
Issue 67 July 2015

Also in this issue
From Bushman to Prison Chaplain

Ryan Cameron and MAF

Gisborne's Latest Dame

When hope is all that is left - Refugee Sunday

Can you dam creation and still care for it?  This is the question that Christine Scott explores in a 
thought-provoking article later in this edition (see page 4).

Inevitably there will be two sides to this topic and readers are encouraged to wrestle with the 
questions which touch the lives of the people in Hawke's Bay.
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From (left to right) are Bishop Andrew Hedge; Member of the 
Venerable Order of St John, Marlene Rankin; Officer of St 
John Regional Youth Manager, Roger Sinclair; Commander of 
the Order of St John Priory Trust Board Member; Order of St John Area Chair Gisborne Area, Pat Naden

Greetings and peace in this season of Ordinary Time.  
The ‘ordinary’ season in the life of the church year 
sees us through most of the coming months leading 

into Advent and ultimately Christmas. As we are so often 
reminded, this time between Easter and Christmas can be 
characterised by mock countdowns to Christmas, to mark out 
how many shopping days are left. Even this far out from the 
end of the year I’ve received the odd reminder of how many 
days of retail opportunity remain, although thankfully most 
are tongue-in-cheek. 

It does make me wonder though how we measure time as a 
community. 

Our liturgical calendar is a helpful way for us to mark the big 
seasons and festivals, but it is equally helpful to celebrate 
the normality of God’s presence in the ‘ordinary’, everyday 
parts of our lives. I like this season because at one level it 
provides a change of pace from the passion of the deliberate 
intentions of Lent, the ensuing excitement of Easter and the 
invigoration of Pentecost.  It’s a time of the year when we can 
think about ‘What comes next?’ Which is a question we can 
imagine being on the minds of the disciples as they explored 
the world learning to be apostles of Christ.

As we venture out into the world after Pentecost we can 
also use this time to explore and seek an answer to the same 
question or something similar. Perhaps the question we are 
seeking an answer to is ‘where is God?’, or ‘how can I know 
God?’, or maybe it’s more along the lines of ‘where do I sense 
God moving in the world?’ This ‘ordinary’ time allows us to 
ponder these questions as we move through the regular 
parts of our lives. We find that God is a normal part of life, 
present all around us and within all we do and all that we are 
part of in this world. 

The ‘ordinary’ season helps us to normalise God’s 
presence and our faith in God in the day-to-day 
reality of life, but it also has the power to open us 
up to a movement of God in the world that is far 
from conventional. It should be no surprise that it 
is often during this time in the liturgical calendar 
that we celebrate the lives of many saints, 
and pay particular attention to special days of 
acknowledgement of examples of ministry that 
take place in the day-to-day parts of our lives. 

We remember seafarers, refugees, those who 
work to promote the Bible and those who work 
in Social Services, and many more. How fitting 
that the things of ordinary, everyday life can 
be celebrated and considered to be places 
where we find God and places in which we can 
minister in the world as disciples of Christ.

Exploring the presence of God as a normal part of daily life 
doesn’t mean we can expect to be docile in our habitual 
routines. This path takes us beyond our natural places of 
comfort, even within our normal lives. The call to follow God 
often means that which has seemed otherwise normal, can 
now seem sacred, or perhaps seen afresh demands a different 
response to what has been normal for us in the past. 

Bishop Richard Randerson recently launched his memoir, 
Slipping the Moorings1, in Wellington, Napier, Auckland and 
in Australia. Bishop Richard’s story is ‘ordinary’ in the sense 
of this season of the year. A life that can be described as 
normal and yet in many other ways Richard leaves behind the 
conventional response to life. He instead faithfully seeks to 
identify, nurture and respond to the radical presence of God 
in the community. 

Slipping the Moorings not only canvasses 
Richard’s life but also covers much of the ecclesiological, 
social and political landscape of the past 50 years with keen 
insight into how the Gospel demands something of us that is 
far from conventional. I was encouraged by in the way that he 
tells a very personal story that is inescapably a story based in 
community seeking to praise God and work for justice. 

May we each have the courage of the saints to walk the 
unconventional path of Christ in the midst of our ‘ordinary’ 
lives. 

1 Randerson, R (2015) Slipping the Moorings:  A Memoir Weaving 
Faith with Justice, Ethics and Community. Wellington:  Matai 
House.
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The dam superimposed

First some facts and figures; the Ruataniwha Water 
Storage Scheme (RWSS) comprises an 83 metre 
high, 415 metre wide, central core rock fill dam 

on the Makaroro River inland from Waipawa. It will hold 
93 million cubic metres of water in a 7 km long lake, 
producing 6.5 megawatts of electricity and irrigating 
28,000 hectares of farmland via 16 kilometres of canals 
and 200 kilometres of pipe networks delivering water 
to the farm gate at 3.5 bar pressure – enough to run a 
pivot irrigator.  

The fixed time and price contract is being negotiated 
with OHL, a Spanish company with extensive global 
experience in dam construction in high earthquake risk areas, 
partnering with New Zealand firm Hawkins. The scheme 
is expected to cost $275 million; up to $80 million funded 
by the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council from its investments, 
with loan funding from Crown Irrigation Ltd, plus major 
institutional and farmer investors. 

Currently the dam is consented, but delays in the final details 
of the Tukituki Plan Change following High Court appeals are 
delaying finalising the scheme. The decision of the Board of 
Inquiry is expected in June, and following that, as soon as the 
‘conditions precedent’ are met, it could be all go. Realistically 
that is most likely next year.  

What does this mean for Hawke’s Bay?  The expected economic 
benefits are an eight percent increase in regional income, 
and a seven percent increase in employment. In particular, 
the projected social and economic impact on Central 
Hawke’s Bay will be considerable. Spin offs are job security 
in food processing due to security of supply, development 
of support industries, increased tertiary courses through 
EIT, and increased throughput for Napier Port, all potentially 
improving Hawke’s Bay’s currently poor economic and social 
statistics.

Christine Scott, Napier Regional Councillor 
and member of the Cathedral Parish  looks 
at a matter close to her heart in Central 
Hawke’s Bay

Local hapu have been very supportive of the RWSS, as they 
worry about the loss of their young people to seek jobs in 
Australia or Auckland. The opportunity to encourage them 
back home is provided not only by job opportunities but in an 
educational training package to upskill at all levels. The RWSS 
will create jobs in a range of disciplines covering everything 
from graduate jobs to farm labour.

