
How do we react when we are given a gift? In the case of the Diocese being offered the brand new Legacy 
Gardens funeral complex as a focus for new ministry in Papamoa East, there was great excitement. That 
excitement is shown on the faces of the approximately 140 people who gathered in mid-March to see the 

Reverend Julie Guest installed as the Missioner in Papamoa. 

This installation was almost certainly a first for the Diocese in that Julie begins with literally no congregation. So 
we gathered up folk from the surrounding parishes to pray this new ministry into being. And the response was 
heartening as parishes have committed to provide prayer and other partnership support for this new mission. This 
is not traditional church, and may never look like Sunday morning in most parishes. Julie has licence to ‘loiter with 
intent’ in the supermarkets, cafés, schools and streets listening to one of the fastest growing communities in New 
Zealand to ascertain where the Anglican church might be part of connecting spirituality in their lives.

We are grateful to Legacy whose only requirement is that our ‘office person’ be their receptionist as well. We are also 
grateful to St John’s College Trust Board for a grant for the next three years for this new and innovative ministry. So 
watch out in future editions of Waiapu News and we will share what is happening – no pressure Julie!

Also in this issue
•	Remembering Archbishop Brown Turei

•	Capturing the light - stained glass in Waiapu

•	Spirit of Adventure for Tessa

•	 Inner-city churches celebrate 30 year covenant

•	New bishop for Tairawhiti

Exciting new beginnings in 
Papamoa East

Newly ordained, Bishop Don Tamihere, 

Bishop of Tairawhiti
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Greetings to you all as you prepare for the celebration 
of Easter.

Over the course of this past month all of our 
parishes will have held their Annual General Meetings. I was 
visiting St John’s Church in Dannevirke on Sunday 19 March 
and was present for the Parish of Southern Hawke’s Bay AGM 
following the morning service. This was one full of hope and 
positive focus on the mission that God is calling that parish to 
in their wider community. I was very pleased to hear such a 
positive atmosphere in this parish and so recently after their 
constitution following the review of the Ruahine Mission in 
2014/2015. 

When I first encountered the members of the parish late in 
2014 there was a high degree of concern for the functionality 
and sustainability of the Ruahine Mission. In fact each parish 
throughout the Ruahine Mission expressed a very similar level 
of concern and uncertainty about their future. The result of 
the review was to form two new parishes, Central Hawke’s 
Bay and Southern Hawke’s Bay, and to retain Woodville as a 
Local Shared Ministry parish. Now that these new parishes 
can report on a full year of activity I am very pleased with 
the positive focus that each parish is offering to their 
communities and the sense of hope that they are expressing 
about the future.

As a church we will be faced with similar situations across 
the diocese in the coming years as we review the models of 
ministry that currently shape us and consider what changes 
we need to put in place for the next decade or more. This 
can’t be a case of finding one new model to suit every part 
of the diocese.  That just wouldn’t work. Instead, when 
it becomes apparent that we need to review a model of 
ministry we need to be patient in seeking God as we discern 
what we are being called to be and do in a particular place. 

This can naturally be unsettling for us all but our hope is not 
in our own strength but in God who has called us each to be 
the church in the world. 

In March I had the joy of being present at two occasions that 
mark a new style of ministry for Papamoa East in the Bay of 
Plenty. The first occasion was the opening of Legacy Gardens 
in Papamoa East, a new facility built by Legacy Funerals. The 
second, a week later, was the installation of the Rev’d Julie 
Guest as Missioner in Papamoa East. 

Legacy Funerals was owned by Greg Brownless, who had 
assisted with the identification of the deceased in Banda Aceh, 
Indonesia, following the tsunami of 2004. On returning to 
Tauranga, Greg decided that he wanted to make a difference 
to his local community. The Legacy Trust was formed, which 
owns Legacy Funerals and distributes the profits from the 

company to charitable organisations throughout the local 
area. In the past ten years the trust has made contributions 
totaling $2.5 million dollars. 

New directions in ministry sometimes spring up in very 
unexpected places, like a spring in the desert, and sometimes 
new directions require us to step back from what we are doing 
and scan the horizon for new opportunities. Last year we 
were approached by one of the directors of Legacy Funerals 
with an offer to have the use of their new facility in Papamoa 
East as a base for Anglican mission to the growing area. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for us as a church to serve 
God in Papamoa East in a new way and carry the gospel in 
this growing community. It is something that we could not 
have dreamed of beginning without the commitment and 
partnership of Legacy Trust. Julie will be missioner in the 
area and explore new shapes of ministry with the use of the 
wonderful new facility, working in with the funerals that 
Legacy will host and also other community events that will 
take place in the new building. 

As we journey together as disciples, followers of Jesus, in 
Waiapu we must have the courage to discern from God the 
springs of life, and also in moments of uncertainty for the 
future, have the strength to step back and allow God to 
direct us from what has been into what will be.

May God bless you with the rich beauty of faith, hope and 
love this Eastertide.
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We Remember Archbishop Brown Turei
Bishop Andrew remembers.

The accompanying photo to this tribute was taken of 
me with Archbishop Brown Turei as we processed out 
of the Cathedral on the day of my consecration as 

Bishop of Waiapu. I cannot recall what it was that had sparked 
our sense of humour in that moment but I do recall it as a 
moment of warmth and fun.

We remember Archbishop Brown and mourn his death earlier 
in January this year. The tangi and funeral service for Brown, 
held at Kauae Tangohia Marae at Cape Runaway on the East 
Coast, was a fine tribute and a blessing for all who were able 
to participate. 

Until Archbishop Brown until phoned me on the evening of 
the Waiapu Electoral College to confirm for me that he had 
received notice from Bishop Victoria that I had been chosen 
as Bishop-elect of Waiapu, I did not know him well. I recall 
that the All Blacks were playing a test match that evening, not 
that I can recall against whom or whether they won, but I do 
recall that Brown had interrupted his viewing of the match to 
call me. There is no doubt that he would have done that with 
good grace, but I recall sharing a laugh with him about that 
months later when I realised what a fan of the All Blacks he 
was, and how disappointed I was for him that he would have 
ended up spending the whole evening phoning not just me 
but all the Bishops to confirm the news. I hope that perhaps 
he was able to make all those calls with one eye on the match 
as well.

I remember sitting alongside Archbishop Brown in the 
Cathedral nearing the end of my consecration service and 
feeling tremendously humbled to share a space in the world 
and in our church with a bishop, who because of his own 
humility, would not easily let on just how much wisdom 
and insight he held about life and in particular life in the 
church. It was only when we travelled as a family with Brown 
around the East Coast in January 2015 that I began to see and 
understand the high regard and honour that was afforded to 

him. Yet what shone through to us as a family during that trip 
was Brown’s warmth of personality and sense of fun, which 
was infectious, as anyone who has spent time with him could 
testify. 

