Station	to	be	opened	
at	the	Anglican	Centre	in	Bower	Street.

‘The	 main	 reason	 behind	 this	 is	 doing	 better	 for	 the	
community’	 says	 Brendon	 Hutchinson,	 St	 John	 Territory	
Manager	for	the	Heretaunga	area.	‘By	being	based	here	at	the	
Anglican	Centre	we	have	automatic	access	to	areas	to	meet	
our	eight	minute	KPI.	It	also	provides	a	better	presence	and	
we	are	more	visible	in	the	community.’

This	 partnership	 is	 on	 a	 six	 month	 trial,	 but	 already	 it	 is	
showing	 how	 community	 groups	 and	 the	 Church	 can	 use	
networks	and	resources	to	form	partnerships	for	community	
well-being.

‘Now	 the	 hot-spots	 of	Napier	Hill,	Maraenui,	 and	 inner-city	
Napier	 can	 be	 accessed	 far	 more	 easily.	 	 This	 provides	 us	
an	opportunity	to	respond	to	and	care	for	our	patients	 in	a	
timelier	manner’	says	Brendon.

So	next	time	you	visit	the	Anglican	Centre,	do	not	be	surprised	
or	concerned	to	see	an	ambulance	parked	up.

A Deployment Station for Napier
By David van Oeveren

Pilgrimage to Matamata
by	Whakatāne	 Board	Mills,	 where	 Ngakuku,	 came	 in	 1839	
with	John	Wilson	after	establishing	the	Ōpōtiki	CMS	mission	
station.	 We	 went	 on	 to	 visit	 the	 grave	 site	 near	Waharoa	
which	commemorates	Tarore’s	death.	

This	took	place	early	on	the	morning	of	October	19th	1836	at	
the	Matamata	 side	of	 the	Kaimai	Ranges	when	evacuating	
the	Matamata	CMS	mission	station.	Ngakuku,	did	not	wish	
to	avenge	the	death	of	his	daughter	by	Te	Arawa	raiders.	The	
consequence	was	that	the	war	between	his	tribe	Ngati	Haua	
and	Rotorua’s	Te	Arawa	had	no	reason	to	continue.

When	 visiting	 All	 Saint’s	 Matamata	 to	 see	 the	 stained	
glass	window	 commemorating	Tarore,	 one	 of	 our	 band	 of	
travellers	was	deeply	moved	that	a	12	year-old	could	have	
such	a	lasting	effect	on	the	story	and	spread	of	Christianity	
in	New	Zealand.	It	was	good	to	have	a	young	girl	of	a	similar	
age	 to	 Tarore	 in	 our	 group	 as	 a	 reminder.	 All	 Saints’	 also	
has	a	window	dedicated	to	Wiremu	Tamihana	Tarapipipi	Te	
Waharoa,	known	as	the	‘Kingmaker’.	We	visited	the	site	of	his	
Peria	Christian	community	which	grew	food	for	Auckland	in	
the	1850’s	and	60’s	and	stopped	at	the	site	of	his	flour	mill	
and	school.

Managing	 to	 avoid	 passing	 showers,	 our	 trip	 ended	 with	
a	visit	 to	 the	 site	of	Tarore’s	death	at	Wairere	Falls.	We	also	
visited	the	site	of	the	Catholic	Mission	Station	by	the	side	of	
the	Old	Te	Aroha	Road.	where	there	is	an	excellent	markers	
to	 indicate	 where	 Bishop	 Pompalier	 established	 a	mission	
in	1843	having	crossed	 the	Kaimais	with	Father	Séon	 from	
their	base	at	Te	Puna,	north	of	Tauranga.	Both	were	French,	
and	Father	Séon,	like	all	the	early	Catholic	missionaries,	was	a	
member	of	the	Society	of	Mary	(Marist).

One	of	 the	benefits	of	going	on	a	pilgrimage	 is	getting	 to	
know	 your	 fellow	 travellers	 as	 you	 share	 meals	 and	 ask	
questions.	We	came	away	with	deepened	relationships	and	a	
better	understanding	of	the	fascinating	history	of	Christianity	
in	Aotearoa	–	New	Zealand.

A	group	of	fourteen	pilgrims	travelled	from	Whakatāne	
to	Waharoa	recently	to	commemorate	the	anniversary	
of	 the	 death	 of	 Tarore,	 the	 daughter	 of	 Ngakuku.	