But can you dam creation and still care for it – a fundamental 
part of our church’s mission?  There are certainly losses, such 
as the flooding of farmland, forestry, and some Department 
of Conservation (DoC) land in vicinity of Yeoman’s Mill. The 
loss of habitat for threatened species such as the short tail 
bat, and with the dam being too high for fish ladders, the 
prevention of fish passage to the upper Makaroro, is of 
concern.  Probably the biggest fear is the impact of large-
scale farm intensification on the rivers and waterways.

A $10 million dollar environmental mitigation package is 
included in the project, including a land swap with DoC, 
extensive riparian planting, rehoming the bats by use of 
sonar, threatened species habitat enhancement, fish catch 
and release, and creation of new tramping tracks to replace 

those lost. 

The greatest positive selling point 
comes from the enhanced river flows. 
The Makaroro River will continue flow 
through the bottom of the dam at a rate 
no less than the mean annual low flow, 
(MALF) which means the Waipawa and 
lower Tukituki rivers will not experience 

drought lows as at present. Downward currents will keep the 
water well oxygenated, keeping the water quality is high. 
Coupled with the shift of existing irrigators to stored water 
rather than direct take will eventually return the Tukituki to 
normal flows with a drought low flow enhancement. Part of 
the environmental package is four summer flushing flows to 
create enough disturbance in the stream bed to flush away 
algae growth. 

The scheme has teeth that bite – all farmers have to meet 
conditions of fencing, riparian planting, and limits on 
nitrogen leaching. The bite is the water is turned off but still 
has to be paid for.

In reflecting on this project, I am reminded of our lovely 
Waiapu hymn, whose verses begin ‘Jesus of the Eastern Sky, 
Jesus of the roads and hills, Jesus of marae and hall, Jesus 
of the trees and lakes, Jesus of our towns and streets.’ The 
five-fold mission is about caring for people too, and we do 
need infrastructure to provide for our needs. Hawke’s Bay is 
going to get drier summers, further job losses are expected. 
The RWSS can build resilience against climate change. By 
damming that bit of creation we can provide for wellbeing 
of our Hawke’s Bay people and have a healthy environment.

 

4       Issue 67    Waiapu News



Adrienne Bruce reports on the book launch of Richard Randerson’s memoir:

Bishop Andrew explains new directions and new names. 

Over the course of the past eight months I have been meeting regularly with parish 
representatives from the Ruahine Mission to review the model of ministry and look 
ahead at alternative structures.  In May, after several months of consultation I was able 

to announce a new structure of ministry that will provide a community-focused direction for 
Central and Southern Hawkes Bay. 

In October two new parishes will be formed and the existing structure of the Ruahine Mission 
will come to an end. The parish of Central Hawke’s Bay will encompass Porongahau, Takapau, 
Waipawa and Waipukurau and related districts, and be served by a full-time Vicar. Similarly 
a new parish of Southern Hawke’s Bay will encompass Dannevirke and Weber and provide 
enabling oversight to the Local Shared Ministry parish of Woodville. This parish will also be 
served by a full-time Vicar. 

The Vicars’ roles in these parishes will be focused on developing ministry within the body 
of Christ, lay and ordained, to equip the new parishes to turn themselves outwards into the 
communities they serve. The new parish model will reduce the burden of administration and 
be more financially sustainable than the current model. Most importantly this will provide 

a sense of the mission of the 
church being identified in the 
local community. 

A portion of the role of these 
stipended positions will also 
have a clear focus on ministry 
education and be overseen 
by the Diocesan Ministry 
Educator. The new model 
marks a significant change 
for mission and ministry 
in Central and Southern 
Hawke’s Bay. I invite you to hold all 
concerned in your prayers as we seek God’s discernment in the 
appointment of these two new vicars.

Bishop Richard Randerson has written another book – this time 
his memoir ‘weaving faith with justice, ethics and community’.

Perhaps the dedication page sums up most accurately his 
journey: ‘this book is dedicated to all who have the vision and 
courage to slip the moorings and venture out on God’s ocean, with 
the prayer:

Lord God, we give you thanks that no building can house you fully 
and no place of worship can contain your majesty. Teach us by our deeds of peace and justice 
and joyful celebration to erect altars in the world, so that when some other soul comes across 
them, they will see that you are indeed present everywhere. (From Common Prayer, a Liturgy for 
Ordinary Radicals)

The launch of this book was its second, the first being a few days earlier in Wellington. And 
as Bishop Andrew commented as he prayed for Richard and Jackie and the book, with each 
Bishop’s prayer it should mean more blessings - and therefore more sales!

Bishop Richard spoke of three themes to be found in the book. The first ‘Perpetrators of 
Corrosive Myth’, the title of chapter six. It was a phrase used by the late Roger Kerr of the 
Business Roundtable when he described the churches at a time when the ideological divide 

had never been so clear. Kerr saw the ‘myths’ which he saw church leaders beguiled by ‘as a 
belief in the common good, and an ethos of mutuality whereby the wellbeing of all was a 
collective and social responsibility’.

His second theme of the evening came from chapter 11 where he describes the debate which 
arose in the New Zealand Herald as a result of his response to the lament of an Auckland 
academic that ‘Atheists are getting bad press’. Bishop Richard responded and suddenly the 
question was ‘is the Bishop an Agnostic?’ The bishop went on to talk about the Dawkins and 
Geering affect as he critiqued where ‘Dawkins gets off on the wrong track to start with’.

And finally Bishop Richard explained the book’s title, ‘Slipping the Moorings’ as he talked 
about the challenge for the church in having the courage to ‘slip the moorings’ and move 
beyond being inward looking, to engaging in the community where faith can finds its 
expression in social justice, ethics and contemporary theology.

As Bishop Andrew concluded the evening by blessing the book, he told those gathered that 
he had read the book, except for the last chapter, ‘Would I do it again?’ suggesting he may 
read that chapter a few more years into his episcopacy.

The book can be purchased by emailing randersonjr@paradise.net.nz .

uahine estructured
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John loves his role. And surprisingly, he notes, more and 
more women are becoming prison officers – which he sees 
as a good thing. 

He encourages local churches to maintain links with the 
prison and has strong Māori and Pākehā connections 
throughout the region.

He finds the ministry fulfilling – and he adds, ‘I have a 
wonderful partner in Heather!’ 

John Flavell’s life experiences leave us in awe – a child 
of the Tuhoe Iwi, Ruapani ki Waikaremoana.  

Raised near Tuai, Waikaremoana, nurtured in the 
Ringatū religion, absorbing a faith where all of life was 
shaped by karakia and led by the local tohunga, John grew 
up and eventually made his way to Tokoroa.