We left on a journey with the Archbishop but quickly 
understood that we were the travelling companions of a 
new friend who was taking us home. We visited Whangara, 
Tolaga Bay, Tokomaru Bay, Whareponga, Ruatoria, across the 
Waiapu and into Rangitukia, Tikitiki, Te Araroa and Hicks Bay. 
In each place we visited there were stories to listen to and 
relationships to be started all encased with the warmth of 
friendship as fellow disciples of Jesus.

The one place we didn’t visit together is the place where 
Brown now rests in peace, his home, Whangaparaoa Bay at 
Cape Runaway. When we heard the news that Brown had died 
in January this year we made plans immediately as a family to 
make the journey to Kauae Tangohia Marae with Brown, Mihi 
and their whanau. We met Archbishop Philip and Belinda in 
Ōpōtiki and travelled around to the marae just in time to be 
welcomed with whanau and so began several days of tangi 
leading to the funeral and burial. Over the course of those 
days the many powhiri, meals and services all reflected 
Brown’s warmth, sense of humour, patience and wisdom 
and bound all of us together under the umbrella of God’s 
love. In a way we concluded the journey that Brown had 
started us on, to reach his home, but we missed him 
terribly and along with so many others we still do. 

May he rest in peace, and rise in glory, and may light 
perpetual shine upon him.



Photo:  Clergy of the four churches: The Reverend Sally Carter (St Paul’s) Presbyterian, The Reverend Tony Franklin-Ross (Trinity Methodist),  
Fr Peter Head (St Patrick’s), and the Reverend David van Oeveren (St John’s Cathedral).
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Napier Inner-City Churches Celebrate

On Sunday 29 January 2017, the four inner-city 
churches of Napier; St Paul’s Presbyterian Church,  
St Patrick’s Catholic Church (part of the Catholic 

Parish of Napier), Trinity Methodist Church, and the 
Waiapu Cathedral of St John the Evangelist celebrated the  
30th anniversary of an ecumenical covenant at a service at 
Trinity Methodist Church in Clive Square.
Mayor Bill Dalton made an address to the service, thanking 
the churches for their role which at times helps remind the 
Council of its task to address particular needs and issues facing 
Napier’s communities. Councillor Paul Bailey represented 
the Hawkes Bay Regional Council and Stuart Nash MP also 
attended. These four churches prepare an annual Civic 
Service to pray for the Napier City Council, the Hawkes Bay 
Regional Council, the local Member of Parliament; as well as 
the various communities of the city of Napier. 
Thirty years ago, in a newspaper article recording the original 
signing of the covenant, Monsignor Tim Hannigan of St 
Patrick’s was quoted: “Basic human nature and bigotry over 
a long history have separated us. The covenant is a more 
Christian way. The witness of the Christian Church will be 

Waiapu issues Statement re Dean

stronger because we are working together.”
The Reverend Tony Franklin-Ross, current minister of 
Trinity Methodist, said, “Ecumenical covenants represent 
an important sign of Christian unity, but not as an interim 
step towards integration. It is, rather, invoking a serious 
commitment to a living process, a willingness to be faithful, 
to change and to be open and honest with each other. It is to 
have a focus on the mission and purposes of God.” 
Further, he said, “Over the 30 years, the Covenant between 
our four churches has become part of the living fabric of 
our churches and faith communities. It has become part of 
the DNA of these congregations. This is what comes from 30 
years of being in a relationship with each other, sharing our 
parish lives when possible, and representing this in worship 
together; but importantly exploring what we together can 
do witness to God’s vision of justice and peace in our diverse 
communities of Napier.”

Bishop of Waiapu, The Rt Rev Andrew Hedge has 
apologised for discrepancies in his 2016 investigation 
of the Dean of Waiapu, the Rev Dr Michael Godfrey. 

Bishop Andrew Hedge has acknowledged a tribunal 
finding that determined four ‘substantive and 
procedural shortcomings’ in his investigation that 
had led to Dr Godfrey’s removal from office as Dean 
of Waiapu in May this year.

Bishop Andrew has expressed regret to Dr Godfrey 
and his family for the distress the investigation has 
caused them, and for any damage it may have done 
to Dr Godfrey’s reputation. The Bishop has also 
acknowledged the stress caused to the Cathedral 
congregation and the wider church through the 
process. 

After Dr Godfrey appealed the Bishop’s decision 
earlier this year, the matter was referred to an Appeal 
Tribunal of the Church. 

The Tribunal found two errors of law where it 
determined Bishop Andrew had acted on wrong 
principle in his interpretation of the canons. 

As a result, the Tribunal moved to set aside 
the bishop’s original determination, and its 
accompanying outcomes of ‘deprivation and 
admonishment’, and directed that Dr Godfrey be 
restored to office and ministry. 

Dr Godfrey, however, has now resigned as Dean, 
citing a wish to pursue other options. Bishop 
Andrew has indicated his support and blessing to Dr 
Godfrey as he moves forward. Bishop Andrew and 
Dr Godfrey will not be making any public comment 
on the matter.  

A farewell service for Dr Godfrey was held at the 
Waiapu Cathedral on Sunday 15 January 2017.  
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Reflections from Stephen Donald.

Despite heavy rain and worse than usual East Coast 
travel conditions, on Saturday 11th March all roads 
within Te Tairāwhiti led to Porourangi Marae, 

Waimatatini. Located in the Waiapu Valley and close to ‘The 
Bungalow’, the historic homestead of revered Māori leader, 
the late Sir Apirana Ngata, over 600 clergy and lay people 
from as far away as California gathered for the episcopal 
ordination of the Right Reverend Donald Steven Tamihere, as 
the new Pihopa o Te Tairārawhiti. 

After a rousing Ngāti Porou powhiri in the shadow of historic 
Porourangi wharenui, the episcopal ordination took place 
– a time of formal liturgy, joyous hymns and songs, and the 
laying on of hands by the bishops present from all over the 
Anglican Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, in 
episcopal ordination. This was followed by many heart-felt 
presentations, and concluded with Bishop Don celebrating 
the Eucharist, and of course, a sumptuous hakari in the dining 
hall.