Known	as	the	‘Missionary	to	Mataatua’,	Ngakuku	is	significant	
to	the	Eastern	Bay	of	Plenty	Anglicans	as	he	paved	the	way	for	
the	early	Church	Missionary	Society	missionaries	 in	the	 late	
1830s	and	early	1840s.	

Ngakuku	 had	 earlier	 travelled	 in	 January	 1838	 to	 the	 East	
Coast	 with	William	Williams	 and	 his	 party,	 where	 he	 spent	
several	 months	 as	 catechist	 (teacher)	 at	 Ūawa	 (Tolaga	
Bay)	 at	 the	 invitation	 of	 the	 high	 chief	Te	 Kani-a-Takirau.At	
his	 baptism,	 Ngakuku	 had	 taken	 the	 name	Wiremu	 Maihi	
(William	 Marsh,	 William	 after	 the	 Williams	 brothers,	 and	
Marsh	 in	honour	of	the	son	of	his	mentor	at	Matamata,	the	
missionary	A.N.Brown).	

Our	pilgrimage	began	at	St.	Andrew’s	Maori	Mission	Church	

Robert Bruère tells of his parish’s pilgrimage to Waharoa.
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A Century ago in 
Waiapu Gazette
 
Stephen Donald

Eric Dudley Rice (1876-1938) was the vicar of St Augustine’s 
Napier at the time he contributed this sermon for publication. 
Ordained deacon in 1904 and priest in 1906, he initially served 
in Christchurch diocese as a curate to William Sedgewick (later 
Bishop of Waiapu, at that stage vicar of St Luke’s in central city 
Christchurch), before taking up a posting on the West Coast as 
vicar of Ross. After a stint in England, he came to Waiapu as vicar 
of Tauranga (1913-1916). At St Augustine’s from April 1916 to 
October 1925, Rice served a short period as a military chaplain 
in 1917 until the end of World War I. He was made a canon 
of the Cathedral in 1924, and became vicar of Waipukurau in 
November the following year, a post he held until shortly before 
his death in 1938. He had been selected for the famous All Blacks 
in 1905, but declined due to his impending ordination. He was 
also an accomplished tennis player.1

Meeting Jesus: A Sermon by the Rev. E. D. Rice, M.A.

Advent is warning us that the Son of God, our Saviour, 
is coming. Yes, the King of Kings is coming, and we 
disloyal and ungrateful subjects must prepare to meet 

Him. We must put on the “wedding garment” of repentance 
and forgiveness, otherwise we banish ourselves from our loving 
Saviour’s presence. 

Let the “five foolish virgins” be our warning, for He is coming 
when we least expect Him. “A thief in the night” does not send 
a note the previous day giving the time of his arrival. Don’t wait 
for or worry about the “signs of the times.” We shall all meet 
Him in Judgment in a few years, when we shall be “with Him 
in Paradise.” “For tho’ from out our bourne of time and place 
the flood may bear me far, I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crost the bar.” The Presence of our Saviour with the 
marks of His Sacrifice for us on that Resurrection Body must 
condemn the awful conditions of indifference, of impenitence, 
of ingratitude. “Prepare to meet thy God.” Advent also says that 
“Christmas is Coming,” and that brings joy to all. We, think of 

Christmas with its good wishes and handshakes, its feastings 
and ‘re-unions, its holidays and gifts’. 

But is that all? It is all to the unbeliever, the indifferent, and 
those who can’t see any sense in Church seasons. But imagine 
a birthday party given for all the guests, and the one, whose 
birthday it is, shut out !!! And yet there are many Christians 
who treat their Saviour so on His Birthday. They don’t know 
the difference between a holy day and a holiday. How senseless 
are all the Christmas festivities without Christ !!! What a day of 
thanksgiving it should be to all who have in any degree realised 
the infinite love of the- Incarnation. 

It is 1916 years ago that the greatest event in the history of the 
world took place — so great that we count our time from it, ‘that 
the Almighty God of the Universe should, in His infinite love’ 
for fallen man, have been born into this little planet of ours, is a 
fact that is too great for many to believe. That the helpless Baby 
in the manger at Bethlehem was the Son of God is absurd to the 
unbeliever. 

But it was not so to the humble holy-minded shepherds, who 
came to worship Him, and show their appreciation of His infinite 
love. On Christmas Day are we going to follow the example of 
the shepherds, or of the Bethlehem holiday-makers? It depends 
on whether we want to meet Jesus. He has provided that we 
can meet Him just as really as the shepherds did on that first 
Christmas morning. He did not favour one generation more 
than another, but He provided an extension of His Incarnation 
in the Blessed Sacrament of His Love. 

