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When Samuel Marsden made an appearance at Top Parish this year, it might have 
seemed a step had been taken back in time.  Accompanying him was the Captain of 
the ship (the Active), Marsden travelled on in 1814, when he made his first voyage 

to New Zealand 200 years ago and delivered his sermon at Oihi Bay on Christmas Day.

Such was the spirit of enthusiasm at Top Parish as we celebrated 200 years since ‘Samuel’s First Crossing’.  
The March Past was unmistakably a celebration of the arrival of the Gospel in Aotearoa.  Banners were 
aptly decorated with sailing ships, ocean, maps and crosses.  Chants (and bribes) reflected the theme 
and the judges, Bishop Katene, Regional Deans and Samuel Marsden (Richard Vialoux), were noticeably 
impressed by the effort teams invested researching the history of the arrival of the early missionaries.  
Marsden had done his research too and had a special message and bible verse for every team.

Top Parish 2014   
"Samuel's First Crossing"
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From the Vicar General
The Reverend Brian Hamilton

Observations from America

The first thing that struck us as visitors to the Diocese of 
San Joaquin was the friendliness and welcome of the 
people . They pride themselves in their openness to all, 

including women priests, and those of the LGBT community. 

The Diocese of San Joaquin is by definition fairly liberal since 
it is made up of the remnant left behind six years ago by the 
departure of Bishop John-David Schofield and the majority 
of his clergy and people. They left the Episcopalian Church 
to form “The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin”, affiliated 
with the Province of the Southern Cone. They are now part 
of the separated “Anglican Church of North America”. Before 
this action the diocese was considered one of the most 
conservative dioceses in the Episcopal Church and one of 
three that did not ordain women. 

For more details of this tragic split, you can Google “Anglican 
Diocese of San Joaquin” versus “Episcopal Diocese of San 
Joaquin”. As Archbishop Philip Richardson said in his sermon 
at the “seating” of Bishop David Rice, it is difficult now for 
Episcopalians to call themselves “Anglican” when this term 
has been formally appropriated by the departing diocese. 

Archbishop Richardson also said: “It’s a brave new world for 
Episcopalians in San Joaquin... members of the Episcopal 
Diocese of San Joaquin have discovered that a lack of buildings 
has enabled their mission to be leaner, more focussed, and in 
many places more effective. There’s even talk of selling much 
of the property that is being returned, and continuing with 
new strategies for mission.” 

Bishop David has no office and is planning to work without 
one for the next few months relying on computer and phone. 

I found it upsetting to hear that two of the churches returned 
after litigation were allowed by the departing “Anglican” 

church to be trashed by street people; acts of spite which 
show the depths to which people can plummet when they 
have strong disagreements. I pray that our upcoming General 
Synod can steer our national Church through disagreements 
within and between our various New Zealand dioceses to 
enable us to live together with disagreements. The alternative 
can prove to be very ugly as I have indicated. 

I mentioned the friendliness of the San Joaquin Episcopalians 
and I also commend the politeness of American drivers in 
contrast to the aggression of New Zealand drivers. Susie and 
I drove 3,000 kilometres on the right-hand side in a rental car 
during our 21 days in California and experienced tolerance 
and acceptance. Even standing on a sidewalk 
about to “jaywalk” we found cars 
would stop for us. 
Visiting Susie’s liberal 
Jewish cousin in San 
Francisco was also a 
pleasant experience 
and contributed to 
our overall warm 
feelings about 
the people of 
California.

Bishop David and Tracy singing

Waiapu Electoral College  
June 2014 Candidates

Five clergy have been nominated for the Waiapu Electoral Synod 
in June.  Copies of their profiles are available on the Waiapu 
diocesan website.  Their responses to written questions about 
their personal faith, theology of the episcopate, leadership style, 
skills and character and dealing with conflict are also included 
with their profiles.  Fuller details are also on the website:  http://
waiapu.com/resources/electoral-college-candidate-profiles/
Hugh Alexander Czerwonka, Vicar of St Luke’s, Rotorua.   
59 years old, married to Jocelyn for 36 years, with three adult 
children. Ordained priest 1986. 
Education includes: 2010 Master of Ministry (with distinction) 
Otago, St John’s College: Licentiate in Theology/ Scholar 
in Theology.  Wanganui School of Nursing, NZ Registered 
General & Obstetric Nurse. 
Andrew William Lindsay Hedge, Vicar of Cambridge and 
Archdeacon of Piako, Diocese of Waikato . 41years old, 
married to Raewyn for 19 years with three children, 15, 12, and 
10 years. Ordained priest 1999 
Education includes: 1998 Bachelor of Theology 
National Diploma in Ambulance Practice.
Howard Nicholson Pilgrim, Waiapu Diocesan Theologian. 
70 years old, married to Sue Dick since 1991; Howard has six 
adult children. Ordained priest 1986 
Education includes: Doctor of Philosophy, Otago. 
Bachelor of Divinity, Otago,  Clinical Pastoral Education, 
Diploma in Teaching, Christchurch Teachers’ College , 
Bachelor of Arts, Canterbury. 
Barbara Judith Walker, Coordinating Hospital Chaplain 
at Hawke’s Bay Hospital. 62 years old, not married, with no 
dependents. Ordained priest 2004 
Education includes: New Zealand Healthcare Accredited 
Chaplain, Clinical Pastoral Education, Pastoral Counselling 
Cross Culturally, Otago University , Master of Science in 
Medical Anthropology Brunel University London , Registered 
Midwife, Auckland .
Oenone Anita Woodhams, Ministry Educator, Diocese of 
Waiapu. 57 years old, married to Mike for 32 years, with 4 
adult sons. Ordained priest 2006  
Education includes: BTheol, Otago, Student in residence, St 
John’s Theological College, Associate Diploma in Education 
(Montessori Education), Diploma in Teaching, Post 
graduate Diploma in Criminology, Melbourne University 
BA Sociology, Victoria.
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Ahuriri Anglicans Together Napier church pilgrimage at  Ormond Chapel. Gary Bowler plays the organ.
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It sometimes seems as if the Anglican Church is fixated on 
issues of sexuality.  We have talked and read and listened 
and then talked again, around and around in increasingly 

divergent circles, for years about sexual relationships and who 
we believe should and should not engage in them.  The latest 
contribution to the debate is before us now, in the form of a report 
from the Ma Whea? Commission.  Sir Anand Satyanand, Dame 
Judith Potter, Sir Tamati Reedy, Mrs Mele Taliai, Professor Paul 
Trebilco have spent two years gathering information, receiving 
and hearing submissions, and working alongside a reference 
group.  The report provides a comprehensive summary of the 
various perspectives they witnessed and a description of the 
options they see for us as we seek to move beyond the current 
impasse.