In the words of Bishop Don: “I want to thank everyone who 
made the effort to come out to Porourangi to help celebrate 
my ordination as bishop. I wasn’t able to catch up with you 
all but I want you to know just how truly grateful I am that 
you made the effort to travel so far and brave the elements 
to share the day with me and our people. I was adamant 
from the beginning that the day was not be about me, some 
of which is inescapable, but that it be a celebration of our 
Church, our whakapapa, our beautiful whakapono and our 
people - us as a whanau. Everyone who turned up made that 
a reality for me. Thank you.” Read more at https://tairawhiti.
org/news/2017/3/17/he-mihi-aroha 

Among the presentations were convocation robes gifted by 
the Diocese of Waiapu. “I am grateful,” says Bishop Don, “for 
the connection that we share with the Diocese of Waiapu and 
to receive those gifts in the Waiapu valley where the gospel 
was first preached in this region was even more special.” A big 
thank you is given to all those parishes and individuals who 
gave so generously to make this gift possible. 

The Revere
nds Stephe
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robes 
Bishop Don with Bishop Andrew 

Bishop Don with the representatives from Te Aute Boys' College 

Waiapu among many celebrating with Pihopa Don Tamihere
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oy Miller, in his family signwriting business in Dunedin, began making 
stained glass windows after World War 2 – a career that would span 
three decades and result in about 300 windows in over 100 churches 

scattered across New Zealand. He became the foremost stained glass artist 
in the country during that period and used three main artists to design his 
windows. 

In comparison with other fields of art, very little is known about the designers 
and artists who created stained glass windows. The donors who pay for a 
window are acknowledged, but records of the artists themselves are often not 
recorded. Roy’s nephew Brian Miller decided to record the work of his uncle 
and in the process was faced with tracking down and uncovering the lives of 
several fascinating artistic designers.

During the 1950s Roy’s windows were designed by Fred Ellis, an Englishman 
who spent most of his life teaching art at the Wellington School of Art. The 
only Ellis designed window in Hawkes Bay is the ‘War Memorial window’ in 
the Napier Boy’s High School library. Kenneth Bunton who lived in England 
produced most of Roy’s window designs during the 1960s. The striking 
window of ‘St Monica with flowers’ in St Luke’s, Havelock North typifies Bunton’s 
colourful designwork and St Peter’s Church in Wallingford has two colourful 
sets of windows designed by Bunton.

In 1969 Beverley Shore Bennett, a Wellington portrait painter who had trained 
under Fred Ellis, and also in London, was asked to design the ‘Holm Shipping 
Window’ for the Wellington Cathedral of St Paul. Beverley chose Roy Miller 
to execute this window and thus began many years of collaborative work 
between Beverley and Roy, resulting in over 130 distinctive church windows 
spread all over New Zealand. Beverley was a trained artist but did not have 
a stained glass background, with the result that she brought fresh, modern 
semi-abstract patterns to her window designs.  Her flowing lines are instantly 
recognisable.

Several windows designed by Beverley Shore Bennett can be found in  
St Mary’s Church Waipukurau, Eskdale Memorial Church, Ormond Chapel,  
St Michaels’ Puketapu, Woodford House, St Luke’s Havelock North and of course 
Napier Cathedral, which is mostly filled with windows designed by Beverley 
Shore Bennett.

Roy Miller, who was New Zealand’s leading stained glass artist for over three 
decades, died in 1981 and Paul Hutchins then ran the studio and executed 
almost 100 windows designed by Beverley, including most of the windows 
in the Napier Cathedral. Following the 1987 stock market collapse churches 
cancelled their orders over night and Miller Studios closed their studio in 
1988.  The stained glass industry collapsed world-wide at this time and has 
never recovered. Very few churches today order new windows and, with 
dwindling numbers of parishioners, they find it increasingly hard to even 
cover the cost of restoration. Stained glass windows do not last forever, 
they need to be taken to pieces and re-leaded around every 100 years - 
often sooner in New Zealand’s harsh climate

The key to making stained glass windows is using hand-blown glass which 
has irregular colours and streaks, causing light to diffract and sparkle. 
However this glass is no longer produced in England; France and Germany 
are the main suppliers of hand-blown glass today.

Brian Miller, Roy Miller’s nephew, spent several years researching the 
windows executed by Roy and also the lives of the artists involved. His 
book, Capturing Light – Roy Miller – New Zealand Stained Glass Artist, was 
published in October 2016 by Lifelogs Ltd.

Everyone can enjoy the beauty of stained glass but it is not easy ‘capturing 
the light’ with a camera.   For several years Brian, who has an extensive 
background in photography, enjoyed travelling across the country 
photographing the Miller windows and meeting people connected with 
the works. 

The book contains hundreds of colourful photos of windows and it 
is available from bookshops or direct from the publisher via www.
capturinglight.co.nz .

Some of the story behind stained glass windows found in Waiapu told 
by Brian Miller, author of Capturing Light – Roy Miller- New Zealand 
stained glass artist.

'St John the Evangelist', Designed by Beverley Shore Bennett, executed by Roy 
Miller. c.1977. St  Luke's Anglican Church, Havelock North.
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John Hebenton describes some of his favourite cycling haunts. 

Tauranga city is not renowned as a cycling paradise. But 
over the last couple of years Bonnie (my better half ) 
and I have been looking for rides that are not too long; 

away from traffic as much as possible, and with good views. 
And there are a surprising number and a growing number 
being developed.

One of our favourites is the ride down Matapihi and over 
the Matapihi railway bridge. From our house near Bayfair 
Shopping Centre it is an easy seven kilometre ride down the 
peninsular on shared footpath/cycleway and over the bridge 
into downtown Tauranga. Just a pity that whoever designed 
the new footpath/cycleway along the bridge clearly had no 
intention of ever using it. 

Without much effort they could have made it a little wider 
and easier for everyone using it, including those who 
fish off it. But if you are not in a hurry it is a nice way to 
get across to the city. The railway bridge has wonderful 
views up the upper harbour towards Welcome Bay and 
Waimapu. You can either return via the railway bridge, or 
ride along the water front and return on over the Harbour 
Bridge. This has lovely wide shared footpath/cycleway that is 
well used.

Another of our favourites is to ride across the harbour bridge 
and then turn left through Sulphur Point and out along the 
water front towards Matua. From here you have two options.

The first is to keep to Matakana Island side of the harbour 
and to cycle along the water front through Kulim Park and 
along Beach Road and then through the Beach Road Reserve 
to Ferguson Park. Again, very picturesque. It is terrific. And 
the route takes you past two historic sites: where the first 
Roman Catholic Mission was established and the bottom of 
Otumoetai Pa.