Pinus radiata trees grow well there, and so did John’s 
work. For 30 years he was a bush foreman working for 
bush contractors, and, after a serious accident in the bush, 
he was employed by New Zealand Forest Products as a 
foreman in the pulp mill. And it’s true – he met Heather, 
his future wife, as the local rubbish dump!

But Murray Mills as Vicar encouraged John to greater 
things – preaching, and involvement with local minita-a-
iwi. “I was flat out, not only working, but taking services 
and preaching and dealing with people’s needs,” says John. 
He was once encouraged to take time off at Lake Atiamuri 
– he slept for a week!

Then Bishop Roger Herft encouraged him to go full-time 
to St John’s Theological College to study theology. 

He remained there two and a half years – and loved 
every minute of it. And Heather, now his wife, was also 
encouraged to study. He got a First Class L.Th diploma, 
and deeply appreciated the spiritual depth of the Warden, 
Rev’d Dr Francis Foulkes. But it was there that, as part of 
pastoral training, he did prison visiting which sparked his 
interest in this ministry. He completed a Clinical Pastoral 
Training (CPE) course in 1990.

As the first bi-cultural Anglian clergy couple they then 
found themselves in Christchurch. Heather as hospital 
chaplain to Burwood Hospital, John working under 

 Bushman  Prison Chaplain
Bill Bennett explores ‘another kind of parish’ with John Flavell

Bishop John Gray, but part of a team ministry in East 
Christchurch which was made up of St Ambrose  Aranui, 
Parklands and North New Brighton with Jenny Dawson.

Bishop Gray was anxious to establish a Māori Mission in 
Invercargill, and it meant John became half-time prison 
chaplain and half-time missioner. Heather meanwhile 
lectured at the Southland Institute of Technology and was 
also the other half of the prison chaplaincy team. 

Building a worship centre in Invercargill proved a fraught 
experience. But with great community support, Ngāi Tahu 
help and assistance from Bishop Penny Jamieson, it was 
set up. 

Meanwhile, Mangaroa Prison was being established at 
Bridge Pa, near Hastings. After its first chaplain, the 
Rev’d Waru Cooper, died, John was asked to apply for 
the position in 1998. He is still there as chaplain, as well 
as being kaumatua for all other Prison Chaplaincy in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

‘Hawkes Bay Regional Prison has about 650 prisoners’, says 
John ‘as well as about 300 staff and we, as the chaplaincy 
team, try to offer pastoral care to everyone. The reason 
chaplaincy is so important’, he says, ‘is that we as chaplains 
are trusted – we’re not seen as part of the establishment. 
Prisoners feel safe sharing their pain with us because they 
know that it will remain confidential’.

John says that while there’s much ongoing discussion 
about prisoner rehabilitation, in fact there’s a lot already 
happening – sport, developing learning skills, 
dealing with drug and alcohol abuse – and 
of course helping them with the new rule 
of no smoking. 
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Ryan Cameron in PNG

Ballet dancer and pilot hopes to see his dreams of mission work in PNG come to 
fruition

Adrienne Bruce talks with Ryan Cameron of Otumoetai

I met Ryan initially almost two years ago when I was the priest-in-charge of St John’s Otumoetai. 
This parish has been part of Ryan Cameron’s life for more years than he can count. Ryan 
and his family started out in another part of Waiapu Diocese though, Napier, where he was 

baptised at the Tamatea Community Church. Here in Tauranga Ryan lives with his parents Brenda 
and Chris and their bulldog Zoe, a bit of a show dog. After leaving school Ryan trained as a ballet 
dancer, dancing in a number of shows both here in New Zealand and overseas.

It was about ten years ago that Ryan completed his pilot’s training in Napier and he is currently 
working with a Tauranga airline as a pilot and aircraft mechanic. It was during his time in Napier 
that Ryan says he began to hear God’s call to explore missionary aviation work. 

He says, ‘I met Given Gaula the Anglican bishop of Kondoa in Tanzania. He was training at St 
John’s Theological College in Auckland at the time and asked me if I would travel to Tanzania and 
volunteer with Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) for a short time.  It was eye opening to visit 
such a different country from New Zealand but so magical to see the locals love for Jesus.  This 
was the start of my mission work’.

On returning to New Zealand Ryan enrolled at Faith Bible College and graduated with a certificate 
in ministry.  He was invited to spend a month in Tonga to help a team with maintenance work 

on St Andrew’s School and also to work with 
the Reverend Joe Le’ota and Anne to help with 
maintenance at their parish church of St Paul’s.  

‘It was extremely enjoyable to work with the local 
children and parishioners’, says Ryan.  

More recently Ryan has explored further the 
opportunity for service with MAF and has been 
accepted to serve as a missionary pilot with MAF 

working in Papua New Guinea (PNG). Part of this work 
will be to focus on sustaining whole communities with 

air links, while meeting the needs of local church pastors, 
teachers, students and medical staff. This is critical in 

the development of communities isolated by mountains, 
jungles and the absence of usable roads.

MAF also transports communities’ cash crops for sale in larger markets. Income 
earned from these sales enables purchasing of supplies to improve living standards.   During a 
coffee season MAF airlifts around 800 tonnes of coffee from the remote highlands to coffee buyers, 
with income flowing back to these communities to meet their needs.

MAF also provided over 500 medical evacuations in PNG last year, flying sick and dying people 
to medical facilities. Without such transport they would have almost certainly died or have been 
permanently injured.  Pilots also fly tonnes of medical supplies to the various isolated medical 
clinics around the country.

This will be some of the work that Ryan hopes to be engaged with later this year. Before that 
happens Ryan has to raise a significant amount of financial support as well as prayer support.

Ryan was delighted to be asked to join Waiapu’s pilgrimage to PNG later this year along with Bishop 
Andrew and the diocesan team and the Bishops of the Diocese of Norwich and Rockhampton. 
Ryan sees this as a ‘good chance to meet the churches in PNG and to begin building strong 
relationships before his anticipated start with MAF in October’. 

Over the last few years Ryan has flown over our Diocese of Waiapu on a regular basis. Over the 
next few months he hopes to be able to meet people in parishes throughout Waiapu and would be 
delighted if this would result in both prayer and financial support for his work with MAF.

If you would like to know more and support Ryan in this mission work he can be reached at 
centrestage@hotmail.com 

Bringing  to 

Ryan Cameron in PNG
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Teriaki Williams from Ōpōtiki recounts a little of his experience  

For me and most likely others too, when you hear the words Waiapu you think of 
the Diocese of Waiapu, and not a river near Tikitiki.  

It was near the mouth of the Waiapu River that we were welcomed on to a small 
lovely Marae at Ruatokia.   We met new friends who told us about the area and stories 
of how strong faith is here.  The next day we headed to the mouth of the great Waiapu 
River and learnt more of the history and stories of faith.  