While the report has been made available ahead of General 
Synod to allow dioceses and hui amorangi to discuss it and 
ensure their respective synod reps are well informed, it will be 
formally presented to General Synod by Sir Anand.  Time will 
be set aside for informal discussion before any formal debate is 
entered into.

The Commission has suggested ten potential pathways for the 
Church to consider or adapt:

A. Affirming traditional understanding

B. Preserving present circumstances

C. Bishops to determine what equals “right relationship”

D. Synods/Te Runanganui  to determine “right relationship”

E. Adopt a new understanding

F. The Anglican Church having two views

G. Dual episcopacy

H. Planned dismembering

I. A new Rite of Blessing of those in a same sex relationship

J. A two year discussion within church communities prior 
to a decision 

To quote the Commission: “The central reality we confronted 
is that on the issue of same gender relationships the Anglican 
Church is in fact more than one church”, and: “The Anglican 
Church…has prided itself on its broad appeal and ability to 
accommodate difference and to embrace change.  Attitudes 
towards divorced people and to women becoming priests and 
bishops and how these have changed provide evidence of this.”  

They go on to offer words of encouragement in seeking a way 
forward and warn that if we do not do so then there will be 
“a continuation of grievance, with bureaucratic and legal 
steps being taken to preserve positions and unhappiness, 
disillusionment and even dismemberment being the result.”

The 2012 Waiapu General Synod representatives left a motion 
lying on the table which calls for the Synod to affirm “the long 
tradition and practice of episcopal autonomy within canonical 
limits, in the discernment of a person’s call to ordination.”  
Consideration will be given to how we proceed with that motion 
once the informal discussions have taken place this year.  The 
key issue for all of us as we gather in the Bay of Islands will 
be finding a way to go forward.  We know very clearly where 
the disagreements lie but we must not keep talking round in 
circles.  To delay decision making and at least some form of 
action is to perpetuate a great injustice on the people whose 
lives we continue to judge.  However we frame the motions, and 
whatever the outcomes, this is not a legal or theoretical debate 
but a statement of faith.  This is about people’s lives and the 
gospel we seek to proclaim.

General Synod and Sexuality
Jo Crosse offers a personal reflection on our church’s approach to issues of sexuality at a General Synod / te Hinota Whanui level.

A Report from the Commission on  
Doctrine and Theological Questions

Included as an appendix to the Ma Whea? Commission 
report, is another significant document which stands 
alone to some degree.  The terms of reference for Ma 
Whea? focussed on blessing and ordination and did 
not include same-sex marriage; with the passing of the 
Marriage Amendment Bill by Parliament in 2013 there was 
recognition that we also need to explore our understanding 
of marriage more intentionally.  Therefore a Commission 
with representatives of each Tikanga was gathered to 
prepare “a theological rationale for a Christian approach 
to the blessing and marriage of people in permanent, 
faithful same-gender relationships, and the implications 
thereof on the ordination of people in same-gender 
relationships”.  The resulting document contains a detailed 
and careful presentation of relevant theological reflection 
which both supports a possible rationale for same-gender 
marriage and offers a challenge to that rationale.  There is 
a great deal of material to consider and it is helpful to have 
it all in one document.  It also highlights the challenges 
we face in trying to go forward together, and refers to 
the need for ongoing Talanoa (conversation) about the 
relationships we wish to bless and unite in marriage.
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Tame preaching at Top Parish

When I heard from Tame that he and Peter Minson 
had spent Saturday busking at the market in 
Taupo, I knew that Tame was a happy young man.  

Despite the challenges of English as a second language 
and adjusting to the cold weather, Soatame Tu’ifua (Tame) 
is settling in extremely well as Waiapu’s Ministry Intern.  

Jocelyn Czerwonka explains how a young Tongan is making his mark in Waiapu

Less than a month after his arrival this young man from 
Tonga met the challenge of preaching, for the first 
time, in English, to over 200 people at the Top Parish 
service.  Everyone listened to what he had to say, as it 
became evident there is more to this quietly spoken 
young man when given the opportunity to share his 
faith.  Even more so, when Tame picks up a guitar and 
begins to sing.  I must confess to a few tears in my eyes!  

Tame spent his first week in Rotorua engaging with the 
St Luke’s congregation.  After such a short time people were 
saying, please can we keep him!  When Tame was commissioned 
at Taupo on the 9th March the people there said:  ‘You can’t 
have him back!’  Latest feedback from Taupo is:  ‘From our 
point of view he’s settled in SO well and is loved by every one!’

Attending the first weekend of the Anglican studies 
programme was quite a challenge for Tame but one that 

he has met with much enthusiasm.  Again the challenge 
of English as a second language makes a weekend of 
engaging in theological discussion and absorbing what 
is said quite demanding.  However, Tame is quick to 
find ways to deal with these challenges and his strong 
faith in God gives him the strength to not give up.

Tame reports, “I’m so happy that God blessed me with these 
New Zealand mums and dads.  They help me out with my 
study, work and staying and travelling here in New Zealand”. 

Next year we hope to continue this relationship with 
Tame and the people of Tonga by taking a group of young 
people to Tonga in July at the invitation of Rev Joe Leota.  

Waiapu's Ministry Intern 2014

It has been two months since I arrived in Christchurch 
for Haerenga, and I’m having an amazing time. 

These two months have been a mix of Laidlaw study, general 
training and mission placements.  My mission placement 
is in one of the poorer areas of the city, where I’m helping 
at their community cafe, and with community dinners.

It has been great to see where God is at work in the way 
Christchurch people have pulled together and become 
community. The people I work with have been a wonderful 
demonstration to me of God’s love for those in poverty and 
sickness, and have really sparked in me a passion for working 
with those who are often left on the sidelines in society.

God's Love for Those in Poverty and Sickness
After a year as a Waiapu Intern, Kristy Boardman is now involved with a CMS Haerenga Mission Internship.  She 
reports in from Christchurch.

The team I work with at CMS and the two other Haerenga 
interns are everything I could hope for when it comes to 
workplace support, and I ask that you will pray for them as well 
as all other groups that work to make Christchurch a city of God.

We will be heading to Fiji for six months at the end of June, 
so please pray for us as we prepare for that opportunity.

Thank you for your continued support and prayer as this 
journey continues.

If you wish for a more regular email update, please email me 
at kristyboardman@gmail.com Kristy Boardman top left and frends
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Babylon’s Cap – Reflections on the Book of Revelation by 
Michael J H Godfrey  
(WIPF & Stock, 2103)   
Reviewed by Jenny Dawson

My husband Jim, an historian at Victoria University, recently 
dedicated his latest book to me beginning with these words “Jenny 
Dawson is a priest and theologian, not a historian nor an academic…”, 
which made me gulp, then think hard about who I am and want to be.  
Much as I respect those who teach and do research, you do not 
have to be an academic to enjoy our new Dean’s reflections 
on the book of Revelation. Nor do you have to be a priest or a 
theologian or even someone who gets excited about the number 

666. Rather, this is a book for those who seek to understand and live out Christian hope, who 
want to “dream a different dream”, and for all who might just be brave enough to want to 
understand the role of the faith community itself as wearer of Babylon’s Cap of Oppression. 