The alternative is to go across Chapel Street and to go around 
the Waikareao Estuary. This is an amazing nine kilometre 
loop track that takes you around the inner harbour. This is 
a mixture of boardwalks and gravel or sealed footpaths. It is 
very popular with cyclists and walkers and offers lovely views 
of the inner harbour and environs. They are the best. Believe 
me. There are lots of entry and exit points to places of interest, 
including Huria Marae.

At the top of the estuary in Judea, you can cross Waihi Road 
and cycle through the industrial area and find the track that 
goes under the expressway into the Kopurererua reserve. 
This has a couple of tracks that follow the Kopurererua River 
up towards the Lakes. The tracks are not as well formed as 
the Estuary walkway or along the water front, but it offers 
a different view of the city. Information boards talk of the 
importance of this river and area for local Māori for food. 

There are a number of points you can gain 
access to this area from 16th Ave through to Wylie 
Street.

The Lakes subdivision offers a picturesque ride around the 
lake in its midst. It is not a very long ride but we have enjoyed 
riding this and then exploring the surrounding areas.

A new route is along the new Tauranga Eastern Link road. 
From Parton Road ride across the bridge that goes over 
the expressway and at Bell Road, turn right and cycle five 
kilometres to the Kaituna River. The walk/cycleway goes up 
from Bell Road and takes you over the Kaituna River and along 
the expressway for about six kilometres until the turnoff to 
Maketu. To extend this ride you can ride out to Maketu or 
carry along the road to Paengaroa.

There are some other routes we have not tried yet. And there 
are a number of routes being planned to take you out from 
Tauranga towards Katikati.

All of these routes are shared and it is a good idea to have a 
bell on you bike so you can alert walkers to your presence. 
Lycra is optional, but the padding is always welcome with 
cycling shorts. It is good to see town planners realising that 
there is a growing number of cyclists and offering routes for 
us to ride on.

John Hebenton r
eady for yet ano

ther 

cycling adventure

Matapihi Bridge

8



I have taught, preached and told stories from the Bible but 
I had never been to the Holy Land. As part of my study 
leave in September I participated in a study course at 

St George’s College, Jerusalem – ‘The Palestine of Jesus’. I 
wanted to experience the places and the landscape that 
Jesus lived and ministered in (I guess you would call this the 
theology of the land) as well as get a better understanding of 
the interaction and tensions that exist between the different 
cultures and faiths in this part of the world.

The 12-day course was based in Jerusalem, just up from the 
Old City, with time also spent in Nazareth and the Galilee 
region. This was great being both a student and a pilgrim 
though it was very uncomfortable at times. I am not sure 
that I had quite appreciated the Israeli/Palestinian divide 
until we started moving through Jerusalem, then into the 
West Bank to Bethlehem, then Jericho and the Jordan River, 
all the while stopping at checkpoints and making detours 
because of various ‘incidents’. I wrote in my travel blog 
(thevicariousjourney.blogspot.co.nz):

“Jerusalem in particular has unsettled me …it is a place of 
walls, ancient and modern, that either keep people in or lock 
them out. Not far from here we visited a town called Nablus, 
in the West Bank, where we joined with a congregation for 
Eucharist. We could come and go with few restrictions and 
yet this is a town that is surrounded by 7 checkpoints and 
the Palestinians need a permit to leave. So at any time the 
checkpoints can be closed and 600,000 people confined to 
this town/city. Throughout Israel and Palestine we always 
carried our passports with us just in case we were stopped, 
thankfully this never happened.

On the way back to Jerusalem we drove past several 
Palestinian Refugee camps/tenements. I was imagining a 
tent city but actually they were like very rundown apartment 
blocks. Some of these places hold 15,000 refugees in very 
cramped conditions. There have been people here since 
1947. A very sobering experience.”

The Palestine of  Jesus
Helen Wilderspin, Vicar of Hastings, shares some of her study leave experiences in the Middle East.

I did note though that Israel/Palestine “does feel like a holy 
place where the Muslim call to prayer rings out alongside 
the bells of the churches and (in Jerusalem) there is singing 
to announce the Shabbat (time of Sabbath) for the Jews 
on Friday at dusk. Religion and prayer is very present and a 
source of both tension and joy”. 

The ‘physical’ nature of my travels was very important too 
and I appreciated the opportunity to experience the land of 
Jesus: the dry, hot, barren desert; cooling my feet in the River 
Jordan; driving through the hilly regions on the way to the 
Galilee and Nazareth; admiring the ancient terraces of olive 
trees; walking through the 2,000 year old archaeological 
remains of Sepphoris, Chorazim and Bethsaida; sitting beside 
lake Galilee; looking across Jerusalem from the Temple steps; 
listening to the scriptures in Caesarea Philippi; and at dawn on 
the final day walking through the empty streets of Jerusalem 
in the way of the cross. 

Helen presides at the Eucharist at the Little Sisters of Nazareth 
convent 

Jerusalem
tortured wood 
nestled in the corner 
of two ancient lanes, 
Via Dolorosa, 
the way of pain and 
sorrow, 
no gawkers 
in this dawn light, 
only hushed voices  
and echoing 
footsteps 
stepping lightly 
in this hallowed place.
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Tessa Guest graduated from our Diocesan LT4Youth 
programme at the end of 2016.  She has since 
stepped out in faith ‘into very some deep waters’ and 

experienced God’s creation and faithfulness along the way.   

When your reality rapidly changes from enjoying the blissful 
Bay of Plenty sunshine, to gripping tightly to the swaying 
mast of the Spirit of New Zealand, there is a fairly large 
chance you’ll learn something; it could be about yourself, 
the world you live in, the other 39 people crammed on the 
boat, or all of the above. 

In my case, I was overwhelmed with information in all three 
categories. I learned that I am more afraid of heights than 
I seem to let on, I learned that the name ‘Nacho’ (short for 
Ignacio) is common if you’re from Argentina, and that boys 
bunk rooms are a danger zone, and that it’s not so bad to be 
the backbone of the team rather than leading the front of 
the pack, and I learned, with many of my senses, a whole lot 
about the beauty of God’s creation.

To give you a rundown of how it all went, each day started 
with a 6:30 swim around the boat, followed by a hearty 
breakfast, before we got stuck into cleaning and a good few 
hours of sailing. We worked at each of the four sail stations in 

small groups, also learning about navigation, cooking on the 
boat, and taking the dreaded night watch shift. Initially, we 
were guided closely through the many workings of the ship, 
but with each day, we were given less guidance and were 
encouraged to figure things out ourselves. 

On the tenth day in fact, we ran the entire ship ourselves, 
allocating a captain, navigators, cooks, engineers and so 
on; much was learnt about leadership and cooperation on 
this day!  Although every day on the boat was jam-packed, 
there was always plenty of time for sing-a-longs (without the 
campfire), rope swinging off the boat, and inevitably, lots of 
competitive team bonding games. 