There we can meet Him just as the shepherds did, if we only 
have their faith and their humility and their devotion. That God 
should come to us through the outward means of bread and 
wine is too great a test for the faith of many; they cannot take 
Jesus at His word. “I am come that they might have life.” “Except 
ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye have 
no life in you.” 

Do we want life? Or shall we make His Incarnation useless by 
refusing to do our part? The first duty of a Christian on Christmas 
Day is to meet and receive Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of His 
Body and Blood: he thereby proclaims his intelligent belief 
in the Incarnation, and its purpose of our union with Christ, 
“Prepare to meet thy God.” 

Don’t let us waste Advent; it is not a fast, but its closing day, 
Christmas Eve, is. Don’t let festivities interfere with our 
preparation as the great night of expectation draws on. The 
greatest offering of thanksgiving that we can make on Christmas 
Day is the best prepared Communion possible. Christ sees- and 
accepts the cost of our preparation, and in return gives us the 
best of Christmas presents — Himself.2

(Endnotes)

1 Blain Biographical Dictionary of Anglican Church in the South Pacific, pp. 1150-1151; Obituary , WCG 1 

Nov 1938, p. 8

2 WCG 1 Dec 1916, p.5 https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/periodicals 
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Guest Columnist 
 Julie Guest

Julie Guest, Curate and Assistant priest at Otumoetai is our Guest writer as we 
approach the Christmas season
One	of	my	favourite	Advent	calendars	is	entitled,	“Do Nothing. Christmas is Coming: An Advent 
Calendar with a Difference.”	The	author,	Stephen	Cottrell1	makes	the	point	that	in	the	church	
calendar,	 Advent	 is	 a	 time	 of	 preparation,	 of	waiting,	 of	 deepening	 stillness.	 However	 our	
western	 culture	 has	 overlaid	 the	 season	with	 rush	 and	 pressure	 and	 greed.	The	 reflection	
Cottrell	offers	for	the	first	day	of	December	invites	the	reader	to	“Make	a	wish	list.”	That	sounds	
pretty	typical	doesn’t	it?	

In	my	own	family	we	have	taken	advantage	of	technology	and	for	the	last	few	Christmases	
have	used	the	online	tool	“Elfster”	to	secretly	allocate	members	of	the	family	to	each	other.	
We	set	a	spending	limit	that	is	not	to	be	exceeded	and	invite	everyone	to	indicate	goodies	
they	would	like	up	to	that	value.	Whilst	I	agree	with	the	idea	in	that	it	eliminates	ghastly	piles	
of	 unwanted	 presents	 and	means	 everyone	 only	 receives	 and	 buys	 one	 present,	 which	 is	
wonderful	for	both	the	pocket	and	the	soul,	I	still	struggle	to	make	a	wish	list	for	myself.	What	
do I	want…that	can	be	purchased,	wrapped	up	and	received?	

Stephen	Cottrell’s	wish	 list	 is	entirely	different:	 refreshing	and	freeing.	He	 invites	readers	to	
make	a	list	of	things	to	believe	in,	things	to	hope	for.	Embarking	on	the	Advent	journey	with	
such	a	wish	 list	can	re-shape	the	way	we	 live	through	Advent.	We	can	approach	Christmas	
from	a	perspective	of	“less	is	more,”	which	helps	provides	a	buffer	against	the	occasional	greed	
“speed	wobble”	that	might	arise	in	the	face	of	aggressive	Christmas	advertising.		

The	invitation	is	not	merely	to	move	the	focus	from	one	of	busyness	and	pressure	to	one	of	
exercising	the	necessary	discipline	to	have	less	or	go	without.	Instead	a	wish	list	of	things	to	
hope	for	immediately	points	to	gratitude	and	counting	blessings.	It	hints	of	something	bigger,	
opens	up	an	internal	spaciousness	that	pushes	the	pause	button.	Taking	time,	even	a	moment,	
to	do	whatever	is	it	that	gives	you	space	to	reconnect	with	your	own	sense	of	joy	and	peace	
becomes	an	antidote	to	pressure.	