Until then, I didn’t know much about how or even why our Diocese was named 
after a river.   I just thought that the late Bishop William Williams just liked the name, 
but no there’s more behind it.  I didn’t know this until the Great Waiapu Road trip 
and learnt about the history of church in Waiapu. I met new friends and old.   I 
learnt so much, from the designing of a church to when the gospel was 

LT4Youth Pilgrims on the Great Waiapu Road Trip

From left: Teriaki Williams, Sandi Hall, Emma Handley, Shona Young, Mary 

Hogan, Jocelyn Czerwonda, Robyn Hogan and Samuel Frost , in the ultimate 

selfie.

preached and how a waka sits in a paddock with cows.  One of the women who was 
there said “ they say in every bend of the Waikato River is a taniwha and here at the 
Waiapu River in every bend is a whare karakia.  That just tells me how strong religion 
was in that part of the Diocese. I learnt a lot on that trip and had fun doing it.  

Samuel Frost (Ministry Intern) diaries his journey    

The Great Waiapu Road Trip began, for me at least, in Hastings. Others came 
from Ōpōtiki, Gisborne, Rotorua, and Napier (these cities I had to recount 
later in my many whaikorero), and we all came for the same reason: to explore 

and discover more about our diocese, and the people in it, and by extension, how 
the Spirit of God has been working in these people, and where it is guiding them. 
Mere photographs cannot do the locations justice. In those moments at the tops of 
hills, and when we rounded headlands with the sun setting over the bays, I do think 
we experienced God — well and truly.

On arrival in Gisborne we met up with Rev’d Chris and Sharlene Huriwai, Andrew 
Tamihere, and Archbishop Brown at the offices of Te Hui Amorangi O Te Tai Rawhiti, Te 
Rau Kahikatea, and learnt about their history.

After our time in Gisborne, we drove up to Rangitukia, via Tolaga Bay, and were 
graciously received on Hinepare Marae along with other manuhiri from YWAM. The 
time at Hinepare was amazing, and the love we were shown, along with the fellowship 
was definitely worth braving the sub-zero temperatures at night. Even when fully 
dressed, with my woolly hat and scarf, I still froze!

We got up early the next morning to complete our pilgrimage to the mouth of the 
Waiapu River, and Merekaraka and Ruihana from Hinepare told us about the legends 
of the Waiapu Valley, and the arrival of the gospel on the East Coast. It was wonderful 
to actually see the Waiapu River in all its glory, and experience first-hand the surging 
landmark that the local iwi rely on. The river seems to be a good metaphor for the 
gospel that arrived here on the East Coast all those years ago; sustaining, life bringing 
and the pulsing heart of the local people. 
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From left: Shona Young, Emma Handley, Teriaki Williams, Robyn and Mary Hogan, Sandi 
Hall and Samuel Frost having just re-enacted a scene from 'Boy'

Our next stop was at St. Mary’s, Tikitiki, the beautiful carved whare karakia 
that Sir Apirana Ngata commissioned. Uncle Mac explained the meaning 
of the tukutuku panels and the carvings above our heads. One thing that 
struck me as especially beautiful was the pulpit, with seven Māori gods 
supporting the structure, a striking image of the Māori gods bearing and 
supporting the word of the Lord.

We drove on around the East Coast further, and settled down in Waihau 
Bay for the night, the location of the film Boy. We took some time to say 
evening prayer together and spoke about some of the different dilemmas 
facing young Christians today. The hard questions. To be able to speak 
frankly on big issues, issues that influence the faith of so many young 
people was exciting and liberating. It gives me hope for the future of the 
church and the wellbeing of its people, our family.

Morning prayer was beside the picturesque jetty, with the rising sun 
blinding us. To me this was the most beautiful moment of the trip; the 
sea so calm, the skies so clear, the wind so very still. We were able to pray 
peacefully and reflect on the past couple of days. After we had recreated 
a scene from Boy in front of the post office, we were on our way. 

Next destination was Te Waiiti Marae and Holy Trinity Church in Torere. 
We learnt about the history of the area and the late Archbishop Huihui 
Vercoe’s childhood. On the way to Torere, we came across Raukokore’s 
stunning little Anglican church, and I was surprised to learn that 
penguins often nest under the baptistry!

The last leg of the journey was a visit to Hiona St Stephen’s, Ōpōtiki 
where the Reverend Bettina Maxwell told a little of the history of the area and Carl 
Völkner. 

All in all, this camp was a fantastic way of exploring our roots as members of the 
Waiapu Diocese. It was a great way of hearing about our story as people of Waiapu, so 
that in the future we can pass on the story to others. 
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Kristine Walsh of The Gisborne Herald interviews the district’s latest Dame, who has 
long association with Gisborne parish.

Dames are a rare breed in Gisborne — there have been four of them1 — and now the region 
has its fifth: businesswoman and arts patron Bronwen Holdsworth.

“It is terribly exciting, an absolute honour, but I did think someone might have been 
playing a bit of a trick,” said Mrs Holdsworth, who did not tell even husband Peter for weeks after 
she was asked if she would accept the Queen’s Birthday honour. “The honour is a tremendous 
endorsement of Gisborne and its people, and the many interesting, entrepreneurial and exciting 
community organisations and initiatives that I have been delighted and privileged to have been 
involved with over the years.”

Dame Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit is not the first time her work in business 
and the arts has been recognised. She received the 1990 Commemorative Medal for services to 
business and was made an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit in the 1997 New Year’s 
Honours.

Typically, however, the former managing director and founding chairwoman of Pultron 
Composites uses it to turn the spotlight on her adopted hometown.

“I think Gisborne is a really exciting and innovative place to live,” she says.

Born and educated in Wellington, Bronwen Scott Pearson’s association with Gisborne began in 
1960 when her parents, Tom and Ngara, moved to the region so Tom could serve as Vicar of the 
Holy Trinity Parish. Already hard at work at Victoria University where she studied English, music, 
politics and philosophy, in the holidays she would travel north to work at Wattie’s Canneries to 
help fund her studies. Even after her parents left town, she would head back and, on one of those 
occasions, she met young farmer-engineer Peter Holdsworth, who she would later marry.

“We met at a party in 1966 but I was just about to go to Malaysia to work with the diplomatic 
service, so we didn’t see each other again until I got back nearly four years later,” she says.

When they did meet again, in 1969 in Wellington, they did not waste much time. The following 
year they married and the new Mrs Holdsworth moved to Gisborne to live on her husband’s 
family farm. Mrs Holdsworth had always been keen on having a family and getting involved in a 
community “and that’s what I did”.