Along the way, we welcomed the constant breeze, a slight 
relief from the constantly blazing sun, as well as admiring 
the ever-changing texture and colour of the ocean, and an 
abundance of stunning scenery when we were close to 
land. This included Great Barrier Island, Poor Knights’ Islands, 
Moturoa Island, and countless other hidden spots between 
Auckland and the Bay of Islands. We were also lucky enough 
to explore a few little islands in the latter area, paddling back 
and forth on rafts while the leaders laughed at us from their 
motorboat. Here, we played beach games, had few relaxed 
moments on the sand, went on some short tramps and 

picked up litter washed up on the shore (and learned about 
how it got there, which brought about some shocked faces). 

But here is my favourite part! One clear morning, just after 
we had finished drying ourselves off from the 6:30 swim, 
someone shouted ‘DOLPHINS!’, and before you could blink, 
we were struggling back into our soaked togs, and jumping 
back in the sea. It was truly a magical experience. There were 
about ten and they were very close; not close enough to 
touch, of course, but enough to be both blown away, and 
slightly terrified, by their sheer size. The very best part for me 
though, was the movie-like moment when two leaped out of 
the water and crossed over, right in front of my eyes.

So far, I’m sure I’ve sold my trip to you very well; but there 
were certainly downsides. 

An obvious and expected struggle was seasickness, which is 
now something that I try to avoid thinking about at all costs. 
Unpleasant memories to say the least. One was the lack of 
books and music. Ten days is a ridiculously short amount of 
time to complain about missing these things, but the more 
we all talked about it, the more we missed it. Also, being an 
introvert, I struggled with never having a break from people, 
from eating each meal in a tiny, swaying cabin, to sleeping 
in a hammock, with one person above me and one below. 
Needless to say, I thoroughly enjoyed a peaceful night’s sleep 
on the first night back! 

And one unexpected struggle hit me personally, which 
was being away from any kind of Christian people or 
communities. I’ve been blessed to have been surrounded by 
church communities since I can remember, and I suppose this 
was the first time I was in a situation with a big bunch of new 
people, without any relation whatsoever to Christianity. Of 
course, this wasn’t really a downfall, but a personal challenge 
that I’m now very grateful for. The idea of evangelism has 
been bouncing around my mind since I was an early teenager, 
but I never understood it first-hand until now. As much as 
I missed church and the people surrounding it, I received 
a new excitement and energy for this, as a chance to refuel 
and worship God in a team, before carrying out his word in 
endless ways. 

If I was to summarise my Spirit of Adventure experience in 
one word, it would be; absolutely fantastic-magnificent-
rol lercoaster- l i fe -changing-eye -opening-fun.Easy.-
rollercoaster-life-changing-eye-opening-fun. Easy.

Spirit of Adventure Caps Tessa’s Year
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By Tuesday 3rd February 1931 Kate was just two months 
short of her 90th birthday.  As was her habit she set out 
to attend the 10.30 Holy Communion in the brick St 

John’s Cathedral. Half way through the service 
in the Williams Chapel the shock came.  Dean 
Brocklehurst received a lasting injury when 
the stone reredos fell and Mrs Ethel Barry was 
pinned inextricably beneath a beam.  Kate 
Williams was removed with a broken arm, a 
huge shock to an elderly woman and she died 
the next day in a house at Awatoto, one of 
258 earthquake victims.

Kate was the seventh child of William and 
Jane Williams, born in 1841 at the Turanga 
C.M.S mission station near present-day 
Gisborne. Older brother Leonard, later third 
bishop of Waiapu, wrote to an older sister 
about the newborn, “her head is covered with 
dark hair and she has got very large arms and 
fingers and blue eyes and her name is to be 
Lydia Catherine.”  Jane describes her youngest 
as “a very merry and good humoured child.”

Early the previous year, Kate’s parents and 
family had journeyed from the Bay of Islands 
to Turanga to begin a whole new area of 
work. William would frequently be away from 
home on long journeys, Jane was extremely 
busy setting up a new household, conducting 
classes for Maori children, tending to the sick 
and at the same time caring for a large family.

The family lived for the first five years of Kate’s life in a simple 
thatch roofed house built for them by the local people.  It was 
in a low lying, often muddy situation with wooden boards 
covering only part of the floor.  William’s first attempt to build 
them a more substantial dwelling on a better site burnt down 
the day it was completed.  In 1854 the family moved north, 
across the Waipaoa River, to the new station at Waerenga-
a-Hika where there was more land to support the station’s 

schools for boys and for girls.  In 1859 William was made 
bishop of the new Diocese of Waiapu, with the station as his 
base.    

For Kate, from the age of 19 this became a busy and fulfilling 
period. When her older sister Maria become very ill Kate’s turn 
came to share in the teaching, which she continued to do as 
one of the unmarried daughters until 1865. 

It was then that the leaders of Pai Marire arrived in the district, 
fresh from the killing of the missionary Carl Völkner at Ōpōtiki. 
There were also credible reports of threats to the lives of the 
Turanga missionaries.  Local people were confused; there was 
sharp division.  The work of the mission was totally disrupted.   
For safety most of the family left for the safety of the Bay of 

Islands in April, and in the latter half of 1865, most of the 
mission buildings were destroyed.

In 1867 Napier became the bishop’s base and 
‘Hukarere’ on Bluff Hill the new family home. 
By 1875 it was possible to re-establish a Māori 
girls’ school nearby, just below Hukarere 
Road, and once again the Williams daughters 
were soon involved. While Maria became first 
the principal and then accountant, for many 
years ‘Miss Kate’ with younger sister Marianne 
assisted the paid staff with the teaching. 

In later life the sisters became an important 
focus for many of the Williams family, being 
known as ‘the Hukarere Aunts’ and taking 
care to ensure family members were aware of 
each other and of their common heritage.  A 
young great niece wrote around World War 1,  

“Even then they seemed like something out 
of another age and dressed much as their 
mother would have done – always in black 
and in a simplified version of the style of the 
1890s... 

“Aunt Kate, two years younger, was the lively 
one.  Tall, thin and vivacious, I believe she had 
been very beautiful in her youth.  … We loved 
her and she made our visits fun.  Always a 
party around the dining room table – bread 
and butter with hundreds and thousands and 

a little cut glass dish of boiled sweets for each child.  
A cupboard full of dolls and toys.   …The house was 
dark and very Victorian – probably very much as in 
their parents’ day.”