When	rushing	under	a	weight	of	pressure	is	embedded	in	your	workday	or	even	your	way	of	
life,	you	might	not	notice	that	you	are	accelerating	during	December.	As	a	test,	how	would	
you	feel	if	someone	suggested	taking	even	half	a	day	to	do……	nothing?	If	your	immediate	
reaction	is	to	feel	exasperated	that	the	same	old	“slow	down”	twaddle	is	being	pushed	again,	
then	examining	the	“why”	of	that	response	might	be	a	start.	

Why	are	you	indispensible?	Why	do	you	feel	that	the	demands	have	piled	up	so	much?	

These	are	important	questions	because	a	joyless,	exhausted	Christmas	is	not	what	Jesus	came	
for,	not	what	God	is	inviting	us	into.	And	although	we	might	believe	we	are	carrying	the	load	
well,	those	around	us	will	not	be	fooled	by	half	smiles	and	breathless	reassurances.	

As	we	learned	during	the	Waiapu	Diocesan	Clergy	Conference,	simple	changes	can	make	a	
big	difference.	Catch	some	blue	 light2,	 stand	up	more,	breathe	 from	your	belly,	plan	a	bed	
time	and	leave	all	screens	off	for	90	minutes	before	you	hit	the	pillow	(I	know	this	might	feel	
impossible),	drive	with	a	chopstick	in	your	smile,	and	take	time	to	smell	the	Christmas	lilies.	All	
of	these	were	genuine	top	tips	for	helping	the	body	slow	down	and	stay	strong.		

If	trying	to	have	an	eco-friendly	Christmas	feels	like	just	another	task	on	the	already	impossible	
list,	 “Do Nothing”	 is	 a	 very	 attractive	 proposition.	 The	 most	 eco-friendly	 way	 to	 approach	
Christmas	this	year	may	involve	looking	after	your	own	energy	levels	first.	

Reduce	the	size	of	some	chores	or	decide	not	to	do	some	tasks	at	all.	Send	Christmas	cards	
only	 to	 those	 you	 can	 genuinely	write	“must	 get	 together	 this	 year.”	 Choose	 charity	 cards	
for	those	you	do	send.		Re-use	wrapping	paper,	or	use	recycled	fabric	(sheets	are	especially	
good).	 Become	democratic	 and	 share	 the	 chores.	You	may	make	 the	best	Christmas	 cakes	
but	someone	else’s	will	be	good	enough,	unless	baking	the	cake	is	a	moment	of	joy	for	you,	
in	which	case	put	on	 the	carols	and	spend	a	wonderful	afternoon	baking.	There	are	many	
ideas	for	reducing	waste	and	embracing	eco	consciousness	at	Christmas.	Helpful	websites	for	
further	 ideas	 include:	 http://www.buynothingchristmas.org/	 ,	 http://storyofstuff.org/	www.
greengrants.org	https://felt.co.nz/		.

I	believe	the	most	important	thing	we	can	do	to	promote	an	eco	friendly	Christmas	is	to	model	
a	slow	Advent:	to	embrace	the	idea	of	quieting	our	spirit	and	waiting	on	God.	KISS	(Keep	It	
Simple	Sweetheart)	is	still	the	best	recipe.	

May	you	find	the	space	in	your	spirit	to	leap	into	Christmas	knowing	that	Jesus	invites	us	to:

“Come	unto	me,	all	you	who	are	weary	and	heavy-laden,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.	Take	my	yoke	
upon	you,	and	learn	from	me,	for	I	am	gentle	and	humble	in	heart;	and	you	shall	find	rest	for	
your	souls.	For	my	yoke	is	easy	and	my	load	is	light”	(Matthew	11:28-30).	

1. Cottrell	Stephen,	“Do	Nothing…	Christmas	 is	Coming:	 	An	Advent	Calendar	with	a	Difference.”	 	Church	House	
Publishing.	2008.

2.		 Blue	light	is	dawn-light,	before	the	sun	is	high	enough	in	the	sky	to	be	yellow.

How Green Will Your Christmas Be?
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Book Review

Silence and Honey Cakes: The wisdom of the desert  
by Rowan Williams

Medio	Media.	2003.	Oxford

Reviewed	by	Deborah	Broome

In	this	book	Archbishop	Rowan	Williams	looks	to	the	monastic	literature	
of	 the	 desert,	 to	 the	 writings	 of	 and	 stories	 about	 the	 fourth	 and	
fifth	 century	monks	and	nuns,	 for	wisdom	which	can	guide	both	 the	
Church	and	people	within	it	today.	One	thing	he	finds	in	the	words	of	
the	desert	 fathers	and	mothers	 is	‘the	 impossibility	of	 thinking	about	
contemplation	 or	meditation	 or	‘spiritual	 life’	 in	 abstraction	 from	 the	

actual	business	of	living	in	the	Body	of	Christ,	living	in	concrete	community.’		