But it never occurred to her that helping work a farm and raising four children could thwart 
further ambitions.

“I am glad I had that international exposure and experience. I think it made me a more well-
rounded, independent person,” she says. “I do think it important that women have something 
other than children and family. A career, or something of their own that stimulates and excites 
them.”

A glance at her curriculum vitae shows an involvement with too many arts and business initiatives 
to mention but, in any case, Mrs Holdsworth has her eye on the future rather than the past.

Son Jasper has taken the chief executive chair at Pultron and Mrs Holdsworth is devoted to her 

From icarage to nternational usiness and the rts

seven “gorgeous” grandchildren — but she shows little sign of taking a step back. If anything, her 
commitment to local and national organisations has grown.

“At the moment I am most interested in the opportunities that will arise through both the Gisborne 
International Music Competition and the 2019 commemoration of the first formal meeting of 
Maori and European that took place nearly 250 years ago,” she says.

Typically, Mrs Holdsworth will not be watching from the sidelines — as a member of the Te 
Ha Sestercentennial Trust, she will be working to help ensure Gisborne marks that occasion 
appropriately.

“It’s going to be wonderful… there are huge opportunities to enhance the social, cultural, ecological 
and economic aspects of our region.”

She is one busy dame.

First published in The Gisborne Herald 2 June 2015 – reprinted with permission.
1  The four other dames associated with Gisborne are Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, Dame Anne Salmond, 
Dame Iritana Tawhiwhirangi and the late Dame Katerina Mataira.

Photo:  With thanks to The Gisborne Herald.
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A Century ago in 
Waiapu Gazette
 The Reverend Stephen Donald
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In this year when we commemorate the centennial of the Gallipoli 
landings, it’s appropriate to look back at the first commemoration 
of Anzac Day in 1916. Commemorations were essentially civic 
occasions held in the afternoon, albeit that there was a religious 
component led by a variety of Protestant ministers, and, in many 
cases, followed by a dinner or ‘patriotic’ meeting. Separate Roman 
Catholic and Anglican services were held in churches in the 
morning, and clergy were actively discouraged from taking part 
in the public services. A pastoral letter from Bishop Sedgewick, 
explaining the reasons why the bishops of the province could not 
sanction Anglican involvement, follows:

Bishopscourt, Napier, June 21st, 1916. My dear People, In 
accordance with my promise, I am now making a statement 
regarding my action in connection with the Combined Services 
on Anzac Day. It was a combination of circumstances which led 
me to take the course I did: 

1. That the whole body of our men at the Front were divided, 
for religious purposes, into two section Roman Catholics and 
Protestants; the Anglican soldiers of all ranks, including the 
chaplains themselves, were regarded as belonging to the latter 
class.

2. That on one occasion at least our men were forced by their 
Commanding Officer into a United Communion Service. These 
are some of the main facts that reached me, and it is difficult 
to ever-estimate the exceeding gravity of the position. Our 
distinctive position as a part of the Holy Catholic Church, 
standing for certain definite beliefs which other bodies do not 
share, was ignored. 

The men belonging to the Church of England were frequently 
deprived of the services of their own chaplains sent by their own 
Church, who were on the spot and anxious to minister to them, 
and were compelled by military order to attend the services of 
other denominations. This is contrary to the King’s regulations. 
The position of the Roman Church is acknowledged. No 

compelling power is forced upon her. 

We were denied our rightful position we, and the other religious 
bodies, were classed together as Protestant sects, and our historic 
position as a branch of the Holy Catholic Church, which lies 
at the very foundation of our existence, was denied. I maintain 
that the position of the Church of England in New Zealand is 
imperilled by the action of those in military authority. 

I would further add that in one of our Territorial Camps, held 
recently in New Zealand, one of our Chaplains was refused 
permission to administer Holy Communion in the Camp 
on the Sunday and to hold a Parade Service for his own men. 
He was told that a minister of one of the denominations was 
responsible for the Parade Service, and that if he would take part 
he must share it with him. This again was a breach of the King’s 
regulations and an open denial of the historic position of our 
Church. This occurred early in March, and, on being reported 
to me, I laid the whole matter before the Minister of Defence. 

Then came the question of the Commemoration of Anzac Day. I 
was asked to give my ruling on the matter of Combined Services. 
In doing so, this combination of circumstances weighed with 
me. 

It may be said that enforced Combined Services at the front 
and in our Territorial Camps clearly contravene the King’s 
regulations and endanger the position of our Church, but that 
they stand quite apart from such services as were contemplated 
on Anzac Day. I grant that there is a difference, but in giving 
my ruling I had to remember this that when our Chaplains 
at the Front protested against Combined Services, the Officer 
Commanding used OUR Combined Services as a lever. He said 
that they (the Chaplains) were merely asked to do what the 
Bishops themselves did in New Zealand.

It seemed to me, too, to be inconsistent if, while protesting 
against the enforced Combined Service in our Territorial Camp, 
I myself took part, or encouraged any form of Combined Service 

at such a juncture. The question of the position of our Church 
was at stake. 

In answer to a question asked of the Primate in General Synod 
as to Combined Services generally, the Primate, speaking in the 
name of the Bishops, said, “We are prepared to take our part 
in great national and civic religious commemorations if it be 
understood that the services are conducted by ministers, or 
laymen acting as individual Christians and citizens, but not as 
members of any denomination.” 

With this pronouncement, as one of the Bishops, I agreed. The 
pronouncement means this; that on these occasions of national 
or civic commemorations, we as individual citizens can take 
our part. The meeting will be in a public place, and our clergy 
will not wear their robes nor use our own Book of Prayer. Such 
a gathering will not be in any way a substitute for the proper 
services of our Church, and they should, be held at such a time 
as not to interfere with our own services.

Waiapu Church Gazette, July 1916. For further details see 
PapersPast website www.paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 
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od’s call
Bruce Allport talks with Adrienne Bruce about his new life at St John’s College

Bruce in the St John College library

F
or Bruce and Leanne Allport, 
2015 saw the beginning of a new 
adventure in their lives, as Bruce 

began three years of study at St John’s 
Theological College.

Bruce was born in Nelson and moved 
with his family to Hawke’s Bay at the 
age of four, where his father taught 
automotive engineering. On leaving 
school he began a horticultural 
apprenticeship with Hastings City 
Council, a relationship which was to last 
26 years. From being the head gardener 
at Cornwall Park in Hastings, he became 
a propagator in the nursery, fulfilling 
his passion for growing plants. Many of 
the trees and shrubs around the district 
started off in life being propagated by 
Bruce. He also attained his National 
Certificate and Diploma in Amenity 

Horticulture and trained as an arborist. 