Rest in peace Lydia Catherine Williams - April 7th 1841 – 4th 
February 1931

Photo:  Jane Williams widow (second from left in back 
row), with Bishop Leonard Williams  (back, middle) and 
her family.

Kate Williams – a pioneer educator 
Jon Williams writes of one of the youngest daughters of Jane and William Williams, who died as a result of injuries sustained in the 1931 Hawke’s Bay earthquake.
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Guest Columnist 
 The Reverend Arthur Bruce

'Risen'

What impact are Lenten Gospel narratives having on your life? Now, and for the future?

In a stark landscape and tumultuous times, a Roman Tribune named Clavius, no stranger to 
brutal battles and gory death, is bidden by Pontius Pilate to break the legs of the Jewish 
Messiah undergoing crucifixion. The movie “Risen”, from Gospel narratives interwoven 

with the imagined role of Clavius, portrays the Tribune’s discovery that the Nazarene called 
Yeshua is close to expiry. So Clavius simply has him stabbed deeply into his side, out of which 
copiously pours water and blood. So the Tribune witnesses his death, gives permission to 
Nicodemus to take down his battered body, and to bury him with dignity. To ensure the finality 
of Roman requirements, Clavius in person supervises the rolling of a huge stone to seal the 
tomb, enclosing the deceased body of the man formerly reputed to be the King of the Jews. 

Mary Magdalene witnesses all these and subsequent events. Staying close to the action, 
she runs urgently with the breath-taking news of Yeshua’s resurrection to his incredulous 
followers. Catching wind of this, Pilate charges Clavius to find the body in order to put an 
end to growing speculation. Troubled by dreams of the risen Christ, Clavius endeavours to 
hunt down and squash his closest followers. Finding them gathered together in one room, he 
witnesses the resurrected Yeshua showing Thomas his scarred wounds from crucifixion, and 
then disappearing from the room. The perplexed Clavius asks, “How can this be?”

On discovering the disciples have been bidden to go to Galilee where they will see Jesus, Clavius 
leaves his military post, and discreetly follows them. Observing Pilate’s soldiers tracking down 
the disciples across desert terrain, the Tribune, experienced in warfare and concealment, leads 
them from dire danger into unexpected safety. Arriving at Lake Galilee, the escaped fugitives, 
hungry and desperate, go fishing – with no luck, despite nets cast continually throughout 
the night. At early dawn, an unheralded figure on the beach bids them to throw out their 
nets on the other side. The Tribune watches, intrigued and mystified, as they make a great 
catch - and as Jeshua feeds them, then invites Peter to make a threefold poignant declaration 
of dedicated love. Suddenly confusion erupts as two incensed women brandishing brooms 
fiercely drive a leprous intruder away from their tents. Straightway going to the man, Jeshua 
lays hands on him and heals him. Then, witnessing Jeshua’s mission charge to his followers 
“to go into the world and make disciples of all people” and his subsequent ascension, the 
gobsmacked Tribune, who had previously thought he’d seen all that life could throw at him, 
declares, “Life will never be the same!”

Fast forward to St John’s Otumoetai this Lent, a young parishioner impacted by the Gospel 
testified to Christ’s call on his life to serve through the Mission Aviation Fellowship. Intrepid 
Ryan Cameron then flew back to wild and diverse Arnhem Land in the Darwin region to provide 
mercy flights for Aboriginal in their hot desert areas. One Sunday further on in Lent, a new 
Missioner ventured out of the safety of known ministry within a parish to the uncertainty of 

new missional work in Papamoa East. Innovative Reverend Julie Guest was warmly welcomed 
in a lively Church service held in spacious community facilities generously provided by Legacy 
Trust for this new ministry. Ryan explained to us that for him praying involved attentive 
“listening to God”. From this, soon he would answer a call to serve as a missionary pilot and 
engineer in South Sudan, heading into populous extreme famine, in “one of the hottest places 
on earth”. From listening to God, Julie has discerned a challenging call to fresh ministry in a 
fast growing dormitory suburb of Tauranga - not environmentally desolate as for Ryan, but the 
further East one goes, rather barren in spiritual endeavour apart from the worthy efforts of a 
devoted few, located east of established churches. Like committed early disciples were few. 
The Tribune knew first-hand such poverty of disciple numbers accompanied by humility of 
status. This man, convicted by what he had witnessed, listened to God, abandoned his Roman 
gods, and ventured into unknown spiritual terrain and an uncertain future - marvelling as 
testified to him that “believers were springing up everywhere”.

Listening to God this Lent, what might spring up for you in following Yeshua crucified who 
transforms lives in surprising ways into being ‘risen’ for him?

Anglican Studies Papers for Semester 2
The following Anglican Studies papers will be taught in Waiapu during the second 
semester: 

BST 510 The Bible Story: Old Testament (15 credits)
FHC 515 Being Anglican in Aotearoa New Zealand (5 credits)

These will be taught in three residential weekends: 
•	 21-23 July
•	 8-10 September
•	 13-15 October 

(FHC 515 Being Anglican in Aotearoa New Zealand will be taught only in the weekend 
of 13-15 October.) 

People can study towards a Diploma in Christian Studies (NZQA recognised) or just take 
a paper for interest.  Most students do the courses for credit, but the option of auditing 
a paper is also available. 

For more details, including course prescriptions, please contact the Ministry Educator, 
the Rev’d Deborah Broome (educator@waiapu.com 021 509-107).
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Late last year we set out to attend the Tikanga Youth Exchange in Fiji, where the theme 
was Climate Action. Many speakers joined us and through scientific reports, evidence 
and stories showed us the impact climate change has had on our communities and 

our planet. In New Zealand most of us don’t truly know the challenges that many villages 
face because of the rising temperatures. But photos and many examples showed us how 
easy it was for an entire community to be ruined through king tides, rising sea levels and 
tropical storms.

We went to Maniava, a village that had been the worst affected by the recent cyclone. 
Even though they had lost so much and were still trying to rebuild their community, the 
people had high spirits. This made us feel thankful for our luxuries at home and guilty for our 
contribution to the rising temperatures. Big countries like ours cause a lot of pollution, and 
the Pacific Islands get the worst of it.

The hospitality we received was insane, lots of food, friendly laughs and music in every 
place we visited. Emma’s group went to St Bartholomew’s parish for dinner, where they were 
treated like royalty and given a meal that although was nice, was so huge no one could 
finish. Their group bonded through the kava ceremony and the swapping of the culture. I 
went to All Saints parish, it was a warming experience with the entire village coming out and 
greeting us as we climbed the steep hill to receive our refreshing coconuts led by Bishop 
Helen-Ann Hartley.