Michael begins with a very helpful explanation of the “open secret” narrative of apocalyptic, then 
divides the remainder of the book into five sections to work through the text.  Drawing on a wide 
biblical knowledge and liturgical understanding, he tells moving contemporary stories to illustrate 
his reflections about the imagery, which seem a lot less alien as we begin the “God’s Yes” of Chapter 6.  
There are many connections made with his personal story, from youthful rowing to adult ministry, 
yet somehow this is not a book about Michael Godfrey.  Like John’s writing, it is about Jesus.

Michael urges us to read Revelation aloud, because the Bible was written to be read aloud.  Thus 
in listening we are invited to put ourselves in the, for most of us unaccustomed, place of the 
suffering victim of persecution.   We begin to sense not only the discomfort of recognising that 
God’s compassion is for the broken and the disempowered but also the confidence that God 
is ultimately in control. Trust in the God who is Jesus shines through the visionary language.

Full of references to contemporary films, events, philosophy and literature, this book is scholarly in 
that it draws on a range of scholarship but what has resulted is readable and even hard to put down. 

It made me continue to think hard about who I am and want to be.  It has called me onward in 
hope: God’s promised future for us all looms larger than before in my personal vision, thanks 
to Michael, and what we are now is much less than we can become as Christ’s faithful people. 

In the diocesan library, or copies can be bought from Waiapu Cathedral, this would make a great 
parish study book.  I hope it is widely read.

Book Review

Not really one to welcome too much attention, Derek would rather 
reflect on the Aged Care industry of which he has been a part 
for so long than focus on his own role. In saying that, this is a 

role that has seen many changes, not only at Anglican Care Waiapu, but in the Aged Care 
sector as a whole.  The increasing commercialisation of the industry, Government policy changes 
and demographic shifts are all factors in an aged care landscape that is increasingly complex.

When Derek joined Anglican Care (Waiapu) Ltd in 1998, our aged care services had 
recently come together as a result of a review and it was Derek’s job to restructure the 
operations of the services into the new company structure.  Seventeen years on, the company 
has grown and is now one of the few charitable providers in a competitive industry. 

After so long working with Anglican Care Waiapu in one sector, it is interesting to talk to 
Derek about his views on where the challenges are.  A year ago, Derek talked in Waiapu 
News about two of the most critical issues facing the aged care sector: affordability and 
access to care.  His opinion after another year of Government fiscal tightening has not 
changed.  He believes in fact that the environment will become an increasingly ‘user 
pays’: a continual challenge for charitable operators such as Anglican Care Waiapu.

“These two issues are central for Anglican Care Waiapu, because they are at the 
heart of what we do as a social service organisation,” he said.  “Anglican Care 
Waiapu is as well placed as it can be to provide high quality care for older people 
at an affordable rate.  This is an important part of fulfilling the Anglican Mission.”

Derek says that there are two factors influencing the increasing demand for aged care services in 
New Zealand.  “Over the next 20 years, there will be significant increase in the number of older 
people in New Zealand”, he said.  “We’ve known about these figures for years and they are made 
up not only of the high numbers in the  ‘baby-boomer’ population, but also increasing longevity”.

What these figures don’t show however is what proportion of these people are in good 
health, said Derek.  While many people in this demographic are very fit, there are also people 
presenting with complex needs that are possibly a result of drug and alcohol abuse in earlier 
life.  “While we’re seeing the dementia and mental health ramifications of these dependencies 
earlier in life, we don’t yet know what psycho-geriatric needs these people will have.”

While Derek acknowledges the environment for aged care is competitive and challenging, it is 
important to note that Anglican Care Waiapu is one of the few faith based providers of aged care 
services.  This is a very positive position and there will always be a need for services that we provide.  

After 17 years of dedicated service, Derek Morrison is retiring from 
Anglican Care Waiapu. Rhondda Poon looks back on his contribution 
to diocese and community

Good and Faithful Servant
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The early missionaries would have been proud to see 
over 200 people and 22 teams gathered from all over the 
diocese, Te Manawa o Te Wheke Rohe, Tairawhiti Rohe, 

Hukarere and Te Aute  schools taking part in the 35th year of Top 
Parish in Waiapu.  Teams were challenged by the ‘First Crossing’ 
games including the whaka relay, building the Marsden 
Cross, man overboard, erecting a shelter, orienteering, 
and the moa egg race.  After a hot day in the sun and fun 
had by all, many enjoyed a relaxing swim in Lake Rotorua.  

The ‘Bishop For the Day’ seat was hotly contested as 
hopefuls put themselves forward for the knock out quiz, 
delivered a speech on why they should be elected bishop 
and later waited anxiously as everyone voted.   The 
popular choice was Samantha Wood from Eastland FOG 
who did an outstanding job assisting Bishop Rahu at 
the worship service the following day.  

                 Trophy winners 

March Past:  Hukarere College

Best Banner:  Te Aute College

Waiapu’s Got Talent
Creativity and Originality:   First Equal Waipaoa Parish, 
and Eastland FOG
Best Overall Performance:  Hukarere College

Fair Play Awards   
Junior:  All Saints Blasters 
Open Award:  Ruahine/Opotiki

Top Parish Games
Open Award:  Eastland FOG Taruheru
Junior Award:  St Matthews Oihi

Photos by Chris Parkin

Top Parish 
Continued from cover story
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Gate Pa 150 Years On - 
"Living out the story"

On 29 April 1864 1700 British troops and sailors, under 
the command of General Cameron attacked the 
purpose built pa on the hill of Pukehinahina, Tauranga, 

at the gate between mission and Māori land. After 8 hours of 
the heaviest bombardment seen in New Zealand a force of 300 
soldiers and sailors entered the pa, and were quickly reinforced 
by another 300. Over the ensuing minutes 110 soldiers were 
killed or wounded, including all the officers, and the British 
were forced to retreat.  This battle is remembered for the defeat 
inflicted on the British forces, the code of conduct drawn up 
by Henare Taratoa, an Anglican Catechist, and the giving 
of water to wounded British soldiers. During the night the 
defenders of the Pa crept through British lines and disappeared.

On 21 June this defeat was reversed and at least 110 Maori were 
killed at Te Ranga. The resulting land confiscations and forced 
sales, and the gifting of the CMS land to the settler government 
for the establishment of a military settlement led 
to the establishment of Tauranga, 
and significant social, 
economic, 

John Hebenton reflects on this important event - past, present and future
political, cultural and spiritual loss for nga iwi o 
Tauranga Moana. Those fruits continue today.