All this study has set him up well for commencing his Bachelor of Theology by distance study 
from Otago University, as most his horticultural studies were completed by correspondence ‘a 
process requiring good self-discipline and organisation’, Bruce says.

Married to Leanne 30 years ago, they have two children living in Napier, Nigel and Kathryn, and 
one granddaughter.

Reflecting on his early years, Bruce has fond memories of return trips to Nelson during the school 
holidays to stay with grandparents. There they always went to church and he sees that, and his 
childhood attending St Luke’s, Havelock, as setting the scene for his understanding of what it 
means to be Anglican. As he grew up his father was involved with the large St Luke’s Youth group, 
and his mother with the choir. But meeting Leanne gave Bruce some ecumenical experience and 
he was involved with the Open Brethren youth and was often the trumpeter at evening services. 

One of Bruce’s great loves is woodturning and he runs a small business. Eight years 
ago he finally bought a lathe. An elderly man, who Bruce would give wood from trees 
felled around Hastings, taught him how to use it. He told me the story of one plane 
tree cutting he propagated, once well-established, was planted in a Hastings street. In 
time, the public won the right to have the trees felled, and this task too came to Bruce 
to organise. He was able to take some of the wood and the bowl he turned now resides 
in the United Kingdom.

Both Bruce and Leanne know what being made redundant feels like, having been faced 
with this bad news five times between them. After twenty six years in horticulture, 
redundancy led Bruce into filling shelves at Caltex, loading vans, sanding furniture 
(another redundancy) and as a nursery salesman.

‘The lack of income and lack of stability helped me to learn more about myself and more 
about God’, says Bruce. ‘There is a time for everything, and the anxiety of not having 
stable employment strengthened my love of God’. 

More involvement in St Luke’s led to Bruce becoming a liturgist, an experience he found 
exhilarating. And so the call of God, which he realises began so many years ago, came to 
the fore. His passion for where God was leading was kindled as he listened to sermons 
and delved into the Anglican Studies Programme, which has set him up well in terms of 
discipline and expectation.

How is this new life at St John’s College? ‘I love being here’, Bruce says. ‘This has been a 
happy change for us both. It is a huge honour to be here and to enjoy the facilities, the 
ethos, and to be part of the whole community’s life, not just the study.’ He describes the 
first few months as being a bit like the duck – serene above the water and paddling hard 
as he has settled in, but describes it as ‘transformative to move from my comfort zone, 
to leave everything behind and to come with open hands.’ 

What are the stand-out best bits to date about this year? ‘Playing the last post for the 
community service on ANZAC Day, then again at St Aidan’s, Remuera. And the diversity 
of Anglicanism as I rub shoulders with people from so many different walks of life and 
theological perspectives’.

But the last word goes to honouring Leanne who has packed up and made a new home 
on St John’s Road – ‘having a supportive wife is second to nothing,’ says Bruce.

G
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Guest Columnist
 
The Reverend Joan Edmundson

The vicar of Waipaoa parish, near Gisborne, 
reflects on small communities, change, and 
dreams.

Small communities can change shape very quickly.  The 
local store closes and the school next door which has for 
years celebrated Fridays by allowing students to order a 

pie has to think of another way of marking the end of the week.  
And the Year Seven and Eights who have had the responsibility 
of taking and delivering orders to the store, collecting the 
money and making sure everyone gets the right change – and 
the right lunch – have to look elsewhere for opportunities to 
develop these practical skills. 

In many places the school itself has closed; a real blow to any 
small community’s sense of identity.  One hundred years ago, 
schools, like churches, tended to be dotted around the country 
within walking or horse-riding distance.  Today people can 
live in a country area, relishing all the fresh air and expansive 
views, but commuting to a bigger centre for their jobs and 
children’s schooling, in a comfortable car with a sound system, 
to accompany the inner opera singer.  

A community in our parish is a classic example of this change.  
The local store has gone.  There’s an old established school, but 
student numbers are one tenth of what they were a century 
ago.  You can tell the buildings that once were churches - the 
pitch of the roof and ecclesiastical shape of the windows gives 
their origin away. The Anglican Church is still there, well loved 
and cared for, with regular monthly service.  Most worshippers 
come from outside the village.  

The relationship between church and village could be described 
as a polite, somewhat distant, co-existence.  But for the past 
several months, St George’s Patutahi has been hosting every 
service in our parish, not to mention the annual parish Easter 
egg hunt and morning tea for Te Hapara Whanau Aroha.  St 
Luke’s Waerenga-a-hika, our ‘every Sunday’ church centre, is 
closed while we seek resource consent from the local Council 
to remove a tree threatening the church. One warm, still March 
evening this tree, entirely without warning, dropped a two tonne 
branch on the driveway to St Luke’s and the vicarage.  

After one morning service at St George’s someone noticed that 
a brass plaque commemorates Lance Corporal Guy Woodward, 
killed at Gallipoli on May 19 1915.  He was 24.  The comment 
was made ‘We should do something special to commemorate 
that centenary.’  

Small rural communities may have changed, but we should never 
under-estimate the energy they still possess.  Guy’s father was 
headmaster at Patutahi School for 30 years, and his mother and 
sister had taught there.  The family were very well known and 
there are still Woodwards living in Gisborne.  Before we knew 
it, six of Guy’s nieces and nephews were arriving from across the 
North Island for the weekend after the actual anniversary date - 
Pentecost weekend.  

The current school principal was invited to the service.  The 
local volunteer Fire Brigade offered their headquarters for 
lunch, two of its members got the tall cobwebs that everyone 
had been admiring down from the roof– and someone to set 
up the fire station for the lunch and heat up the soup. When the 
service was finished, all those attending walked across the 
road and enjoy a lovely lunch.  

It was a very special service.  A number of local people 
came.  Jane, the organist, made a beautiful wreath of 
camellia leaves and red roses to hang underneath Guy’s 
plaque.  One of Guy’s nephews showed us copies of 
the letters Guy’s parents received from the chaplain 
at Gallipoli and the man who prepared his body for 
burial.  We heard stories of how Guy’s younger brother 
arrived at Gallipoli, two days after his brother was 
killed.  Unbelievably, he celebrated his 17th birthday 
at Gallipoli. 

The sermon talked about dreams; the Acts reading 
for the day referred to the dreams of old men and the 
visions of young ones.  What might Guy’s dreams have been, 
and what part did they play in prompting him to go overseas, 

ultimately to die there?  What are our dreams, in our day and in 
the place we find ourselves?  What might God’s be?  