So	he	 faces	up	 to	 some	of	 the	 issues	about	how	we	are	 to	 live	 in	 relationship	with	others	
(‘Life,	Death	and	Neighbours’):	connecting	with	each	other	and	with	ourselves,	being	honest,	
and	being	willing	to	abandon	anything	like	‘competitive	virtue’.	What	a	wonderful	phrase!)	The	
Church,	he	says,	‘is	a	community	that	exists	because	something	has	happened	which	makes	
the	entire	process	of	self-justification	irrelevant’.	(p33)		

Archbishop	Rowan	uses	a	story,	 from	which	came	the	title	both	of	the	book	and	a	chapter	
within	it,	to	talk	about	paying	attention	to	the	real	differences	in	people’s	callings	and	giftings	
(‘Silence	and	Honey	Cakes’).		We	are	persons,	not	individuals	–	and	that	leads	into	a	discussion	
on	making	choices	and	the	human	will,	and	the	richness	which	comes	with	differences	of	tone	
in	our	response	to	God.		What	does	it	mean	to	flee?	(‘Fleeing’)	and	what	does	it	mean	to	be	
committed	to	one	place	and	one	work?	(‘Staying’),	he	asks,	and	interweaves	the	insights	from	
the	desert	monks	and	nuns	with	others	of	later	thinkers.		

The	 Church,	 he	 says,	 is	 so	 much	 involved	 in	 blessing	 lifelong	 commitments	 (marriage,	
ordination,	monastic	life)	not	to	say	that	everyone	has	to	be	involved	in	these,	but	‘to	remind	
all	baptised	believers	that,	because	of	their	baptism,	they	are	bound	to	the	patient,	long-term	
discovery	of	what	grace	will	do	with	 them’.	 (p59)	 	That	 is	 something	we	can	all	 remember,	
wherever	we	are	in	life	and	in	ministry.

This	 book	grew	out	 of	 the	 John	Main	 Seminar	 for	 2001,	 run	by	The	World	Community	 for	
Christian	Meditation,	which	was	 led	by	Archbishop	Rowan.	 	The	 individual	 chapters	 aren’t	
direct	 transcripts	of	 the	 seminar	addresses,	but	have	been	expanded	and	some	 references	
added.		Printed	as	an	appendix	is	the	question	and	answer	session	from	the	seminar,	where	
Archbishop	Rowan	replies	with	insight	and	candour	to	participants’	questions	on	discerning	
the	will	of	God,	where	the	Church	is	going,	the	link	between	sacred	and	profane,	and	others	
besides,	including	‘what	were	you	leaving	when	you	became	a	bishop?’.		It’s	a	good	read	–	both	
for	what	it	says	about	what	it	is	really	like	(and	what	it	could	be	like)	to	live	in	the	community	
of	the	church,	and	as	an	introduction	to	Rowan	Williams’	writings	for	those	who	have	not	yet	
encountered	him.		

Our Waiapu library has two copies of the book. Contact Rev’d Deborah Broome educator@waiapu.
com	021	509-107

The Reverend Steve Hayes, former vicar of Taradale, and Taradale parishioner and 
former diocesan secretary Neil Eagles, discover Kiwi connections in Steve’s English 
parish.

As	part	of	his	ministry	as	Rector	of	the	Ray	Valley	Benefice,	Steve	Hayes	has	oversight	
of	the	parish	church	at	Oddington	in	Oxfordshire.	In	the	church	grounds	is	the	grave	
of	Margaret	Staples-Browne	who	was	born	in	1873	at	Matata	to	a	Māori	mother,	Pia	

Ngarotu	Te	Rihi	and	an	English	father,	storekeeper	William	Thom.	As	Margaret	Thom,	she	was	
raised	 in	 Rotorua	 and	 became	 a	 famous	 guide	 at	Whakarewarewa,	 adopting	 the	 name	 of	
Guide	Maggie	Papakura.	She	was	said	to	be	‘quite	a	beauty	and	very	popular’.