TYE 2016 Suva, Fiji

One of the days we went on a boat trip to a resort island. The Island was very beautiful with 
crystal clear water, corals and millions of colourful fish. We had a relaxing day snorkelling and 
kayaking but we couldn’t quite get the thought that the island could be easily covered by 
the ocean in a few years as will many other communities if we don’t put enough effort into 
reducing carbon emissions.

On our last day we went out to different churches for Sunday service. Emma went to Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, Suva, which was very big and full of people. We met many new people from 
across our New Zealand and Polynesia. The friendliness of everyone made flying to a different 
country less intimidating and more homely.

We were challenged by our experience to put more effort into reducing carbon emissions. 
From little things such as reusable bags, to big things like cutting the use of fossil fuels around 
the world and getting rid of corporations that cause harm through too much deforestation 
and polluting waterways.

Teriaki Williams and Emma Handley, both from Ōpōtiki, had their first experience of the Tikanga Youth Exchange (TYE).



Issue 74  Waiapu News14
14    Issue 72   Waiapu News  

Book Review

Völkner and Mokomoko, a 150 year quest for justice and 
reconciliation

Stephen Donald checks out the latest book to tackle the thorny 
subject of the events at Ōpōtiki in 1865.

The quest for justice and reconciliation over the killing of missionary 
Carl Sylvanius Völkner and the imprisonment and hanging of 
Whakatohea chief Mokomoko has been a journey of more than 150 
years. Much ink has been spilt on this subject; from the lurid accounts 
in contemporary newspapers, official reports soon after the events 
of 1865 giving subsequent justification to military intervention and 

confiscation, 20th century histories of the church building (renamed St Stephen the Martyr 
in 1875, replacing the original name of Hiona - Zion), Treaty of Waitangi research and claims 
and a parallel process with the Anglican Church, pardons of both Mokomoko and Kereopa 
Te Rau (hanged in January 1872 for Völkner’s murder), through to modern semi-fictional 
accounts.

Earle Howe’s short book Völkner and Mokomoko, a 150 year quest for justice and reconciliation 
was written for the 150th anniversary of the church, and was published earlier this year. 
This is not Howe’s first publication on this subject. Whilst part of the Provincial Bicultural 
Education Unit in the lead-up to the adoption of the revised constitution in 1992, a resource 
was requested by the 1990 General Synod to “help the Church understand the historical 
events concerning the death of Volkner and the present reality from both Maori and Pakeha 
perspectives while Volkner’s name remains in the Church’s calendar. The author concludes 
that whatever the Church decides about the contents of the New Zealand Calendar, the 

death’s of both Volkner and Mokomoko are memorials for us of our need to grow in bicultural 
partnership.” [original spelling]

The result was a 60-page booklet entitled Bring me justice (Auckland, Provincial Secretary, 
1991) which was a major contribution to the discussion. Subsequently there was joint 
recognition of Völkner and Mokomoko in the Calendar by the 1992 General Synod. But the 
journey did not end with resolution of the particular issue.

His present book is a carefully researched account of the background to the Ōpōtiki Anglican 
mission, details of the events of 1865 and their aftermath, and a detailed ‘timeline’ of efforts 
towards justice and reconciliation over the last 40 years. The text benefits greatly from 
research undertaken as part of claims to the Waitangi Tribunal, and is extensively referenced. 
Unfortunately an index is lacking, but despite this obvious deficiency, this is a major 
contribution to the journey. Historical and modern photographs, including those of the 150th 
anniversary of Hiona St Stephen’s at Easter 2014 and the unveiling of a pare at the entrance of 
the church, and recognition of key players in reconciliation, complete his account.

Is this the last word on Völkner and Mokomoko? I suspect not, as the events of 1865, their 
aftermath, and ongoing striving for justice and reconciliation are pivotal in our journey 
together in Aotearoa New Zealand. In the words of a waiata composed by Mokomoko shortly 
before his death, the opening lines used by Te Whanau a Mokomoko today as a whakatauākī, 
“Tangohia te taura i taku kakī, kia waiata au i taku waiata - Have the strength to speak up and 
the truth will not be silenced.”

Publication details: 112 pages, soft cover, published 2017 by the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand and Polynesia; $25 plus p&p payable on invoice from the General Synod office email 
gensec@anglicanchurch.org.nz or call (09) 521-4439

Earle Howe is presently the priest-in-charge at St Thomas’ Whitford. He was ordained in 1967 and 
has served in parishes in the Waikato-Taranaki and Auckland dioceses. Earle has authored several 
books and articles, and is current president of the Anglican Historical Society.

  

The three amegos - Pihopa Ngarahu Katene, Reverend 
Adrienne Bruce and Bishop Andrew

Bishop of the Day , Leyton Waugh with Bishops Andrew and 

Ngarahu

Impressing the three Amegos at the opening ceremony
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From the Ministry Educator
 
Deborah Broome

One of the delights of my role is taking training seminars and workshops around 
to various locations throughout our diocese. I drive around, getting to know 
the highways and the back roads of each of the three regions, and discovering 

a bunch of good cafes and bookshops in the process. Not only do I get to meet 
people and see what is happening in all of the parishes – which is fun in and of itself 
– but I am continually struck by how different the day turns out, because of who is there. 

Those who are leading several Lenten study groups in a parish using identical material speak 
of similar experiences.  I bring the same outline and the same basic content to each workshop, 
but what comes out of it can be so very different. The comments people make, the questions 
they ask, how much they share of their stories, and the connections they make between the 
material and what is going on in their lives: all of these factors mean that the final outcome 
of the day is gloriously varied. If you have been to an event – whether the Lay Days, Clergy 
Training, or something I have run in a parish – know that each of you has played a huge part in 
determining the kete of learning that everyone takes home at the end of the day. So thank you!  

This process of events being shaped as much by the people who participate as by the 
presenter brings home to me the rich diversity of our church and the taonga we have in each 
other and each other’s differing viewpoints. There is no one ‘right way’ of relating to God or of 
doing theology, and people bring their own personal history and experiences to bear on the 
range of ethical, pastoral and theological issues we are grappling with at any one time. Being 
with people who think differently, or who come from diverse backgrounds can stop us from 
falling into the trap of thinking that everyone is like us, and that the only way to approach 
something is along the path we choose. Besides, if we were all alike, life could get pretty 
boring.  Unity is always better than a bland uniformity – as Anglicans have historically realised.