One of our local visitors commented that she too had dreams for 
this place.  How absolutely fantastic!  Throughout the morning, 
I had been remembering the prayer from our Prayer Book:

God, you shape our dreams.
As we put our trust in you,
may your hopes and desires be ours

and we, your expectant people.

One hundred years ago a young man from Patutahi – the same 
place we know today; a very different place from the one we 
know today – died, with so many others, on the other side of 
the world.  In that service to remember him, in the place where 
he grew up, the dream of what it could mean to be Church in 
that community, took on more substance and lodged itself more 
firmly in our understanding and our hearts.

A church gathering at St George's, Patutahi
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Peter Bassett, the newest member of the 
Anglican Care staff, began as the General 
Manager of Aged Care Service in April this 

year.

In April, Peter Bassett took up the role of General 
Manager, Aged Care and Services at Anglican Care 
Waiapu. Peter has spent the time since then settling 
into his new role and covering quite a bit of the 
geography of Waiapu as he gets to know the Aged 
Care services and the people who are dedicated to 
serving the lives of the elderly in their care.

There is no doubt in Peter’s mind that his new role 
at Anglican Care is a culmination of his life and 
work experience which has prepared him for this 
task over recent years.

Peter’s brings to this role business qualifications and experience within the public health sector 
where he has worked extensively with district health boards and councils as well as being 
General Manager of North Haven Hospice in Whangarei. Peter’s original background was in 
public health. He worked for 12 years as an environmental health officer with the Whangarei 
city and county councils and as they merged to become Whangarei District Council. 

Peter describes how public health is all about population health. It focusses on the ‘big picture’ 
rather individuals. Public health uses monitoring and enforcement, screening, vaccination 
campaigns and community development as its tools, all with a focus on ‘keeping the well 
people well’. An example is the anti-smoking campaign which, as do many public health 
campaigns, can take up to thirty years to see changes beginning to occur. 

After another two years in customer services and two in human resources for the Whangarei 
District Council Peter moved in the mid-nineties to the Waikato District Health Board where 
he took up the role of Manager of the Public Health Unit. He then managed the property 
department as a facilities manager. After two years managing family health teams, which 
were integrated community teams in the western and northern Waikato and in the Thames 
Coromandel area, Peter headed south to Dunedin. There he managed Public Health South for 
the Otago District Health Board. Again this was all about prevention, screening and developing 

data bases like cervical screening and for immunisation and the provision of the school 
dental services. During this period Peter was involved in running the Otago meningococcal 
vaccination programme, where thirty thousand children needed to receive the vaccination 
three times each.

Moving up from the chilly south Peter settled for four years in sunny Nelson, again in the 
public health sector. During this time was responsible for the change management process 
which brought Nelson and Marlborough together under the one district health board. The 
other district health board which benefitted from Peter’s presence was the Bay of Plenty. He 
was initially programme manager in their service improvement unit, then project manager 
in the health of older people of the Health Share Company owned by all the district health 
boards. 

Journeying alongside his career in the health sector, Peter has valued the opportunity to 
develop his spiritual and faith life.  Baptised in the Anglican Church in Kaitaia in 1959, Peter 
has been involved in church leadership for many years within the Assemblies of God. This 
has included establishing an addiction recovery support group within a faith community in 
Nelson.  He gained a Diploma in Biblical Studies from Laidlaw College in 2006.  

Taking on a fixed term role in the not-for-profit sector as General Manager of North Haven 
Hospice in Whangarei in 2010 was a turning point in Peter’s life. This affirmed his desire to 
pursue further formal ministry studies and also helped him reach a deeper understanding of 
the role compassion plays in social services. Peter found fulfilment in serving people who were 
facing life challenging situations. In 2014 Peter completed his Diploma in Christian Ministries 
from Alphacrucis College.  The chaplaincy study included a practical component so Peter 
spent most of 2014 working as a volunteer chaplain in a rest home. Developing at the same 
time was an increased commitment to bring the secular work life, and spiritual and faith work 
together even more in his life.

Peter is at a time and stage where he believes that these paths are connecting for him in his new 
role as General Manager, Aged Care and Services at Anglican Care Waiapu.  This is a culmination 
of his dreams in that he is now working in a faith-based, not-for-profit organisation such as 
Anglican Care. As well as working with staff in the various facilities, villages and community 
services, Peter is looking forward to meeting the chaplains that are connected with all the 
Anglican Care Aged Care services and to be able to provide support to the chaplaincy services 
for our elderly.
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When  is all that is Left

All Anglican Care Waiapu’s early childhood education services are now united under one 
new name and logo and are attracting attention wherever the new signage appears.

Waiapu Kids is the new collective name for all the early childhood education services 
and by all accounts our children love the colourful hands on the signage.

In creating this new look all the services wanted to retain their close visual connection with 
Anglican Care Waiapu, but they also wanted their own space in the intensively commercial 
environment of early childhood education and care.

The name Waiapu Kids was chosen because, not only does it have an obvious connection with 
Anglican Care Waiapu, but importantly it reflects the families who want to bring their children 
into these early childhood education centres and services.  There was some tension in the 
choice because of the use of the word ‘kids’.  Anglican Care Waiapu realised however that this 
decision was about how our families relate to the choice of early childhood education and also 
the wider commercial environment in which Waiapu Kids needs to be marketed.

Waiapu Kids has six centres and two homebased services located throughout the diocese. They 
are located in Whakatane (St Georges) and in surrounding areas with the Eastern Bay of Plenty 
homebased service), Tauranga (Merivale Whanau Aroha), Rotorua (St Francis Whanau Aroha), 
Hastings (St Matthews), Hawke’s Bay (Hawke’s Bay Homebased services) and Gisborne (Te 
Hapara Whanau Aroha). Each centre and service has a unique character reflecting the varied 
and diverse communities in which they operate.  

Each Waiapu Kids service is still known by its location title, such as St George’s, St Matthews.  
The three special Whanau Aroha services have also retained this identity, meaning that the 
outstanding whanau work that has defined the services at St Francis, Merivale and Te Hapara 
still has a clear place in their lives.

Central to Waiapu Kids however is the professionalism, high quality teaching, care and 
commitment to the wellbeing of each of the children and their families.  There is a high level of 
family and whanau involvement in Waiapu Kids services and this helps the teachers and carers 
make a significant difference in their communities as well as providing a creative and energetic 
atmosphere for the children. The variety of activities together with the close connections that 
the services have with their local parishes is also part of the rich learning opportunities that are 
offered to children at Waiapu Kids.  