St. George’s Anglican Church is on the hill of 
Pukehinahina. Our story is entwined with this story. 
The church was conceived as a memorial Church and built 
in 1900 in honour of the British troops who died here. In 
1960’s a new entrance was built in memory of Maori who 
died here, and the new church, built in 1993, was built as 
a memorial to all who fought and died. Honouring this 
story is an important part of our mission. Above the door as 
you enter the church are the words, “All who enter here be 
reconciled”. Our hope is that we are symbol of reconciliation.

Because of this, and the fact we sit on the battle site, St. 
Georges was at the centre of the programme of events 
organised to mark the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gate Pa.

In the church we hosted an exhibition of 40 images of 
portraying those involved from both sides, the battle 
scene itself, and early images of Tauranga. We also hosted 
the exhibition of the entries for the commemoration art 
competition and lectures by Lt Colonel Dr Cliff Simons, a 
parishioner and military historian, and Des Tata, a kaumātua 
and historian from Ngai Tamarawaho. We have also supported 
the carvers working on the two metre high stumps of the 
two totaras that had been cut down near the memorial.

On the 29th April the day of commemoration began with 
the blessing of the eight new Pou Whenua (carved poles 
depicting those who played significant roles in these 
hostilities), and John Hebenton blessed the new flag 
pole as the three flags were raised, the Pukehinahina 
flag, the Union Jack, and the New Zealand flag. It was 

the first time these three flags had flown together. As we said 
karakia along the line of Pou and up to the two carved stumps 
the rain thickened, and we felt the grief of all our ancestors.

We then moved to 
Otamataha, mission cemetery, where 
Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley and Pihopa Ngarahu Katene 
led a beautiful military service of remembrance where all 
were honoured and wreaths laid by representatives of NZ 
and British military, and by tangata whenua. The afternoon 
began back at Pukehinahina with a powhiri for King 
Tuheitia and supporting iwi from across the North Island.

 At 2pm the New Zealand army band led a military contingent 
re-enacting the march of 150 years ago by General Cameron’s 
troops. About 10,000 people gathered on the Domain and 
along Cameron Road. After the dignitaries, including the 
Governor General and Cabinet Ministers,  joined us we were 
met by a ferocious haka on Cameron Road. As that haka party 
retreated, leading into the official party the domain, we were 
met by a series of haka before a massed haka of around 800 
men, women, and children confronted us with Mana tū! Mana 
toa! Mana āke āke!  HOU! The ground shook under our feet 
and the air shook with the outlet of anguish and anger, and 
with reclaiming of their place as nga iwi o Tauranga Moana. 

This sentiment was reflected in some of the powhiri. A 
reconciliation service followed, which included speeches from 
the Governor General and Justice Joe Williams which offered 
some insights for the future. The final speech, the reconciliation 
speech, was given by the vicar of Gate Pa. I explored what 
reconciliation was, and suggested that it involves repentance, 
living out the sorry. Living the sorry means learning the 
whole story, with all its complexities, including the stories of 

Gate Pa March up Cameron Road
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rnor Gen
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Photos by Bob Tulloch
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this battle and Te Ranga, the Bush Campaign of 1867, and the 
ongoing effects of the land confiscations. It means saying sorry 
for those things we wish our forebears had or had not done, 
seeking to undo the wrongs that resulted from these events, and 
working to ensure the wrongs of the past are not repeated in our 
present actions and attitudes. I finished with “I hope that we 
can learn to live the sorry. This will not be easy. There is an old 
whakatauki, ‘he waka eke noa’, we’re all in this together. May we 
learn to live well together. May all who live here be reconciled.”

St. George’s presence here continues to be intertwined 
with the ongoing story of Pukehinahina. We will 
continue to host events, welcome people, offer 
hospitality, and retell the story to all who come to hear. 

The day began wet, cold and dark. As the day dawned 
and the rain dissipated, three flags flew on the pole. All 
gathered knew their tipuna and their story were honoured. 
We are not reconciled yet. But we have come a long way. St. 
Georges will continue to follow its kaupapa and play its role.

Gate Pa service with bishops and Vicar General

It was somewhat of  a pilgrimage with a few unexpected 
twists as young people gathered from Waipukarau, 
Havelock North, Taupo and Rotorua for the April LT4Youth 

Camp focusing on Social Justice and Telling Our Story.  

Seventeen year old Samuel Frost from Havelock North shares a 
part of his experience:

When I was asked by Rev’d Bryan to consider the camp 
for LT4Youth, I was at first apprehensive.  The feeling 
didn’t really lift until typical camp ‘icebreakers’ (Your 
name, and something interesting about you) which was 
uncharacteristically successful – thanks to Jo’s (Keogan) 
‘teapot of truth’.  As a new camp attendee, and also a 
new Anglican I felt fitting in would be hard.  I was wrong.

Everyone was 
extremely friendly 
and the theme of 
the camp, “Social 
Justice”  touched 
everyone.  The 
learning side of 
the camp was very 
well structured and 
the film Amazing 
Grace reinforced 
the Bible study on 
piety and pleasing 
God for the sake 

As a new Anglican I felt fitting in would be hard.  I was wrong.

of pleasing God. (Isaiah 58).  Many thanks to Jocelyn and 
the AA who rescued us when the land-rover broke down!

John and James Smith had this to say:

April’s LT4Youth camp in Rotorua and Taupo helped us to grow 
in our understanding of social justice and gain knowledge and 
ideas in how to bring equality.  The St Luke’s ‘drop in’ (Rotorua) 
was a real eye opener to the hardship of many in such a 
plentiful country as Aotearoa.  It was a great experience to be 
able to help.  Also the following day’s sausage sizzle gave us a 
great opportunity to raise funds for the Tongan and Solomon 
Islands relief effort.  All in all the camp was a great opportunity 
to meet up and grow in our knowledge of social justice.   

Two of our young people 
who attended are from 
the Solomon Islands, and 
our Ministry Intern is 
from Tonga.  Both their 
countries have been badly 
hit by cyclones in the last few 
months.  Tame contributed 
to the fundraising effort 
by doing what he does so 
well, playing his guitar 
and bringing lots of smiles 
to people’s faces as he 
sang among others,  his 
favourite Beatles songs.  

LT4 Youth fundraising

LT4 Youth Camp
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‘He aha te mea nui o te ao            
What is the most important 
thing in the world? 
He tangata, he tangata, he 
tangata.  It is people, it is 
people, it is people. 
Ko Tainui te waka 
Ko Waikato te iwi 
Ko Waikato te awa 

A love for the Anglican Church in her workplace
Rhondda Poon meets Heather Møller, General Manager Child, Family and Community Services at Anglican Care Waiapu

as well as that of others.  She brings to Anglican Care Waiapu 
a long association with and love for the Anglican Church.