Margaret	toured	England	with	a	concert	party	in	1911,	shortly	before	the	start	of	World	War	1	
and	later	married	a	wealthy	Englishman	she	met	there,	Richard	Staples-Browne.	They	settled	
at	Oddington	Grange	near	Oxford.	During	 the	war	 she	opened	her	home	 to	New	Zealand	
soldiers,	while	they	were	on	leave	or	recovering	from	wounds.	At	her	own	expense,	she	erected	
a	carved	memorial	in	St	Andrew’s	Church,	Oddington,	in	memory	of	those Māori	soldiers	who	
lost	their	lives	in	the	conflict.

Steve	was	thrilled	to	be	able	to	practice	his	limited	Māori	language	skills	for	the	congregation	
of	St	Andrew’s,	when	they	held	a	service	to	commemorate	the	day	of	her	birth,	20	October.

As	part	of	his	responsibilities	as	Rector	of	the	Church	of	St	Nicholas	at	Islip,	Steve	is	required	
to	deliver	a	sermon	at	Westminster	Abbey	each	year.	This	is	in	memory	of	the	Abbey’s	builder,	
none	other	than	Edward	the	Confessor,	one	of	the	last	Saxon	kings	of	England,	born	in	Islip	
in	1003.	

Renewing Kiwi Links
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From the Ministry Educator
 
Deborah Broome

There’s	 a	 lovely	moment	near	 the	beginning	of	 the	first	of	 Peter	 Jackson’s	 Lord	of	 the	
Rings	movies,	The Fellowship of the Ring,	where	Bilbo	says	to	Gandalf	“I	feel	thin…	sort	
of	stretched,	 like	butter	scraped	over	 too	much	bread.	 	 I	need	a	holiday.	 	A	very	 long	

holiday.”	 	That’s	a	good	description	of	how	many	of	us	feel	when	we’ve	been	going	for	too	
long	without	a	break.		

God	understands	this	too:	the	command	to	rest	is	right	up	there	along	with	not	making	idols	
of	things,	not	stealing,	and	not	coveting	anything	that	belongs	to	our	neighbours.	Yet	resting	
doesn’t	seem	to	come	easily.	I	think	it	is	fascinating	that	God	actually	had	to	give	the	ancient	
Hebrews	not	one	but	two	separate	reasons	for	this	command:	one	that	was	theological	and	
a	rationale	that	was	more	sociological.	They	were	to	remember	and	keep	holy	the	Sabbath,	
resting	on	the	seventh	day	because	that’s	what	God	did.	“For	six	days	you	shall	 labour	and	
do	all	your	work.	But	the	seventh	day	is	a	Sabbath	to	the	Lord	your	God;	you	shall	not	do	any	
work—you,	your	son	or	your	daughter,	your	male	or	female	slave,	your	livestock,	or	the	alien	
resident	in	your	towns.”	(Exodus	20:8-10)		

Then	just	in	case	no-one	got	the	message,	the	next	time	the	Decalogue	is	given	there	is	again	
a	reason	–	but	a	different	reason	–	for	the	commandment	around	Sabbath	rest:	“Remember	
that	you	were	a	slave	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	and	the	Lord	your	God	brought	you	out	from	there	
with	a	mighty	hand	and	an	outstretched	arm;	therefore	the	Lord	your	God	commanded	you	
to	keep	the	Sabbath	day.”	(Deut	5:15)	You	were	once	slaves	and	God	freed	you	from	that:	don’t	
slip	back	into	slavery,	and	don’t	do	it	to	anyone	else.

This	is	another	of	those	times	when	I	suspect	we’re	not	too	different	from	the	ancient	Hebrews.	
We	find	it	hard	to	rest	–	to	stop	work	and	relax	–	especially	when	there	are	still	tasks	waiting	to	
be	done	(and,	let’s	face	it,	there	are	always	things	still	there	on	the	to-do	list).	The	good	thing	
about	the	practice	of	Sabbath-keeping	 is	that	 it	gets	us	used	to	the	 idea	of	stopping	work	
even	when	there	are	still	things	to	be	done:	we	don’t	fall	into	the	trap	of	thinking	‘I’ll	just	finish	
this,	and	that,	and	the	other	thing,	and	then	I’ll	take	a	break’	–	we	pause	anyway.	And	then,	
after	a	day’s	rest	(or	two	days	for	those	people	who	have	weekends)	we	are	better	able	to	take	
up	our	tasks	again	with	more	energy,	less	feeling	like	butter	scraped	over	too	much	bread.