We want our early childhood education services to keep growing and the new name and 
colourful logo has breathed new life into them.  The words under the Anglican Care Waiapu 
logo for Waiapu Kids is ‘caring and learning for life’.  This creates a very strong bond between 
the special work that the early childhood services provide and the wider services that Anglican 
Care Waiapu provides in other sectors such as Family Services and even Aged Care and Services.  
If we care and learn for life, then we play our part in helping our communities to thrive, which is 
the vision for Anglican Care Waiapu and all its people.

A New Name for all Anglican 
Care Waiapu’s Early Childhood 

Education Services

Gillian Southey of Christian World Service reminds us of Refugee Sunday (5th July)

Fatimeh weeps as she tells her story.  A Syrian-Palestinian refugee she shares a small home 
with two other families in Lebanon.  Each day is a struggle she meets with the determination 
that has kept her going since the family fled their home. 

Once Palestinian refugees living in Syria were seen as better off than those who had found 
refuge in other places, but no more.  In Syria many more jobs were open to them than in 
neighbouring countries.  Now only those who cannot leave remain as the four year conflict 
intensifies.  

Choosing to leave home for an unknown future is not an easy decision.  Fatimeh says, “My 
parents used to tell us how difficult it was to leave Palestine.  When we left Syria, I could finally 
understand what they went through. I feel humiliated asking for help, and the way I am being 
spoken to. We have no money for medicine if the children get sick, we just have to pray to God 
they won’t get sick.”  

Refugees and strangers have a special place in the Judeo-Christian tradition.  Offering food and 
water was a matter of survival for people wandering in the desert from earliest times.  Jesus 
in his life and ministry made hospitality a hallmark of our faith.  Once a refugee himself and 
familiar with the difficulties facing the people of Galilee, he reminded the faithful of the need 
to share what they had with the stranger and vulnerable alike.  

The Bible, with so many stories of faith journeys, has been called a handbook for migrants.  
People like Moses and Ruth did not leave their homes by choice.  Like modern day refugees 
they were people with dignity and strength who had to leave what was familiar.  

From the beginning there has been a place for everyone in God’s world.  Set up by New Zealand 
churches 70 years ago, Christian World Service is one of the ways by which the Anglican Church 
gives expression to its concern for the stranger and for poor people.  Stories of desperate 
refugees braving dangerous seas, seeking asylum after long hazardous journeys and pouring 
into crowded camps or none at all can be matched by others of people rising to the challenge 
of meeting their needs.

In the Middle East CWS’s oldest partner the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees 
has been doing this work since 1948.  First in tents, then apartments and houses and now in 
temporary shelter, they have accompanied Palestinian and more recently Syrian refugees.  In 
Galilee, Gaza, Jerusalem, Lebanon and Jordan they share food and water with refugees.   They 
run health clinics and vocational training programmes as well as assisting families set up small 
businesses and expand farming enterprises.  For children traumatised by war, the children’s 
forums, counselling and other educational opportunities offer rays of hope.  Staff reach out with 
compassion to meet their needs. Fatimeh is one of 1,183,327 Syrian refugees in Lebanon.  The 
country is bursting at the seams and cannot cope.  Without peace, the international community 
must rise to the challenge. Donations to the Syria Appeal can be sent to: CWS, PO Box 22652, 
Christchurch 8140 or at www.cws.org.nz .
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A series on music in our churches by Bill Bennett.

Our Recent Church Music Heritage

The eighteenth and nineteenth century Evangelical Revival and the mid-
nineteenth century high church Oxford Movement helped shaped the corpus 
of the Anglican church music tradition of the twentieth century. One of the 

significant hymn collections representing of an Anglican style was the 1861 first 
edition of Hymns Ancient & Modern. Many of the larger parish churches in our diocese 
had choir stalls in the chancel plus a pipe organ. In recent years these stalls have either 
been removed or re-located. Although most choirs have been disbanded or replaced by 
music groups and instrumentalists, some are surviving well, others sing occasionally, 
usually at church festivals and special events.

Before the 1960s, many parishes had sung Matins and Evensong as found in the Book 
of Common Prayer as their main Sunday services. But as the Liturgical Movement 
gathered pace in the 1950s and 1960s the Eucharist or Parish Communion became the 
norm. Hymns began to be sung even at 8.00 am Eucharist.

While we still appreciate the great Anglican parish and cathedral tradition, we also 
owe a lot to Methodism’s strong music heritage, to Presbyterianism’s metrical psalms, 
to the Salvation Army’s rousing choruses, to the spirituals of African-Americans as well 
as the gospel songs and choruses of the Moody and Sankey tradition.

It is clear however that musical tastes are changing – some hymns and songs endure, 
others fall out of use. Several influences have brought about this change:

	 The Liturgical Renewal renewed the centrality of the gathered people of God, 
hence a renewed interest in widening our musical repertoire. But singable 
congregational versions of our Prayer Book liturgies are only now beginning to 
appear. 

	 The Charismatic Renewal introduced us to easy-to-sing and scripturally-based 
hymns and songs, and in many cases the displacement of the centrality of 

the organ. This evolution was in large part spearheaded by Graeme and Betty 
Pulkingham – remember their hymn books Sound of Living Waters, Fresh Sounds 
and Cry Hosanna. Many will be familiar with New Harvest and the Scripture in Song 
series.

	  Music groups appeared consisting of guitars, percussion, keyboard, plus a small 
vocal ensemble, along with different forms of electronic amplification, all of which 
lends a strong rhythmic pulse to the music. Linked with this is the popularity of 
choruses and praise songs. 

	 Those who prefer more reflective music appreciate the Taizé chants and short 
songs.

	 There has been a proliferation of hymn and song books and other sources – e.g. 
Sing Glory, Together in Song (Australia), Hymns for Today’s Church, revised editions 
of Hymns Ancient & Modern, the New Journeys Songbook, those from the Hillsong 
stable- to name just a few. 

	 The New Zealand Hymn Book Trust has sponsored locally written hymns and 
songs and published the well-known collections of Alleluia Aotearoa, Faith Forever 
Singing, Hope is our Song and Carol our Christmas. This reflects a strong desire to 
have songs and hymns that praise God, the God of Aotearoa New Zealand.

Look at any newer hymnbooks and you see we are also singing songs and hymns from 
a wide variety of countries and cultures. For example This is the day is a Fijian folk 
melody. Some hymns have a folksong flavour, others are about protest and social 
justice – think of Sydney Carter’s hymns. And more and more we are opting for songs 
and hymns with strong melodies and toe-tapping rhythms.  

Next time:   Waiapu’s Bicultural Church Music Flavour