In late 2013, Heather started work at Anglican Care Waiapu 
as the General Manager of Child, Family and Community 
Services: a new role for the organisation which emerged 
from the restructuring of its operations. Although Heather 
was new to Anglican Care Waiapu, she was in no way 
new to the Anglican Church or the rich heritage of Te 
Pihopatanga o Aotearoa, the Māori Anglican Church.

As a child growing up on the family farm near the small 
Waikato town of Kihikihi, Heather remembers the tradition 
of church services held at her grandparents’ home by 
visiting Māori clergy, and being baptised at home by 
Rev’d Canon Wi Huata.  Either at home on the farm or on 
the Marae, the services were often held in Māori: a rich 
tradition of Te Reo Māori within the Tikanga Māori Anglican 
Church which Heather brings to her work to this day.

Although Heather remembers canvassing many churches 
in her life to experience the diversity of worship, it is 

the Anglican Church which has kept her returning and 
claimed her working life for the last fourteen years.  Prior 
to joining Anglican Care Waiapu, Heather was Principal 
at Hukarere Girls’ College, an Anglican school for Māori 
girls, which, at the time was located on Napier Hill.

Heather was recruited to Hukarere from Reporoa College in 
between Taupo and Rotorua where she was Deputy Principal. 
This new role was to be a defining time for Heather as for the 
next thirteen years she worked together with her Boards and 
staff and a passionate team of supporters to bring Hukarere 
to a new level of academic and professional achievement. 

Alongside the significant achievement of bringing Hukarere 
back into the realm of success, Heather renewed and built 
long lasting relationships with both Tikanga Māori and 
Tikanga Pakeha.  She was well accustomed to receiving both 
cultures into the school and Anglican Care Waiapu is very 
fortunate that she brings this mana with her into the new role 
of General Manager Child, Family and Community Services.  
Given time and faith, says Heather, anything is possible.

Ko Maungatautari te maunga 
Ko Te Taumata te marae 
Ko Tane-i-rangi-kapua raua Ko Te Kata o Raukawa nga whare 
tipuna  
No Te Awamutu, Parawera taku kainga tuturu 
Ko Heather Moller taku ingoa

To speak to Heather Møller about her achievements in 
education and new work with Anglican Care Waiapu, 
there is an emerging sense of how she creates life around 

her. Her warmth and aroha towards everything she does 
precedes the conversation about linear events: masking the 
significance of considerable change she has lead in her own life 

A Napier Girl's High student on the Inter-Generational Knowledge Exchange assists with the teaching

Paul Hughes, ICT Support Technician for Anglican 
Care, has kept himself busy in his time off.  He  has 
been instrumental in developing a community project 

called ‘Digitally Connecting Seniors’.  Paul has set up a 
bank of donated computers at Age Concern Napier, using 
computers donated by the Napier City Council and maintained 
by BDL Business Developments (run by Leigh McGahey).  

Senior citizens work with youth mentors to learn how to 
use Gmail and Facebook for instance.  As Leigh says in her 
summary of the project ‘We are excited to be able to continue 
to open a world of opportunities to our senior citizens with 
electronic contact with family in times of increased postage .... 

and safe and caring interaction with our community’s youth.’

In recognition of their efforts, the team were recently 
awarded the 8th Annual Konica Minolta Community 
Workers’ Project Award.  The citation reads ‘appreciating 
that this is an activity involving many sectors of the 
community to the benefit of Senior Community Members’.   

Paul is now exploring the possibility of setting up 
further computer hubs in parishes, and using the skills 
of the youth of those parishes as mentors.  It could 
indeed be an outworking of missional church in action.

by Oenone Woodhams
Wiring Up Our Oldies - to a parish near you

Issue 62    Waiapu News
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Rhondda Poon meets Heather Møller, General Manager Child, Family and Community Services at Anglican Care Waiapu

Michael Morgan, the Managing Partner at law firm 
Carlyle Dowling, Napier, is the new Chair of the 
Waiapu Board of Diocesan Trustees. Michael has an LlB 

(Hons) and a Dip Bus Admin (Distinction), is a former president 
of the Hawke’s Bay District Law Society, was on the Law Society 
Council and has been on the EIT Council for several years. He 
is also midway through a theology degree at Otago University.

If you think this has nothing to do with you, then think 
again.  Michael and the Board are legally responsible for 
your church buildings; and your parish and Anglican 
Care have entrusted their investments into their care, 
all thirty million dollars in our collective coffers.

Michael and family are Cathedral parishioners.  Both he and 
wife Christina have lived all their lives in HB, apart from 
university and brief periods overseas.  Both their fathers 
were builders, as were their fathers before them.  They have 
been in Napier for nearly 20 years.  “My immediate family 
includes Anglicans, Catholics, agnostics and at least one 
avowed atheist, so I was always going to do my own thing. 
What brought me to the Cathedral was Evensong.  Then one 
of the choir told the Director of Music: ‘There’s one of the 
tenors from the Linden Singers.  You should put a robe on 
him.’  So Gary asked if I ‘could come along and help for a while.’  
Prior to that, Michael said he fitted Winston Churchill’s 
description of himself: “I’m not a pillar of the church but 
more of a flying buttress—I support it from the outside.”

Then it was membership of the Cathedral Chapter, the 
Stewardship Committee and Cathedral Visioning Committee, 
while Christina took on the role of parish treasurer.  

I ask Michael how he sees the role of the Board.  “A key element 
of our responsibilities is that we are an investment institution,” 
he says, “but it is more than that. The assets of the Diocese 
have been settled into a trust, deliberately, to create a body 
with a governance role that has fiduciary duties” (To actively 
manage the diocesan money and buildings responsibly). 

It is a guardianship role.  “We are obliged to turn our mind 
independently to what comes to us and do our utmost to support 
and implement the proposals that we are asked to implement, but 
still need to ask if it is lawful and whether the right processes have 
been gone through, and that there has been adequate consultation 
with the parishes, Standing Committee and other affected 
parties.”  The devil is in the detail and the Board needs to keep an 
eye on these and ensure that people understand the fine details.

An ongoing example is the question of investing in institutions 
involved with fossil fuels.  “The challenge here is that it is not 
always easy to determine where the line is drawn because 
a company’s involvement may be more or less direct or 
peripheral and a greater or lesser part of what the company 
does. The board is actively monitoring this issue and is 
avoiding investments in companies whose prime area of 
operation is in the extraction, refining, or sale of fossil fuels.” 

Michael is very impressed with the work of the Board over 
recent years.  They came through the global financial crisis 
unscathed, a claim that few institutions can make.  This, he 
believes, is the consequence of good leadership and good advice.

An immediate priority for the Board is new blood.  The Board is 
looking for new members with the appropriate knowledge and 
skills, but also with connections to the church.  He would like 
to see more women involved on the Board.  We are, Michael 
suggests, approaching a challenging period for the church, 
as its population ages and shrinks.  The Board will need to 
understand the impact of these changes and their implication 
for investment policies.  For example, with shrinking 
congregations, financially struggling parishes and changing 
building codes, how much cash should go into buildings?  