Another	thing	about	Sabbath-keeping	is	that	 it	reminds	us	of	the	need	for	 longer	breaks	–	
holidays	like	the	one	Bilbo	was	longing	for,	and	retreats.	Possibly	not	entirely	a	coincidence	
then	 that	 I	 am	writing	 this	 after	both	a	Clergy	Conference	 in	which	one	of	 the	presenters	
reminded	us	about	the	place	of	self-care	(like	breathing	well,	exercise,	and	good	sleep	patterns)	
in	the	development	of	resilience,	and	returning	from	a	retreat	spent	at	Tyburn	Monastery	near	
Rotorua.		

A	retreat	gives	me	a	chance	to	catch	up	with	myself,	and	to	catch	up	with	God:	I	was	not	sure	
which	order	to	put	those	things	in!	This	is	necessary	to	remind	myself	of	what	is	important	
to	me	and	to	this	God-life	that	I	am	living.	And	it	keeps	at	bay	the	temptation	to	slip	into	the	

‘slavery’	of	 constant	busyness.	You	know	what	 I	mean:	whenever	we	catch	up	with	 friends	
or	colleagues	we	have	that	 interaction	which	goes	“How’s	 it	going?”	 	“I’m	really	busy	at	the	
moment…”	as	if	being	constantly	busy	is	some	sort	of	badge	of	honour.	

Let’s	not	do	this	to	ourselves,	or	to	each	other.	It’s	not	just	the	ancient	Hebrews	that	need	that	
reminder	that	we	are	no	longer	enslaved,	but	free	people:	able	to	rest,	relax,	retreat.	

Diploma in Christian Studies
An update from our Ministry Educator – Deborah Broome.

Theological	 education	 in	 Aotearoa	 New	 Zealand	 will	 see	 some	 changes	 next	 year.	
The	Diploma	of	Anglican	Studies,	 taught	 regionally	 in	Waiapu	 for	 the	 last	 three	years,	
is	morphing	into	the	New	Zealand	Diploma	in	Christian	Studies.	The	new	qualification	
comes	from	an	NZQA	reorganisation	of	theological	education,	and	will	be	taught	by	a	
number	of	theological	colleges.		The	programme	offered	through	St	John’s	College	has	
been	shaped	by	 the	needs	of	 the	Anglican	Church,	and	been	designed	by	clergy	and	
lay	people	at	St	John’s	and	throughout	the	regions.	 	Deborah	Broome	was	part	of	 the	
curriculum	design	team.	

Up	to	four	Waiapu	students	are	expected	to	graduate	with	a	Diploma	in	Anglican	Studies	
after	this	year.	Those	from	Waiapu	and	Waikato-Taranaki	who	began	in	2016	will	continue	
working	towards	the	Diploma	in	Christian	Studies,	and	will	be	joined	by	new	students	
from	next	year.		

In	2017	the	main	papers	will	be	Biblical	Studies	ones	–	the	Bible	Story:	New	Testament	
in	Semester	1	and	the	Bible	Story:	Old	Testament	in	the	second	semester.	These	will	be	
accompanied	by	papers	on	Listening	and	Conversation	in	Pastoral	Ministry,	and	Being	
Anglican	in	Aotearoa	New	Zealand	and	Polynesia.	

The	Diploma	in	Christian	Studies	programme	is	open	to	clergy	and	lay	people.		This	is	a	
great	way	to	get	a	theological	education	without	having	to	move	away	from	home,	job	
and	ministry.	At	 the	final	Anglican	Studies	weekend	 for	2016	students	described	their	
experiences	as	life-changing,	talking	about	how	much	they	had	learned	and	how	they	
had	grown	through	studying	as	part	of	a	community.	

Next	 year	 it	will	 be	 taught	 as	 three	 residential	weekends	 per	 semester,	with	 tutorials	
offered	in	Hawke's	Bay	and,	depending	on	the	demand,	in	other	regions.	How	much	does	
it	cost?	The	teaching	is	free,	being	covered	by	St	John’s	College.	The	Diocese	subsidises	the	
accommodation	and	meals	for	the	weekends:	students	asked	to	pay	$250	per	semester	
as	a	contribution.	Most	students	study	for	credit,	and	come	out	with	an	NZQA-registered	
Level	5	Diploma	at	the	end,	but	there	is	also	the	option	to	‘audit’	the	course.	That	is	when	
you	are	part	of	all	the	teaching	weekends	but	do	not	do	the	assignments.