But there are pitfalls as well as pleasures – potential hazards in trying to live the God-
life alongside those who are very different from ourselves. Sometimes we can get so 
spooked by what someone else says, or so frustrated by how they operate, that we get 
tempted to withdraw and do our theology or our worship only with those who think 
like we do. Not only would this be a pity – as we would all be the poorer from it – but it 
would also be a violation of the principles that have undergirded the Church from the 
very beginning. Diversity can make life difficult at times, but it is part of who we are.

Tucked away in a book on Paul’s letter to the Romans that I’ve been reading lately is a 
comment from Beverly Roberts Gaventa on Paul’s use of the ‘body of Christ’ image and the 
idea that we have responsibilities to and with each other. She says, “Being members of one 
another means that there is a relationship from which there is no exit plan. Having been 
brought together, Christians do not have the option of walking away from one another1.”

Many of us, I suspect, have grown up with the dominant western idea of individualism 
and of ‘getting my needs met’, so that the idea that we are not free to ignore the 
needs and claims of others can come as a surprise. Being part of the Body of Christ 
means being part of one another, with all the challenges that can bring.  So as we 
gather to celebrate the Resurrection and move together through the season of 
Easter, let us embrace the diversity that we find inside and between our parishes. 

1Beverly Roberts Gaventa, When in Romans (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2016), 105

Resurrection Calendar
Those who, after thinking and praying through the season of Lent, wish 

to do something to deepen their experience of Easter can go to an on-

line calendar prepared by Auckland Ministry Educator the Rev’d Sarah 

Park.  The calendar, called ‘A Resurrection Journey’,  begins on Palm 

Sunday and journeys through Holy Week, the season of Easter, up to 

Ascension and Pentecost.  Each Sunday in the Easter Season features a 

resurrection passage which establishes a theme for the week.  Access 

A Resurrection Journey via www.resurrection.nz or through a link on 

the Auckland Diocesan webpage http://www.auckanglican.org.nz/ .
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Choosing Suitable Music for Worship
 The Reverend Ian Render

Ian Render gives some pointers to add to your kete alongside the wisdom of Bill 
Bennett of earlier Waiapu News editions, including a very useful website https://
localsharedministry.com/ 

The hymns and songs we sing in worship form a vital part of people’s faith experience. 
Indeed, words that are sung and remembered strongly influence our sense and 
understanding of God and of the gospel. 

Fifty years ago choosing music for worship was pretty much a no-brainer. You flipped open 
Ancient & Modern (Revised), blew out the moths, and racked up four well-worn numbers for 
Sunday.

This practice has been abandoned almost everywhere today. Common remarks about such 
choices include “Doesn’t really speak of my faith experience” and “Can’t get past the antiquated 
language and assumptions” and “I find the exclusive language offensive.”

That tradition has been challenged since the 1970s and the advent of the charismatic 
renewal, and did indeed lead to ‘worship wars’ in many parishes. Since that time there has 
been a flourishing of modern hymn and song writing in the English-speaking world, including 
Aotearoa of course, and new exposure to folk traditions in South America and Africa, amongst 
others.

All these new riches, though, can be overwhelming for people who have to choose music for 
services without the assistance of a knowledgeable musician or liturgist. Sometimes they are 
without any musician and have to rely on recorded music or YouTube “singalong” videos.

Although we have a large number of retirees in our congregations a good proportion of them 
have grown up with rock ‘n roll and pop music alongside the classics, and want lively and 
engaging music in worship alongside the grand hymns of the past. 

A couple of years ago, faced with demand from small congregations, I began to develop a web 
resource that would provide Sunday-by-Sunday selections for the Revised Common Lectionary 
readings drawn from a variety of sources. Each Sunday there are fifteen or so suggestions 
intended to engage the day’s readings and the season. These include great hymns (and tunes) 
from the past and other material from the seventies right up to today’s modern hymns and 
contemporary songs.

I am passionate about quality hymns and songs. The words should be accessible, meaningful 
and reflective of our lived experience of God, the world, and ourselves as Church. Singable 
and memorable melodies which congregations can grasp without difficulty are a touchstone 
for my selections. I want language for both God and people to be as inclusive as possible. I 
think we should celebrate Te Reo and New Zealand writing in song, but also open ourselves to 
worship traditions in other cultures. On the other hand, I detest mawkishness of all kinds, from 

the purple prose of the Victorians to the manipulative and sentimental “me me me” writing 
that abounds today and is used so uncritically.

Jesus taught that it the wise who bring from the storehouse ‘treasures both old and new’, so 
our music choices need some rigour in order that our repertoire celebrates the best in many 
different styles.

Those who would like to learn more about the art and skill of planning worship music might 
obtain the Grove Booklet ‘Choosing hymns and songs for worship’ (W 201) available from 
https://grovebooks.co.uk/collections/worship 

The music selection webpages currently form part of the Local Shared Ministry website of the 
Diocese of Auckland, but are freely accessible to anybody. Currently about 100 people a week 
access the selections from as far afield as Canada and the UK. 

On the site you will find the most recent entries at the top of each page. The current page is 
Year A, Part 1, commencing with Advent Sunday 2016. By June 2017 the three-year cycle will 
be completed, enabling worship planners to work either towards a Sunday or two’s time, or for 
a wider ranging roster of material. 

All the material is intended to be useful for the given Sunday. Some people will find the modern 
texts that work with well-known tunes helpful in expanding their congregation’s repertoire. 
Others will be looking to learn completely new material or to be reminded of good quality 
hymns and songs that are already known. 

There are many links provided: to hymn texts and sheet music, ‘singalong’ videos which assist 
small congregations with a data projector (but no musician!). There are suggestions for special 
commemorations, Eucharistic material, and hints for placing the selections within the shape 
of the service.

Readers are also invited to think beyond the ‘four hymn sandwich’ and consider using sung 
responses for the intercessions, devotional hymns to be sung during communion, credal 
hymns and so on. There are far more opportunities to sing that most congregations use. A 
note of caution, though – most material outside of any hymn book the congregation is using 
will be copyright, and you should purchase an annual licence to make use of it. There are two 
main agencies for this: LicenSing and CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing International). Some 
material is available for purchase on a per-item licence. 

The Reverend Jenny Chalmers (now Vicar of Taupo) has been using the online resource for 
some time and says “One of the beauties of Ian’s blog is that he includes both traditional 
hymns that are spot on for the particular Sunday and inspiring contemporary music. I found in 
a small parish with varied musical skills, Ian’s blog almost always had something which would 
suit both the skill set available and the need for topical hymns.”

The hymn selection blog may be found at www.localsharedministry.com
 and by choosing “Music for RCL Sundays”. Feedback to me at ianrendz@ihug.co.nz is welcome. 