Although the Board is not the headmaster telling parishes what 
to do, it will need to raise its profile and ensure its members 
are in touch with the church, to help make the right decisions; 
because in terms of civil law “the buck stops with us; we 
have final responsibility for both property and investments.”  

According to the requirements of church (canon) law, 
the Board is answerable to Standing Committee but still 
has all the civil law responsibilities of other trustees.

This will require strengthening relationships and communications 
with parishes, vestries, Standing Committee, and Anglican 
Care, whose funds the Board also invests. With the new video 
conferencing network about to be installed, the Board will be able 
to have greater representation from around the whole Diocese.

Michael hopes that every monthly meeting will include time 
when the members are given information about individual 
parishes’, not only about their bank balances but about 
their people, activities and buildings.  And there will need 
to be regular reviews of the Board’s policies and processes.

When Hilton Verry announced his retirement as Chair 
of the Board and Michael’s name came up, the response 
was enthusiastic and unanimous. Michael joined the 
Board informally for a few months to learn the ropes.  

As a fellow Board member, this writer found even Michael’s 
‘innocent’ new-comer questions sharp, challenging, 
informative and helpful.  The Board will be in safe hands.

From F lying Buttress to Pilla r of the Church
Noel Hendery meets the new leader of the board responsible for looking after what Waiapu owns.
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From the Ministry Educator
Oenone Woodhams

Missional church? Some people are so over 
it!  Is it just a bandwagon kicked off by Alan 
Roxburgh’s visit to Waiapu in 2011? Is it just a 

slogan that we say to make ourselves feel as if we’re doing 
something constructive to reinvent church for our time?

I would venture to say not.  Yes, the concept of missional church 
can be reduced to a series of platitudes and sound bites: ‘joining 
God in the neighbourhood’, ‘watching the dance floor from 
the balcony’ and so on.  But all around our diocese shoots of 
missional growth are evident, in diverse and creative forms.

That we turn our attention to new ways of revealing God’s 
love through our words and actions in the world is crucial to 
the development of our faith and our church life.  Changing 
the music to ‘attract young people’ is less relevant.  Changing 
things around just to attract people to attend on a Sunday, go 
on the parish roll (and give money to prop up the church) 
is less helpful as we look to our missional call.  While not 
throwing out our tradition and our sense of who we are as 
Anglicans, the call on us is to begin to 

imagine new ways of being and new ways of doing.

The ‘Waiapu Latest News’ popped into my inbox while 
writing this column – and there, in front of me is an article on  
St Augustine’s, Napier, who put on a free sausage sizzle for their 
community – and 50 people attended!  No one had to commit to 
anything, sign up to anything, or give anyone money; it was a free- 
will gift from the parish to the local people and it drew people!

Perhaps it is time to imagine gathering our parish statistics 
differently. For example we could begin to count the number 
of people who turn up to community lunches, Christmas 
dinners, children’s after-school attendance and seniors get-
togethers.  Yes, they may be listed in the Year Book under 
‘Number of People supported by Parish in Community 
facing Ministry’, but they’re not listed under ‘Average Weekly 
Attendances at Worship in February’.  If people come together 
for any reason as the people of God, and prayer is offered 
and bread is broken together, then maybe that’s when we 
can start to imagine a new way of seeing and being Church.

I am a realist; I know that money is needed.  I also recognise 
that every parish needs its faithful worshipping heart to sustain 
those who do indeed go to join God in the neighbourhood.  
But I am also often reminded that this is God’s church, and 

God hasn’t let the church die yet. I trust that God will lead 
us into the future. However, that future may be one where 
we may have to use our imaginations to recognise how 
God is reshaping and leading us into a less fixed place.  Into 
a church that is found in unexpected places – a church 
for future and life-giving ministry by all and amongst all.

In the UK Church Times I read of a parish in the Diocese 
of Wakefield that takes a stall at every big town event.  The 
background to this came from the work of a curate among the 
market traders and whole hearted participation of the parish 
in all aspects of town life.  They distribute chocolates and free 
coffee; they sell good bread on the stall; they work with the local 
council and other churches.  The article is called ‘What does Hope 
Look Like?’  I can send an electronic copy if you are interested.  
But what really touched me is the curate’s final statement.  “I 
didn’t set out to get anyone into church or save their souls, all I 
wanted to do was get to know these people, be there for them 
when they might need me and help them on their journey.”

Is this not what missional church is all about?  Not a slogan, or 
a method of increasing Sunday attendance, but truly joining 
God in the neighbourhood. 

Easter weekend sees Restoration and Reconciliation in Ōpōtiki

Emotions flowed freely for the descendants of Mokomoko 
as they, along with previous vicars and parishioners as well 
as current parishioners and many from the community, 
remembered the 150 year history of the current church building. 

It is a history which began with the establishment of a mission 
in Ōpōtiki in 1839 after local Māori requested a missionary, 
and Chief Ngākuku accompanied Mr John Alexander Wilson 
(a Church Missionary Society Lay Catechist) to the Ōpōtiki 
area where they built a raupo church. It was over 20 years later 

Historic events unfolded from Good Friday to Easter 
Sunday in Ōpōtiki. The church turned 150 years 
old. But this commemoration was about much 

more than a birthday. As Te Kaea put it in leading news 
that evening on Māori TV, ‘the descendants of Mokomoko 
extended the olive branch at the 150th anniversary of Hīona’.

Reconciliation between Hīona St Stephen’s Anglican 
Church in Ōpōtiki and the descendants of Whakatōhea 
chief Mokomoko was appropriately a major focus.  

 by Adrienne Bruce

Õpõtiki 150th Hongi between
 Mokomoko  

and Volkner - an
d inscription
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Easter weekend sees Restoration and Reconciliation in Ōpōtiki

that Bishop William Williams appointed Carl Völkner as a 
fulltime ordained missioner and the current church was built. 

With the death of Völkner, the Crown blamed Whakatōhea, 
resulting in the execution of Mokomoko and the 
confiscation of some 490,000 acres of Whakatōhea land. 

The so-called “rebels” among them were consequently 
banished to the 20,000-acre Opape Native Reserve. 

The unveiling of the pare was described by the Vicar Arthur 
Bruce as ‘another step of reconciliation and peace begun by 
Mannie Mokomoko. Commissioning the carving of the pare is 
our parish response, supported by our kuia and kaumatua, and 
by the Mokomoko whānau’. Local kaumatua saw the Mokomoko 
whānau presence as supporting and uplifting the event.

Māori Warden, Eddie Tamati, of Whakatōhea iwi, viewed 
the weekend and the blessing of the pare and subsequent bi-
cultural worship together on Easter Day as ‘a time of healing’.  