Anyone	interested	in	being	part	of	the	Diploma	in	Christian	Studies	programme	in	2017	
should	contact	the	Ministry	Educator,	the	Rev’d	Deborah	Broome	educator@waiapu.com	
021	509-107	.		The	closing	date	for	enrolment	is	1	February	2017.
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Gillian Southey of Christian World Service introduces this year’s Christmas Appeal.

In the morning, young children are eager to get to school in the small community of Coterelle 
in the south east of Haiti.  Their mothers have washed and ironed the orange shirt that is their 
uniform.  They eat a little corn porridge or vegetable and are off out the door, eager to meet 

friends and learn.  Before the school day begins, the air is filled with the happy sound of their 
voices.

The parents are justifiably proud of the school.  With the help of Christian World Service partner, 
Institut Culturel Karl Lévêque (ICKL), they have made huge progress.  A few years ago meeting 
with the isolated rural community tucked in steep hills in the south of the country, ICKL facilitated 
discussions on what they needed.  It was an easy decision in a country where literacy is limited - a 
decent school for their children.

As peasant farmers, they were finding it harder to make a living and pay for schooling – no 
support from government, frequent natural disasters and depleting natural resources.  With an 
education, they hoped their children could have more options.  ICKL’s international partners 
including CWS, contributed funds after the magnitude 7 earthquake in 2010 to build and equip 
a new four classroom school and a grain mill to subsidise school costs.  Without that help they 
could not afford the materials they needed.

Now the school is the centre of the community.  Parents meet regularly to discuss its 
affairs and worry when there is not enough money to pay teachers or buy a few items of 
stationery.  

Give Us Hope This Christmas

When Hurricane Matthew hit the country in early October, the parents were confident their 
new school would stand up to the intense winds.  Many homes were damaged, livestock lost and 
banana trees toppled, leaving the small community with limited food supplies.  They have told 
ICKL what they need and donations to CWS’s Haiti Appeal will help this resilient hamlet survive.

Like all CWS’s local partner groups, ICKL is attuned to their needs.  A small Haitian non-
governmental organisation they know how to make sure outside aid is what they need and does 
no harm.  A number of international organisations are wary of helping Haiti after much aid 
disappeared after the 2010 earthquake.  In a country where much does not work ICKL is the only 
organisation helping them repair what is broken.  It is hope that is as real as it is practical.

In this year’s Christmas Appeal, the spotlight is on skilled local partners who everyday turn 
poverty and injustice into hope.  Working together we can make a world we all can live in.

Your gifts at Christmas will give ICKL the means to help very isolated communities recover from 
the hurricane and deliver schooling to their children.  It is a means for them to escape poverty – 
perhaps forever.

Please support the 2016 Christmas Appeal, Give Us Hope.  For stories, resources or to make a 
Christmas donation:  http://christmasappeal.org.nz/

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it.” John 1:5
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Do	you	ever	ask		yourself,	when	in	a	dilemma,	‘What	would	Jesus	do’	(WWJD)? '

There	will	be	at	least	170	people	doing	just	that	on	the	weekend	of	24th	to	26th	March	
as	the	WWJD	question	is	asked	of	Top	Parish	participants. Gather	some	team	members	

together	and	join	the	fun. 

Any	young	people	between	the	ages	of	10-20	can	form	a	team	and	must	be	accompanied	by	
a	leader. For	more	information	contact: 	Jocelyn	Czerwonka	dymf@waiapu.com	or	Sandi	Hall	
sandi@waiapu.com	.

Top	Parish	is	to	be	held	at	Keswick	Christian	Camp,	Rotorua.

Top Parish Fundraising – Quiz Nights

Support	our	Top	Parish	Quiz	Nights.		This	is	an	opportunity	to	gather	a	team	together	and	
enjoy	an	evening	of	fun	at	a	Quiz	Night	near	you. 	Your	support	will	be	appreciated	as	we	
work	hard	to	fundraise	on	behalf	of	those	those	attending	Top	Parish	to	help	keep	prices	at	a	
minimum.		Quiz	Nights	will	be	held	on	Saturday	4th	March	at:	the	following	venues:

•	 All	Saint’s	Taradale
•	 Gisborne	-	St	Mark’s	Hall,	776	Childers	Road
•	 St	Luke’s	Rotorua
•	 St	George’s,	Gate	Pa,	Tauranga

We	would	appreciate	the	hosting	of	more	Quiz	nights	taking	place	in	other	parts	of	the	
diocese	so	if	you	are	in	interested	please	contact	Jocelyn	on	dymf@waiapu.com.

Top Parish 2017