Waiapu’s newest curate has just taken up her 
position at St Luke’s, Rotorua.  Julie Guest comes 
to St Luke’s having completed a B.Theology from 

Otago, a year’s study at St John’s Theological College, and 
as Waiapu’s most recent deacon, ordained by Archbishop 
Philip on 16th. March  Her first week on the job involved 
a full on weekend at Top Parish.  When I saw Julie on 
Day Three of her curacy interacting with a lively group of 
teenagers from Rotorua, she seemed to be in her element. 

Julie is married to Andrew, who works for the Port of Tauranga, 
and they have five children ranging in age from 15 to 30.  She grew 
up in Taradale, attended All Saints’ and particularly enjoyed 
singing in the choir.  After completing school Julie trained as 
a teacher in Palmerston North, met and married Andrew and 
moved to Auckland where she taught in a number of schools.  

Church took a back seat during this time, as it does for many.  
But when the family moved back to Taradale and All Saints, the 
birth of their first children opened up a new way of engaging 
with God.  The Vicar of All Saints, Huntly Dryburgh, was pivotal 
in answering Julie’s questions around baptism, and with the 
arrival of their second child, a premature baby with considerable 
health needs, the church was there for support.  The Rev’d Ruth  
St George and lay person Nerida Millar helped Julie explore 

Oenone Woodhams introduces Julie Guest.

her faith.  She completed 
Education for Ministry and her mentor training while 
in Taradale, and it was also suggested that she consider training 
for ordination.  However it did not seem to be the right time 
with a young family, and then Andrew’s work led to another 
move, this time to Tawa and involvement at St Christopher’s.

At St Christopher’s Julie worked with young families as the 

‘pop-in’ co-ordinator and took on other roles in the church as 
time allowed.  Once again, it was suggested she explore the 
possibility of ordination.  She embarked on the process, only 
to be told that at the age of 44 she was too old.  Devastated, Julie 
sought to explore other avenues for ministry and embarked on 
spiritual direction training, but Andrew needed to move once 
more for work, and so the family found themselves in Tauranga.  

On arrival at Holy Trinity Tauranga, the then vicar, the 
Reverend Brian Hamilton, immediately spotted Julie’s gifts and 
encouraged her to take a leading role in children’s ministry.  
She also initiated a pastoral ‘pick up’ service in her van for 
those who found it difficult to come to church, and began 
taking home communion to housebound parishioners.  Julie 
was the Children and Families Ministry Coordinator when 
the new vicars of Holy Trinity, the Reverends Paul and Dale 
Williamson encouraged Julie to once again explore ordination.  
The rest, we are pleased to say, is now Waiapu history.

What excites Julie about serving God is to witness people 
discovering that God is there under any circumstances, 
and having the privilege of being alongside them in those 
circumstances, whatever the context.  Julie is looking 
forward to the future with anticipation and is keen to 
learn.  ‘Alex and Jocelyn Czerwonka and the Rotorua 
parish have been wonderfully welcoming,’ she says.

Julie Guest (top right) with St Luke's Dragon 
Slayers at Top Parish

In 2013 Mokomoko was finally exonerated and his mana, character 
and reputation restored by the Parliament.  Local Māori have 
indicated to Arthur that full restoration of mana would require 
the return of their land or equivalent restitution by the Crown.

The weekend culminated in the unveiling and blessing 
of the carving depicting a hongi between Mokomoko 
and Carl Völkner who were friends, a festive Eucharist, 
presided over by Pihopa Ngārahu Katene and Bishop George 
Connor, and then the closing hakari and poroporoaki.
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Guest Columnist
Tony Franklin-Ross

“Unity is a gift of God that permits within it both liberty 
and diversity, while the mission of the Church in the 
world provides motivation for the recovered unity.”

This month we celebrate five years since the Anglican-
Methodist Covenant (agreed to in 2008) was formally 
signed in a combined celebration on Wesley Sunday, 

24 May 2009. Rather than foreseeing one church absorbing 
another, or the extinguishing of any of the existing identities 
within our churches, we seek a visible unity for our two 
churches that receives and cherishes all the gifts, all the 
insights, and all the treasures, and holds them together 
in a creative way that serves God’s mission in the world.

The challenge continues to lift the words from the 
paper and to progress real dialogue and action that is 
tangible and concrete. The particular tasks ahead include:

•	 working towards for mutual recognition of the ministry 
of ordination and honouring of respective models of 
episcopacy for the Aotearoa-New Zealand context; and,

•	 flax-root developments that both celebrate existing 
joint-activities and encourage further mission. 

Ongoing dialogue will seek to realise more deeply our 
common life and mission and to share the distinctive 
contributions of our traditions, taking steps to bring about 
closer collaboration in all areas of witness and service in 
the world. How might we frame such unity in mission?

Mission is about finding where the Spirit is at work, and to 
journey in there.

Unity in Mission

Mission, witness and service are key opportunities to 
working as fellow-Christians in unity. Together Towards 
Life: Mission and Evangelism in Changing Landscapes is a 
document prepared by the Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism, and I consider it presents an exciting 
discussion point for ecumenical endeavours, as well as 
local churches in action. (The document can be found at 
www.oikoumene.org search for “Together Towards Life”.) 

This document was presented at the World Council of Churches 
10th Assembly in Busan, South Korea in November last year. 
Attending this has been one of the most intense and fulfilling 
experiences of the church-in-conference that I have experienced. 

I think Together Towards Life is refreshing in its speaking of 
engaged Christian mission and ministry as being centred 
on a theology of the Spirit in the world and creation, and of 
engaging with voices of the margins. We are reminded that the 
Spirit is the principal agent in the church’s action and purpose. 
Indeed mission is not confined to the church community but 
is where the Spirit moves (sometimes in spite of the church). 

The heartbeat of the document is its call to mission from 
the margins. The church must move toward a concept of 
mission focused on the marginalised rather than those with 
power or privilege. People on the margins truly know the 
pain and battles of daily experiences of life-denying forces 
that threaten their existence. Here is where we might truly 
understand the vision of hope when we reflect on John 10:10 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly”. (NRSV) 
God chooses those from the margins to be the active agents 
to fulfil God’s mission of establishing justice and peace.

This is a challenge that the church needs to address urgently. 
Churches are called to meet the triune God of life at the 

margins of life. When we choose to do this together, rather 
than in isolation or in spite of each other, may we find 
the true meaning of unity as followers of the Jesus way.

Rev. Tony Franklin-Ross, Presbyter, Trinity Methodist Napier
Acting Superintendent – Lower North Island Methodist Synod (at the 
time of writing!)
Methodist Co-Convenor of the Anglican-Methodist Dialogue.

Paula Gooder

Indeed mission is not confined to the church community but 
is where the Spirit moves (sometimes inspite of the church). 
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Faith through Song

It was St Augustine who coined the phrase: ‘Singing is 
praying twice’. 

Throughout our diocese there is a surprising variety 
of music sung in our parish churches. That variety is 
dependent on the size of church and congregation, whether 
urban or rural. Some parishes will have repertoires that 
mainly include the traditional hymns and songs our parents 
and grandparents would have familiar with.  Others use 
contemporary ‘praise-song’ and ‘pop-style’ Christian music.

But increasingly, because of the vast output of new music 
internationally and the availability of resources via the 
internet and through CDs, as well as the desire for music 
that reflects different tastes and rhythms, the hymns and 

Singing is Praying Twice

songs we have grown up with are being superseded by fresh 
words and tunes and ways of providing accompaniment. 
Hymn/song singing is a corporate act of worship to God, a 
way of expressing our deeper religious feelings and beliefs.

One of the best resources produced in the Diocese of 
Waiapu has been Adrienne Bruce’s publication: Music in 
Worship (2007). She quotes Linda J Clark’s book Music 
in the Church (Alban Institute 1994). Linda believes:

(a) What we sing expresses the faith of the congregation, 
and undergirds and articulates the act of  worship;

(b) Every parish musician, either singer or instrumentalist, 
develops a discipline, to a greater or lesser extent, 
that works with the faith culture of that worshipping 
community;

(c) Musician, worship leader and congregation have to work 
together, forging a coherence, for the sake of the parish’s 
musical life.

We all know when we have been uplifted by the hymns and songs 
we sing together. And we feel dissatisfied and let down when music 
fails to inspire us, particularly music and words that are unfamiliar 
to the majority of the congregation, or simply inappropriate. 

Congregational singing is one of the few opportunities we 
have in our wider communities of regularly joining together 
in song. There are very few other public opportunities. Yes, 
we join in when crowds are singing the National Anthem 
before a rugby test) perhaps not with the same passion and 
gusto that a Welsh crowd might! And of course recently the 
local community was singing hymns at ANZAC gatherings.

St Augustine coined another insightful phrase about 
church singing: “A Christian is an Alleluia from head to 
toe.” Yes, singing God’s praises involves our whole being.

Next time:  “Music in the Bible”

A series on music in our churches by Bill Bennett.
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Planning is well under way for Clergy Conference at the 
Copthorne Hotel, Rotorua from July 29th to August 1st.  
Laity are welcome to attend on Wednesday 30th July.  

The theme is “Nourishing the Soul”.  We are fortunate indeed 
to have as the keynote speaker, Dr Canon Paula Gooder.

Paula is the Theologian in Residence for the British Bible 
Society.   She writes and lectures in New Testament Studies 
with a focus on the writings of Paul and 2 Corinthians.

She grew up in Manchester, UK and went to Oxford 
University where she did both her undergraduate and 
graduate studies. After that she taught for twelve years 
in two different colleges training people for ministry 

within the Church of England (Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
and the Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham) before taking 
the move to freelance work.   Since September 2013, 
she has combined this with work for the Bible Society.

Paula is the author of a number of books including 
Journey to the Empty Tomb (Canterbury Press, 2014); 
Echoing the Word. The Bible in the Eucharist (with Michael 
Perham, SPCK, 2013); Heaven (SPCK, 2011) and The Bible: 
A Beginners’ Guide (Oneword, 2013).   She is also a co-
author of the Pilgrim course for the Church of England.

She is involved in many aspects of church life, holds 
several honorary positions including Canon Theologian of  

Oenone Woodhams introduces the key note speaker for Clergy Conference.

Birmingham and Guildford Cathedrals, Lay Canon 
at Salisbury Cathedral, a Six preacher of Canterbury 
Cathedral, Vice president of the Bible Society, Visiting 
lecturer at King’s College, London, and Associate lecturer 
at St Mellitus College, London. She is a Reader in the 
Church of England and a member of General Synod.

She now lives in Birmingham with her husband Peter 
Babington and their two daughters, Susie and Ruth.
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Bishop David's Seating

Susie and I were welcomed warmly by Bishop David and Tracy as the first  
New Zealand visitors to their newly rented home where they were camping with 
borrowed furniture, awaiting their container from New Zealand. They have a lovely 

airy home with a pool which is counted by locals as essential in the heat of summer.

Fresno is at the geographical centre of the San Joaquin Diocese and where the cathedral is located, 
(not yet usable, as it is still under litigation). The departing parishes took all of the buildings 
and trust funds but about four churches have been returned after successful litigation. Another 
twenty-eight churches and the cathedral are not far off being resolved, the courts generally ruling 
in favour of the Episcopal Church. Meanwhile the remnant (my term) of the San Joaquin Diocese 
are worshipping in halls, schools and even a synagogue. Making life difficult, the breakaway 
diocese is deliberately calling itself “Anglican” as opposed to “Episcopalian” which is confusing. 

On the eve of Bishop David’s “seating” (read enthronement) we drove two hours south to Bakersfield, 
the site of St Paul’s Church, one of the returned churches which is large 

enough for the occasion. We travelled with 
David’s brother Larry and Reverend Brian 
Milford, a Methodist and old friend who 
roomed with David at seminary. We met 
up with Archbishop Philip Richardson 
and the Bishop of Auckland, Ross Bay, 
who travelled together to be at the seating. 
The local church made us very welcome 
and were especially appreciative that 
four of us came such a long way to 
support Bishop David and Tracy. 

The first order of the day was for 
the Convention (Synod) to elect 
David as their bishop. There 
was only one candidate but the 

procedure was necessary and led to prolonged 
applause at the unanimous result. After lunch 
Archbishop Philip, Bishop Ross, Susie and I, 
Bishop David’s brother Larry and friend Brian 
Milford clustered around David and Tracy as 
he knocked three times on the door of the 
church and we escorted them up the aisle.

After David made the necessary declarations 
he was led by the chairperson of Standing 
Committee to his throne for the “seating”, 
accompanied by a standing ovation. 
Archbishop Philip preached and explained 
our New Zealand church custom of family 
members (whanau) accompanying others 
to their new place to support them and 
honour them. The service was memorable 
for a very good choir and a string 
quartet that played during communion.

Bishop David faces enormous challenges: 
the ongoing litigation for church 
buildings, the small numbers worshipping 
in most parishes, and the lack of funds 
to pay priest stipends. In addition the local 
farming area is several years into a serious drought and farmers are 
faced with crippling decisions.  Bishop David has no office and is planning to live without 
one for the next few months relying on computer and phone. Truly his car will be his throne. 

It was an honour for Susie and I to represent our Waiapu Diocese at Bishop David’s seating, and 
our presence with the two New Zealand bishops made a big impression on the San Joaquin people.

Brian Hamilton, Vicar General, on behalf of Waiapu attended Bishop David Rice’s installation as the new bishop of the San Joaquin Diocese, California.

 Bishops David and predeces
sor Chet

Bishop David seated with  standing ovation.


